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The Eiohth TRANSMIGRATION. 
Zangola's ſecond Sate of Probation. The hiſtory 
of Beauty, The pernicious tendency. of Vanity, 
and a Life of Pleaſure, 1 
HAT jewel is fo precious in the 
/ diadem of kings, as a virtuous edu- 
cation? Yet how much the young 
and volatile abominate Forbearance? And 
though there is not in nature any thing of 
more conſequence to the happineſs of mor- 
tals, than their making a right choice in the 
paths of life, when they enter on the govern- 
ment of themſelves; what is fo difficult? what 
is ſo fatally miſtaken? For one falſe ſtep ill 
omened, made on the threſhold when they 
enter the temple of Freewill, endangers. all 
their future paths; and their evil genius ever 
after gains a power to lead them through 
thorny brakes deep tangled, and urge inevit- 
able Diſappointment to. croſs their way, or 
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ſtop their paſſage; when Hope and bettcr 
Fortune ſhould direct to happier proſpects! 

At that critical time blithe youth generally 
revels in the heart, and declares this is the 
ſeaſon of enjoyment; what have we to do 
with care? let old age, now incapable, relin- 
quiſh the delights they cannot partake; but 
we will laugh at their leſſons of inſtruction, 
for they were wrote by the.imbittered pen of 

. Envy. T hen a new world of delicacies open- 
ing to the view, Pleaſure's ſelf gayly laugh- 
ing, with a thouſand dimpled delights, in an 
air r of generoſity, invite the young traveller in 
life to accept her bounties, which ſhe ſcatters 
all around with hand unſparing: and if the 
timid youth grows cautious; Who, ſhe cries, 

__ eorbids? Has mean Envy, niggared Age, too 
ſevere Virtue, or fly Fannaticiſm, contracted 
thy noble heart? What was man ſent here 
for, but to enjoy the world, and be happy ? 
Look all around, O gentle youth, and fee 
wiuho regards the enthuſiaſtic dreams of the 
Cold, the poor, and the decrepit inſtructor : 
aand does he himſelf follow, when he has free- 
dom of choice, his own precepts ? | 
Then Pleaſure affecting to turn philoſo- 
pher, inſtructs her pupils, that the ſoul born 
with the body, and growing up together with 
it to perfection, fall together; and of the ſame 
materials are equally mortal. And though 
the world may be produced by a firſt cauſe, 


and not by accident, yet is it not manifeſt that 
no 


the gods have given; and keeping clear of 


the magiſtrate, baniſh fooliſh fear, and revel 


_ amidſt the gardens of felicity, in ſpite of 
prieſt-craft, and the politician's maxims, who 
ſtudy to enſlave the free-born mind. Then 
come away, tis Pleaſure that calls, and I invite 
you to nothing criminal. True may be an- 
ſwered; but who that indulges to thee, and 
become thy votary, can reſiſt the artful ſeduc- 
tions of Vice, to whom thou art but a fly 
procureſs? But when thou, O Virtue, nobly 


haſt conducted a mortal through thy thorny 
paths to the temple of Goodneſs ; ſeated upon 
a ſplendid throne, inferior creatures ſtruck 


with awe look up to him as a god; at the 
ſame time they are conſcious that nothing de- 


generates the human heart ſę much as an in- 


dulgence to illicit pleaſure. And yet who 
among the young pretends to rule the paſ- 
ſions? 3 . 

Thus how many amidſt -thoſe, whom a 


propitious providence, with liberal hand, has 


beſtowed every deſirable advantage of health, 
fortune, and capacity, are debauched by per- 
ſuing evil examples, void of fortitude to check 
overbearing appetite? If theſe fall, what ſhall 
we ſay of thoſe who are beſet with unavoid- 
able evil, by the doom of Poverty! Alas, 
it ſeems as if a kind of fate hung over the 
actions of but too many mortals: and how 
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no ſuperior being intereſts itſelf in our petty | 
affairs? therefore freely enjoy all the good 
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extremely difficult it is for thoſe, who better 
taught, are conſcious to the vanity of things; 
and with elevated thinking ſoar above the 
ſublunar ſphere; how hard for theſe to curb 
a depraved nature, and refrain from evil com- 
miſſions; much more to act on ine refine- 
ments of benevolence, though fear and hope, 
the great ſprings of action, —_— on their 
mans! | 

Loth as the lower claſs are to part with 
an inſignificant life, taught ſo by nature; what 
Beifig, capable of. judging, would accept an 
exiſtence on terms like theirs, where ſo little 
is to be enjoyed, and ſo much hazarded? If 
the moraliſt declares the world, like weeds, is 
over-run with wickedneſs, ſome may palliate 
the aſſertion with excuſes defenſive of human 
nature; but a mere novice knows that ſo 
frail is the human heart, and fo powerful is 
temptation, that few will ſtick at any thing 
to gratify a darling paſſion. Whence the 
_ cauſe? Are ſuch depraved creature but newly 
finiſhed by the hand of perfection? ſent into 
life by a kind father, who naturally would 
make his off-ſpring happy if in his power; 
and who can doubt his power, or diſtruſt his 
kind intention? Could not the univerſal pa- 
rent have made our dwelling- place a paradiſe, 
which no evil power ſhould moleſt; formed 
man of body beautiful, and of ſoul elegantly 
good; and ſecured his happineſs with immor- 
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globe is to be traced the footſteps of divine 
vengeance | 

Imperfect creature as I am, I would not 
give being to any thing, if I was deſtitute 


of power to render it happy ; or at leaſt to 


prevent its ſufferings, And what neceſſity -: 
placing man in this world of woe, in H 
he fatally hazards another terribly. endle 
man for prior offences was not delivere« hte 
at once for puniſhment and probation; 
benefit of which may not only redound 5 
ourſelyes, but accrue to countleſs worlds; de 
to them an endleſs memorial, or a ſtanding 
monument of the turpitude in diſobedience ; 
and ſerve to cruſh the idea of offence in its 
conception, to prevent another lapſe for ever 
and ever. Thus pre-exiſtence, without one 


evil tendency, at leaſt teaches the ſouPs im- 


mortality, and its being anſwerable in another 
for its actions in this ſtate; principles to com- 
munity of the higheſt utility, s well as it 
throws the light of apology on the myſteries 
of Providence, without which is involved 
in a cloud of inexplicable darkneſs. 


ETHICAL PROSOPOPOEIA. 


Providence vindicated; and that Good preſs Jes 
over Evil. A Combat between Lucifer and 
Abatel. 


Now with ſoft ſmiles of graceful condeſ- 


cenſion, inſpiring love and awful reſpect, turn- 


ing 
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ing towards me his angelic viſage, Zangola 
thus re- aſſumed his delightful narration; while 
through the pillared gay feſtoons bluſhing 
with flowers, the blooming faces of cherubims 
liſtening ſeemed to croud above, half conceal- 
ed amidſt their crimſon wings, and gay re- 
ſplendant plumage; and thus he fpoke : Re- 
leaſed from my priſon, and expiating in ſome 
meaſure by various miſeries, the guilt I had 
contracted in my former ſtate of probation, 
my ſoul diſcarnated, regained comparatively 
its preſtine energy; and involving myſelf in a 


form etherial, I winged away, conducted by 


aerial powers, to the cloud-built palace of 
Abdiel, who preſiding over the terraqueous 


planet, dwells amidſt the earth-ſurrounding 


atmoſphere; a check e e peer to the 
infernal prince of air, god of this world, 
leſt his malignant band, urged by their rage- 
ful chief, ſhould hurl prevailing diſorder 


round the works of creation. 


When I approached the peculiar reſidence 


of the mighty cloud-compelling arch- angel 


Abdiel, I found him encamping in the mid- 
dle region, with all his hoſt of angels prepar- 
ing for battle. Outragious Lucifer, prevent- 
ed by the preſerving authority and care of 


generous Abdiel, from deſtroying an exten- 


five city by an earthquake, grew deſperate; 
his proud heart diſdained the reſtraint of a 
ſecondary power, and he reſolved, concurring 
with his ferocious peers, to hazard all in a 

5 ... contelt, 
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conteſt; where he -would rather loſe all, and 
ſuffer every indignity forced by the will of a 
conqueror, than bend his own ſtubborn will 
to the leaſt ſubmiſſions : and mighty Abdiel 
_ ſometimes found it neceſſary to lower his 
haughty ſoul, and cover it with the ſhame of 
direful diſappointment. Abdiel received me 
in his flying tent, while he was giving orders 
to the angelic guards to open the magazine 
of thunders, and unbar the ſtore-houſe of 
tempeſtive winds. I knelt at his footſtool, 
and ſoftening the heroic ardour of his counte- 
nance, he ſaid, ſtay, O ſpirit, among the guar- 
dian angels, till the conflict is over, and the 
refractery compelled to duty, and then we 
will attend to your alfairs. 

Immediately an angel furling his wings, 
declared that Lucifer, and all Bis devils, were 
at hand, to diſpute his authority. Then Ab- 
diel mounted his ready chariot that waited 
his approach, and he bade the trumpets ſound 
to arms. At that the heavenly ſtandard, 
Which blazed a ſecond ſun, was diſplayed, 
Whoſe device was a pelican, with its blood 
feeding her off-ſpting; and the ſhrill trumpets 
re-echoed through the heavens. Mountains 
of amazing magazines moved high over head, 
ſtored with fiery lightning; and hugh clouds 
dark as night rolled alofr, loaded with pro- 


digious ſtorms ; ; and the ſquadrons forming 


into regularity, to warlike muſic flow mov- 
ed the battle, compoſed of ſwift chariots for 


ſpeed, 
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ſpeed, and maſly cars armed for deſtruction ; 


and amazing machines of dreadful annoyance 


or fafe-guard, in the form of neighing horſes, 
elephants, camels, and the rhinoceros of bulk 
ſtupendous, vomiting flames, and diſcharging 
terror and deſtruction that pierce the inmoſt 
ſoul; while from lofty towers on their broad 
backs, ſtrong garriſons dart the unerring 
javelin tipt with etherial fire. 


As when black clouds from afar prog- 
noſticate the hoſtile advance of a hurricane, 
terrible with mingled rain, hail, and thunder, 


dangerous to all beneath; fo gloomy dark- 


neſs approaching, gave notice of the infernal 


army, and ſoon Lucifer, clad in arms, high 


above the reſt in his chariot, like a pyramid, 
became viſible at a great diſtance. Abdict, 
whom rectitude and righteous reaion alone 
govern, commanded his obedient powers to 


halt, and he waited patiently the furious Lu- 


cifer, who now appeared diſtin& ſublime in 
terrible majeſty; and having loſt internal dig- 
nity, he was ſolicitous to appear in all the 

omp of vain external magnificence, always 


affecting bulk immenſe, after quitting original 


greatneſs. Sparkles of fire iflued from his 
orby eyes; and volumes of ſmoke, inmixt 
with angry flames, rolled from his enormous 
mouth, that appeared a volcano. Whilit his 
left arm ſuſtained a ſhield, broader than the 
ſetting fun; his unlimited right bore a flaming 


iword, that ſeemed: ſufficient to cut at one 


ſtroke 
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ſtroke a world aſunder; and over his back, 
ſtrong as a citadel, wide ſpreading wings, to 
which the ſails of the largeſt ſhips are as no- 
thing, hung like a canopy. 0, 

Not fo is better opponent. Conſcious of 
ſpotleſs innocence, and divine protection, he 
diſregarded an exterior appearance, and not 
truſting to his own arm, he had affiance in 
the giver of victory. Yet he took every mea- 
ſure "becoming his office, to guard againſt the 
fraud and force of his moſt cunning, and 
moſt powerful adverſary, and be prepared to 


meet his worſt, and confound his pride. Thus 


the form of bright Abdiel, correſponding to 


his noble mind, affected not brutal force, but 


zoined heavenly elegance to energic activity, 
fit to compaſs what the greatneſs of inventive 
genius required, not clog lively thought; but 
yet endued with ſuch a force, which like 
lightening ſhall perform its purpoſe, before 
its agency is diſtinguiſhed; from whoſe amia- 
ble majeſty of aſpect geſulted ſuch a celeſtial 
grace, as gave at once an idea of beneficence 
to the good, and to the evil terrific diſappro- 


83 
5 hen the grim ſultan of the air approach- 
ed near enough to be underſtood, with ſten- 
torific voice he ſpoke; as when far diſtant 
marriners hail with ſounding ſpeaking-trum- 
pets, the man of war failing aloof before the 
wind; fo hoarſely rolled his ruſty voice deep 
toned, and carried theſe words to the ears of 
Vor. II. C Abdiel : 
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Abdiel: but that it is beneath my ty 
vile ſlave, to parley with the ſycophant 1 
contemn, I ſhould require to hear thee ſay, 
what cauſe thou hadſt to interrupt my go- 
vernment in theſe domains, which I won 
from thy tyrant; and who gladly compound- 
ing for my blence above, prayed me to ac- 
cept this kingdom. To which, unrufled by 
paſſion, Abdiel replied, Providence beholding, 
O prince, that you over-acted the evil he ſuf- 
fers thee to ſcatter through his works, com- 
manded me to avert thy wicked purpoſes ; 
and I was obedient to the heavenly mandate; 
nor zealous in duty for his fake, would 1 
ſingly fear the univerſe in arms. 
To which the fierce apoſtate ſaid, O inſo- 
lent and fooliſh, that durſt avow this inſult, 
when thou knoweſt I could cruſh thee to 
atoms, and all thy vain abettors: but in pity 
to them who know not what they do, led by 
thy inſinuating deceptions, ſo willed by thy 
tyrant ; myſelf quitting my ſuperior army, 
will condeſcend to come forth and meet thee - 
in ſingle combat; and the victorious ſhall _ 
rule the conquered : thus I defy thee to the 
trial, but I doubt whether thy fears do not 
preponderate thy boaſted courage and gene- 
rolity. Blooming with ſmiles which at once 
manifeſted diſpaſſionate contempt and equa- 
nimity, heaven's vicegerent thus returned an- 
ſwer : Satan I know thee---and pity thy rut- 


nation----for thou who art the moſt proud 
and 


( 
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and impetuous of all beings, art forced to 
be conſcious to exceſs of weakneſs, vainly 
hoping to effect that by the ſtratagems of 
cunning, which thou muſt not by power; 
and truſting in the weakneſs of material 
ſtrength, thou thinkeſt to over- act me with 
bulk. O! involved in wickedneſs and mat- 
ter, how. ignorant art thou of ſpirit? Loft 
and undone being! but I will refreſh thy 
memory of {ſpiritual vigor, and give thee a 
ſpecimen of celeſtial energy ; for little as I 
am to thee in form, I accept thy challenge. I 
boldly defy thee, O ſtern apoſtate, and glory 
that I, who am the leaſt of great Jehovah's 
miniſters, and altogether unworthy, ſhould be 
permitted to ſtand forth the champion of his 
Providence, and the defender of his righteous 
government. Then kneeling oa the fleecy 
boſom of a condenſed cloud, fearleſs of the 
approaching ſteps of his antagoniſt, he raiſed 
up his brilliant eyes to heaven, and cried, 
with out- ſpreading hands; O, my God, I put 
my truſt in thee, let me never be confound- 
ed! at that the over-arching atmoſphere part- 
ing as a drawn curtain, diſcovered to his en- 
raptured view the celeſtial throne, from which 
ſhone reſplendent the majeſty of the divine 
ſhekinah ; and a voice ſang reſponſive---Vic- 
tory is thine: then lambent glories divinely 
notific, played around his ſtarry diadem; 
 god-like were his looks, and he ſcemed more 
than a match for angels. 
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Mean time Lucifer, towards à kind of 


vale between the armies in battle array, 


ſtrode forth exultant, as when an earthquake 


removes a ponderous mountain ; nor ſteps fo 
unwieldly the big-boned rhinoceros, with all 
his cumbrous load piled on his back; and 
poiſing his lance, he meditated a furious 
thruſt. At that up ſprung the inſpirited an- 


gel, and cooly provident of danger, he held 


in front his ten-fold target, and drew his 
celeſtial ſword heaven- tempered, into whole 
hands it was delivered, after it was bleſt by 
the eternal Son divine; and it bore ſuch a 


peculiar proper ty, as to attract whole trains 


of igneous particles, which firing by the ve- 
locity of its flouriſh, darted forth on its 

the keeneſt and moſt dangerous lightening 11 
every ſtroke; penetrating with the utmoſt 
ſubtilty the minuteſt atoms; dividing afun- 


der every reſiſting body of the hardeſt ſub. 


ſtance, and melting every thing capable of 
fuſibility. Now the diabolic chief drove full 
tilt at the ready angel, who received his ſpear 
thundering on his broad ſhield, ſent with the 
good will of deſtruction, Which it pierced; 


and ſticking 1 in the folds, by a tug the enemy 


tore it from his arm, with a burſt of joy, 


roaring like the victor bull who beholds his 


rival flying from his dreaded preſence. Then 
Abdiel, light of wing, flew up, and with a 
ftroke of his flaming ſword, ſhivered the 


tyrant” 8 Proud lance, and — his ſhield, 
Abdiel 


| 
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Abdiel plucked out the pointed ſpear, and 
javelin wiſe darted it in the boſom of. its 
rageful maſter, who. became buſted in wrench- 
ing it from his breaſt. Then Abdiel boldly 
attacked the foe, flying level with his tower- 
ing head; and in ſpite of his broad ſhield, he 


flaſhed ſuch lightening in his eyes, and pierc- 


ed him ſo in every part, that he had no time 
to recover from his aſtoniſhment; cut to the 
inmoſt ſoul, by the keen ſword that left no 


gaping wounds. Thus ruſhing from the 


ſkies, ruddy lightening darts flaſh after flaſh 
on the benighted paſſenger, and melts the 
{word in the ſcabbard; or breaks the ſtrong 
bones without cutting the ſkin. 

Groaning with the moſt intenſe pain that 
crucified his foul, the apoſtate, for a moment's 
eaſe, condenſed ſurrounding clouds, and hoped 
to cover himſelf in a veil of darkneſs; but 
AbdieFs ſword quick flaſhing, blew up his 
intrenchments about his ears, fluttered round 
his face, and dealt repeated blows. Furious 


with anger the foe, now within reach, patter- 


ed Abdiel's ſhield blow after blow, thick as 
hail; and thundering with reiterated ſtrokes | 
on his celeſtial helmet, not to be ſevered, he 
made him ſtagger this way and that, ſtuned 
with a cut from his vaſt ſword, fent with!all 
h1s might, and ſhivered into a thouſand pieces 
with over charged repetition. Down fell 
Abdiel at laſt, proſtrate at his feet, as in a 


1woon; for his phit, though not ſequeſtered 


from 
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from matter, was for a moment entangled i in 
organs greatly ditcompoſed. The holy army 
drooped deſpondent ; while the joy of the in- 
fernals was boundleſs, and more extravagant 
than the ſhouts of ſavages, driving down their 
encrnies in a dreadful onſet. 

But Anteus like, he fell to riſe with new 
ſtrong: h; and before the triumphant fiend, 
could advance, ſtoop down, and take his 
fallen enemy captive, he recovered, perfect) y 
plyed his wings, and ſoared above his reach, 
gaſhing him with many a cruel ſtroke. As 
it tired on wing, he then truſted to his rapid 
feet and nervous arm, and fought the giant 
fingle handed; who ſtraddling more than a 
coloſſus, now grappled the youthful angel in 
his arms, hoping to cruſh his form to atoms, 
and make him change his vehicle; which to 
the aerial powers is a kind of death: for 
gaining new forms, and unacquainted organs, 
the ſoul is at a loſs how to act for ſome time, 
till familiarized to its ſprings and movements. 
Eluſive of his known intent, Abdiel ſlipped 
from his claſp, piercing him with his dagger, 
_ attacking more and more his weakened foe, 
while himſelf ſtill gained ſuper-added ſtrength 
1 5 the angelic virtue derived from heaven. 

The bla&k conſcience of the apoſtate, tak- 
ing as it were the form of a ſooty cagic, flap- 
ped dreadful wings in his eyes, and made his 
ſoul ſhrink inward with uncommon horrors : 


* he icorned to detut, and {till plied his 
other 


heh , 
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other ſword, ſometimes hitting his foe, but 

oftener miſling, it whizzed in che empty air; 
while his enemy ſpringing here and there, ex- 
changed two blows for one, and never fail- 
ing. All nature ſeemed to be in terrible ex- 
pectation of the dreadful event. The clouds 
melted away in fear, and heaven gave as yet 
no attceitation of conqueſt. Then Abdiel 
finding a lucky opening, ſtruck with all his 
might, and his flaming ſword went hiſſing 
through the mountaneous body of the totter- 
ing chief, and cut him in twain ; but of that 
nature was the wonderous laſh, that all the 
organs fitly cloſing again, not removed, they 
healed together in! iantaneoully, and he be- 
came whole; fecling, indeed, to the very 
quick of perception, chat kind of 2 agonizing 
pang, and excruciating torment, which fails 
expreſſion! So the ſevered polypus having 
gained the divided part, unites as before, and 
ſeems as if it knew no ſeparation. 

Hoping to end the conflict, again Lucifer 
caught the not unwilling angel, "thinking to 
tread him under foot; but he polling the 

weakened chief on his well-knit hip, now 
growing ſtrong te its deſtined office, he ſud- 
denly threw the mighty internal down at his 
feet in terrible ruination; as when a ſuperb 


palace, weakened at its foundation; ; or a vaſt 


tower is undermined, down they fall with _ 
amazing devaſtation : ſo fell the diſcomfited 
apoſtate, groaning as loſt irrecoverably. As 

- | he 


_ 
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he lay proſtrate, Abdiel climbed up his 
ſhoulder, and\lke the Greenland fiſher, hew- 
ing on the back of a monſterous whale, he « 
ftood flaſhing the conquered foe,” that he 
ſhould no more riſe in that horrible form, 
and ſhould now acknowledge him conqueror. 


The heavenly hoſt ſhouted for joy, while 


the infernals growled like wolves fruſtrated 
of prey; and perfidiouſly breaking the truce, 
they ruſhed towards the vanquiſher, in order 


to demoliſh him with united numbers, and 


reſcue their fallen chief. But heaven's cham- 
pion plunged his indignant ſword deep in his 
vitals; and dying as it were, he paintully 
quitted his body to the victor, and took, as 
moſt reſembling his nature, a form ſomething 
like a flying dragon. Then Abdiel, as a 
kind of trophy, . from the materials of his 
vehicle, formed to himſelf a triumphant cha- 
riot; and riding at the head of his angelic 


hoſt, he met his foes, Satan fiercely leading 


chem ſtill tearleſs to the onlet, now all a fiery 
dragon. 

Thus the etherial general, ſhining like a 
God, with his angels poured on the trem- 
bling hoſt all at once, inevitable devaſtation 
in hail, rain, winds, ſtorms, tempeſt, thunder, 
and lightening, and drove them howling hor- 


rid diſmay; till from his golden throne re- 
vealing himſelf, the glorious emperor of uni- 


verſe waved: his ſceptre i in ſign of forbear- 
ances which the obedient Abdiel beholding, 


bowing 
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bowing with humility,” he ſounded a retreat, 
and left the fugitive demons to the ſcourges 
of their own impaſſioned fouls, and returned 
to his palace triumphant. As when a king 
on his filken couch repoſes, feathery-footed 
fleep introduces in his mind the powers of 
dreams, who picture him at the head of ar- 
mies, ſtorming caſtles, fighting mighty bat- 
tles, and ſacking noble Cries, or wafted in 
the ocean by his fleet, toſs him in tempeſts 


__ amidſt mountanous waves, and all-the craſh 


of heaven's artillery. But when he awakes, 
peace and pleaſure ſucceed, the hurly-burly 
is forgot, and he mingles joyous among his 
courtiers, ladies, and diverſions in ſongs of 
delight, So heaven's viceroy regained peace 
and pleaſure in his aerial palace. 

Abdiel now at leiſure, and as I had liber- 
ty to elect another ſtage of trial, he took me 
into his chariot inviſible to mortal eyes; and 
failing ſwiftly down the parting clouds, we ſoon 
alighted on this revolving globe. Ranging 
| through a great metropolis "with my imper- 
ceptible guide, we beheld the world as it goes, 
in ſearch of a ſtate thatAcemed moſt produc- 
tive of happineſs Left entirely to my own 
choice, and deceived by appearances, I choſe 
a life of pleaſure: for which purpoſe I re- 
quired to animate the form of a beautiful 
woman, where vanity, from the incenſe of 
adorers, might find the moſt charming gra- 
_ tifications. 


Sm "i 


18 ( 

The penetrative arch- angel, who eaſily diſ- 
cerns the various operations, that carry on 
the buſineſs of a world over which he pre- 
ſides; pitying a choice, whoſe pernicious con- 
ſequences his great experience naturally fore- 
ſaw; was yet obliged, from the nature of his 
office, to comply implicitly with my deſire, 
without altercation. Contracting himſelf as it 
were to his viſual faculty, he took into his 
mind all objects on the globe, and perceived 
a fit ſubject for my introduction. A lady of 
quality, in a great empire, who was I 
ſome, married a young nobleman of equal 


beauty. The connubial chain of flowery hap- 


pineſs being twined round their hearts, by 


reciprocal affection; young deſire from the 


fair bloſſoms of delight, was producing the 


firſt fruits of love. The great criſis being at 
hand in the ſecret myſteries of nature; con- 


ducted by the officiating power, I waited 1n- 
viſible for the critical moment, which offer- 
ing itſelf, I was ſuperinducted with inexpreſ- 
fible contact of ſpirit to matter, in nature's 
firſt rudiments, to the completion of which I 
became aſſiſtant. 

Thus contracted, in the narrow limits of 
bodily organs, and a dark priſon, the vo- 
lume of reminiſcence, though not blotted out, 
was cloſely ſhut; and I could only know 


from _ which were to be conveyed by 


my ſenſes through peculiar organs, my mind 


being then as unwritten paper, of 


any 
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any impreſſons, and for ſome time uncon- 


ſcious of exiſtence. After due incubation, 


Time, who produces all things, introduced 
me crying, bn this ſtage of life ; and emerg- 
ing out of a dark profound, I was greatſy 


ſtruck with the appearance of light, diſcover- 


ing a thouſand unknown objects delighted, 


till the powers of my ſoul 1 to expand, 
as experience took off the charm of novelty, 
and the vivid joy of being again renaſcent. 

As I grew up, there beamed from the 
beauty of my form, that nameleſs grace which 
once in an age fixes on a favoured object; 
and which attracts every eye, and captivates 
every heart. Thus the tendency which every 
child naturally gains, to believe itſelf the cen- 
tre of the univerſe, in which it is the nobleſt 
being, for which all things were made, and 
ſhould adminiſter to its deſires, was in me, 
on account of my beauty, rather encouraged 
than depreſt; while for a thouſand concurring 
reaſons, it is in others very judiciouſly ni ped 
in its firſt budding, for the depreſſion wy. elf- 
love. 

2 1 land” in years, new beauties 
crouded on my perſon, and the graces now 
began to reſide on my lips, equally red with 
coral, and more living ſoft than the plump 
ripening cherry. Little Cupids wantoned in 


my flowing robes z i in my ſhape became ele- 


gant, and in my air majeſtic. Gay love ſhot 
from my ſweetly brilliant eyes the darts of 


2 enchant- 
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enchantment; and weaving my gloſſy hair 
into ſilken chains, and wiery nets, laughing 
he entangled my adorers, as he lay peeping 
through the ſilken lawns tranſparency on the 
bed of lilies of my ſnowy boſom. A contraſt 
of colouring diſplayed itſelf over my face, 
whoſe fair ground was equal to the bloſſom's 
whiteneſs ; the bloom on my cheek not bein 
ſurpaſt by the gay bluſh of roſe buds. My 
laughing eyes were arched with the deepen- 
ing ſhade of a lovely bow, more pleaſing to 
the ſpectator than that which graces the hea- 
vens, declarative of future good will; their 
lids being ſweetly curtained with jetty fringe. 
If theſe common beauties ſtruck the e eee 
undeſining gazer, how was the nice del} 
ing eye charmed, with that juſt ſymetry of 
features in my face, that harmony divine, 
that ſoul of living elegance, which ſcarcely 
deigned the ſtupid gaze of wonder, but baſh- 
fully revealed itſelf to the view of Taſte, 
tranſcending all the powers of deſcription |! 
At fourteen I was declared by Fame the 
maſter piece of Nature. All the men ack- 
nowledoed me the queen of beauty, and the 
goddeſs of love, paying me adoration, offer- 
ing me the incenſe of praiſe, and vowing 
themſelves my flaves, declaring their lives 
and fortunes were at my command. At firit 
the.delight in my heart was great as poſſible, 
thus revolving in the ſphere of ſelf. O hea- 
vens! Wut tranſports filled my boſom, when 


looking 
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looking in the glaſs for hours together, I con- 
templated my exquiſite beauty, and fancied 
myſelf a divinity for mortals to adore! With- 
out ever once offering to adorn my mind, and 
check its weakneſs, I gained all the accom- 
pliſhments of politeneſs, and reviewed with 
ſelf complacency my exterior elegance, till 
weak enough to believe myſelf a ſuperior 
being, I received homage as my due; was 
haughty to inferiors, and full of contempt to 
thoſe who called in queſtion my ſuperiority 
Thus, though I was the admiration of all, I 
was not by a any really beloved : I was malici- 
ouſly hated by moſt among my own ſex; 
chiefly indeed on account of tranſcending 
beauty, a crime which many women love to 
puniſh through envy ;_a feeling from which 
my mother was not exempted; for ſtill retain- 
ing various charms, ſhe could not forget 
what ſhe was, and thought herſelf injured by 
the neglect ſhewn her, when I appeared 
eclipſing meaner beauties like the fun, and 
drawing every eye on my own glory! Theſe" 
leſſer ſtars tried by a thouſand arts, if they 
could not obſcure my brightneſs, to ſhare 
with me at leaft the day, or reign in my ab- 
lence; but when J appeared, their little luſtre 
faded away, and became extinguiſhed. They 
| ſtrove to lower and humble my pride when I 
was haughty and imperious, and imbitter 
the pleaſure which aroſe from the triumphs 


of vanity ; and were but too often ſucceſsful: 
| | but 
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but I counterpoiſed their malice, in the rich 


flowery robes of ſilken elegance; the grandeur 
of jewels; the invitations of nobility to the 
grand collation in magnificent ſaloons ; danc- 
ing gracefully to ſoft muſic, and chaining 
conqueſt to my chariot wheels. 

Thus vainly glorying in outward charms, 
which were not an index to interior beauty, 


my better part was neglected; and every 


noxious weed of paſſion was ſuffered to take 
root, which over-running my mind, rendered 
it a garden of poiſonous productions. All 
my thoughts terminating in ſelf, I was deſti- 


tute of benevolence, for I took no trouble to 


ſerve any, yet I expected all to pay me the 


tributes of generoſity. Void of true tender- 


neſs, I felt only what ever touched my plea- 
ſure, or my intereſt, Wiſe only in nonſenſe 
and faſhions, my capacity was ſhallow, my 
images few, my converſation trifling, and my 
wit folly; while conceitedneſs, pride, and af- 
fectation, in every motion, ſhone out conſpi- 
cuous. I cg pleaſure, but taſted no ſin- 
cere happineſs! I found applauſe, but loſt 
eſteem, Thus believing myſelf a ſuperior 
being, I became immenſely {elfiſh ; doing no 
ood to any one creature, I expected all the 
world ſhould be devoted to my ſervice; and 
thoſe who refuſed my claim, I treated with 
polite pride, contempt, and averſion. a 
As I knew that the ſweetneſs of friendſhip 


is a bliſs, tor which every mind feels a long- 


ing, 


9 
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ing deſire, and had not yet entangled my 
heart in love's ſoft ſnares, one of the moſt art- 
ful of her ſex, whom I once injured, vowing 
my deſtruction to thoſe who .hated me with 
the ſpite of malice; by the ſeductions of flat- 


tery, to which I was ever unguarded, attempt- 


ed my confidence; and working herſelf into 
favour by the meaneſs of ſlaviſh obedience, 
ſacrificing her own nature to my caprice, ſhe 
gained my friendſhip. But an utter traitor to 
my unſuſpecting boſom, ſhe betraid all my 
ſecrets, and exaggerated my follies to that de- 
gree, that I became often the butt of ridicule. 

The plan which my parents entertained, 
was to procure me a huſband, equally emi- 
nent for rank and riches, at all events; to 
which my own vanity could not but coincide; 
and among all my adorers, there was but one 
who had charms ſufficient to touch my heart, 
and that but in a ſlight degree; for it had 
little room but for ſelf. Even then I loved 
_ myſelf in liking him, he being in man what 
IJ was in woman; and he only could gain 


upon my heart, but by ſacrificing every heart 


to mine, and paying to all my commands 
ſervile obedience. I admitted him in my 


train of lovers, without intending to give his 


preſumptious hope encouragement, in order 
to ſwell my triumph; for he was neither of 
rank or fortune for me to think of marrying ; 
yet in my falſe friend he found a powerful 
ſollcitreſfſss. 


After 
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After a large ſum had been enn to 
ſhow me off, no match offered that was 
adequate to our wiſhes, though I was yet in 
the bloom and glory of perfection. At length 
an old amorous prince preſented himſelf, to 
' whoſe title and fortune, pride could make no 
objections: but to the curſe of elegance and 
vanity, he was not only old, but ugly, dilcal- 
ah, periſh and jealous. Many found com- 
fortifor my elevation, in the perſonal defor- 
mity of the prince, hoping that would em- 
bitter the joys of Grandeur, and make hoarſe 
the ſongs of Feſtivity. A great ſtrugglc 1 
felt- within my boſom, between pride and de- 
licacy, finding a difficulty to repel that aver- 
Hon, which it is natural for youthful beauty 
to feel towards old father Uglineſs. At 
length grandeur, aſſiſted with paternal elo- 
quence, conquered; and after due courtſhip, 
I ſacrificed my youth and beauty, on the 
altar of deformity, to gratify pride and often- 
tation! How much more eligible, in point 
of pleaſure, as well as leſs criminal, is the 
| life of a ſhepherdeſs, who marries in a vil- 
lage the youth ſhe loves; performing the bu- 
 fineſs of the day together, how pleaſing the 
unheeded moments vaniſh, forgot in ſweet 
diſcourſe which lightens the load of anxious 
drudgery ! or apart by graſſy meads divided, 
if perchance the faithful ſwam hears his char- 
mers voice; or through the opening hedge 
T_T her pak, he he feels blithe N and 
his 
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his heart rebounds. At evening's ſoft appear- 
ance, when the diſtant clock declares the hour 
of retirement, away the nymph advances, hap- 
ply to join her ſwain, and ſeeks the path 
their feet had worn; ſoon ſhe meets half way 
her ruddy lover, ms. to his cottage, and 
tells a merry tale that makes the brow of la- 
bour unbend with ſmiles, and ſhakes the ſides 
of care with laughter. 
Now ſweetly-blooming Pleaſure, deſcend- 


ing from her filver throne, marched through 


her magnificent temple, and mounted her 


gayly-ornamented chariot, glittering with 
jewels: a troop of ſmiling Joys awaited her 
approach, and throngs of gladful Delights 
ſurrounded her car, as ſhe directed her courſe; 
and alighted, inviſible indeed to mortal eyes, 
near my palace; but in all my paths ſhe ſhed 
tranſport, and inſpired my heart to long for 
all her charming gratifications. Nor was I 
backward to give myſelf. up to her com- 
mands : but at length proving a tyrant, ſhe 
would not accept my ſubmiſſions, till I had 
renounced Virtue, forgot Goodneſs, and ſe- 
parated from the friendſhip of ſacred Honour: 


{o jealous ſhe was of her power, and fo arbi- 


trary in her dictates! O Pleaſure, thy paths 
oft terminate on the borders of Vice! 

As my beauty and elevation were apolo- 
gies for ſelf- love, to induce me to fancy my- 
{elf above the common race of mortals ; 
though in fact the poor homely wench in a 
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hut, that refrains from evil upon principle, 
was my ſuperior : ſo I concluded I ought to 

ttle *paradiſe was formed by the greateſt 
artiſts, in which was an aſſemblage of all 
that 1s delectable in nature. Delicious ſtreams 
were taught to wanton through fertile mea- 
dows, blith with ſporting lambs; to ſeperate 
affrighted amidſt frightful rocks; or flow 
muſically charmed through choice gardens of 


gay ſhrubs, blooming with every rich colour, 


where beneath freſh verdure ſpread itſelf inmixt 


with flowerets delicately ſweet, perfuming the 
ambient air with rich fragrance. Then the ri- 


vulets loſt themſelves in a glaſſy lake, metro- 
polized with the gilded turrets of temples, 
obeliſks, pyramids, and porticos. In the midſt 
of the lake, on a rocky baſis, was a pleaſure- 
palace, lovely with decorated elegancy, and 


grand with golden magnificence; with four 


different fronts, in a taſte the moſt finiſhed, 
to which led four different bridges, equally 
beautiful in decoration, as conſtruction. _ 

There we oft retired, ſailing in barges, 
blazing back to the ſun the rays of emulat- 


ing glory, gay with ſtreamers, and beautified 
with blooming youths, ſtriking their filver 


oars regular to the enchanting ſounds of in- 
ſtrumental muſic; ceaſing by intervals to the 
melody of. vocal harmony; and then joining in 


grand choruſes, till we arrived at the bright 


* 


Palace, 


_ uncommon pleaſure. Accordingly a 
1 
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palace, enjoyed the ſocial banquet, and mixt 
in the dance of jocund feſtivity. 

My favourite youth conciliating the friend- 
ſhip of the prince, often made one in theſe 
charming parties. He embraced with ardency 
every occaſion that preſented itſelf, to mani- 
feſt, that he ſtill continued my adorer; yet 
with ſuch peculiar addreſs, as never to give 
umbrage to the prince, awake his ſuſpicion, 
or offend my delicacy. Thus by the ſoſt in- 
ſinuating ſweetneſs of his polite manner, and 
from a lovelineſs of ſhape that ſet the prince's 
deformity in a light too conſpicuous, he gain- 
ed ground on my affection; and to the grace- 
fulneſs of his fine perſon, he joined the ſweet- 
eſt voice, with a ſmall talent for the ſoft in 
poetry: for one evening, juſt before I was 
quitting the town for a week, he ſung me 
the following ſong : . 


Emblem of truth the turtle-dove, 
In hope to find its abſent love; 
Swift to the covert ſæims along, 
And fondly coos a blither ſong. 


But when ſhe views her flutt'ring mate, 
Pierc'd by the dart of cruel fate, 

She flies appal'd, and fills with ſcreams 
The hills, the groves, and conſcious ſtreams, 


So when by Faſhion's dire decrec, 
Oh Silvia, I was doom'd to ſee 

Thy dreadful baniſhment from town, 
To feel thy tears, and hear thy moan, 


E 2 Thus 
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Thus forc'd from thee, my life, to part, 
Such frenzy ſeiz'd my throbbing heart! 
Haſte then my Silvia, for I burn; 
I languiſh till thy dear return 


When he has met me alone in the citron 
grove, how oft has he fallen at my feet, and 


breathed ſuch ſoft accents of love, as almoſt 


melted my ſoul, and produced a diſcovery in 


his favour, though I forbid him with the 
frown of ſeverity. My perfidious friend, his 


confident, and who plotted my ruin, in' ſpite 
of the favours I beſtowed, would commend 


the charms of his perſon, and the ſweetneſs - 


of his mind; extolling to the ſkies his regard 
for me, and his prudence. Then remarking 


on the deformity of the prince's exterior, 


with his mental imbecillity; and that if a 
correſpondence was carried on between me 
and my lovely youth, ſuppoſing his highneſs 
was not defrauded of his delight, and every 
thing was ſecretly concealed from his know- 
ledge; it was but a natural conſequence 


of ſuch unequal marriages, and was what no 


rational being could poſſibly condemn. She 


would ſay, why ſhould you, who poſſeſs the 


fineſt * perſon, be debarred the pleaſures for 


which the fineſt perſon is given, reciprocally 


to beſtow and receive joy in its higheſt per- 
fection? Fatal infinuations! a 
Theſe being but my own ſentiments cloath- 
ed in language, I too eafily acquieſced to my 
ruin; 
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ruin; for one ſultry evening, going without 
company into a thicket of lemons and orange 
trees, to combat, as I thought, againſt a paſ- 
fion, which my miſtaken tendernels too fond- 
ly cheriſhed; for Virtue, with conſcious Ho- 
nour, held in my boſom a regal dominion; 
and to enjoy the cool refreſhing breeze, the 
lovely youth, who watched my ſteps, came 


when I was ſeated in a fragrant bower. He 


knelt at my feet, and fondly kiſt my half 


withdrawing hand, on which, as the altar 
of love, he ſwore eternal love and fidelity, 
proteſting if I ſtill continued cruel to his 
paſſion, he could no longer ſurvive my in- 
flexibility. Muſt my heart, he ſaid, fill 
brood over its ſorrows; pant with fancied 


terrors, and ſwell with ſilent vexation? With 


ſuch ardour he ſpoke the ſweet language of 
love, his eyes looking languiſhingly on mane, 
and ſo forcibly he ſtole ſuch. rapturous kiſſes 
from my now too willing lips, that at length 


they pronounced to his earneſt interceſſion 


he was not quite indifferent to my heart. So 
inſpiring are the affections! All ecſtacy he 
flew to my arms, thanking with gratitude of 


ſoul my generous goodneſs. But hiding my 


bluſhes, I commanded him to depart, fear- 


ful of diſcovery, telling him his confident 


ſhould direct our future friendſhip : then 
kiſſing my hand he retired, bowing obedience, 
and ſighing love. Alas! there is in human 
nature a fatal ſtrange deciduoulſneſs! _ 
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My treacherous friend applauded the reci- 
procation of our paſſions with tranſports; and 
now, ſays ſhe, kind fortune, ever propitious 
to lovers, has put it in your powers to enjoy 
a full completion of your unfiniſhed loves, 
as the prince 1s gone for a week on a hunting 
party ; then catch fleeting opportunity betore 
ſhe flies away, never to reviſit and bring you 
happineſs. Yes, to-morrow night the fond 
youth ſhall attend you in your chamber, 
dreſt in female attire, to deceive ſuſpicion's 
eye; and thou no more ſhalt be defrauded 
of love with empty carreſſes. Away----there 
needs no reply. I will go and prepare the 
highly-favoured youth. | 

Too ſoon the fatal evening arrived, that 
was to bring on the triumphs of lawleſs love, 
which guilt made anxious; and Virtue ſtill 
holding a faint ſhadow of authority, raiſed 
commotions in my boſom, where from con- 
tending paſſions all was anarchy, diſorder, and 
confuſion. At length guilty Love mounting 
the boſom's throne, tyranniſed over the heart; 
but Conſcience, who though repelled, yet was 
not conquered, boldly remonſtrated againſt 
the uſurpation, and declared, in a voice not 
to be ſmothered by habitual indulgence, that 
unlawful Love, in its moſt favourable cha- 

racter, was the general foe of mankind, and 
the firſt to give the finiſhing ſtab to young 
Virtue: but when ſhe led to the dark ſecret 
chambers of adultery, ſhe ought to be deteſt- 


ed 
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ed by mankind, and held in the utmoſt abo- 


mination |! „ | 
The gay youth, elated with love, diſdained 
all thought of danger, and ſuffered himſelf 
to be conducted to my chamber, dreſt in 
ſome of my cloaths ; he gently tapped at the 
door. My heart miſgave me, and throbbed 


in my boſom; all my nerves vibrating, ſhook 


every joint, and almoſt deprived me of mo- 
tion ; but it was too late to recede. I open- 
ed the door; my lover ſprung in, but ſeeing 


my diſorder, he uſed every loft and gentle 


method to quiet my fears, and calm my heart. 
Calling me his goddeſs, and kneeling at my 
feet, as I far on a ſofa, he bowed on my 
knees, and kiſſing my hand, vowed perpetual 
love, and everlaſting fidelity. When the 


tears guſhed from my eyes, as if I had a pre- 
ſentiment of the evil, fate was hurrying to- 


rds our devoted heads, he ſpoke ſo melt- 
ing ſoft as ſoothed my ſoul to peace, with the 
ſweet muſic of ſenſibility. Then he fondly 


upbraided me of diſtruſt, ſwearing by all the 

powers above, he would die rather than 1 
ſhould ſuffer a moment's diſquietude ; be- 
ſeeching me, with all the eloquence of youth 


and beauty, not to tarniſh the joys of love 


by delay; for niggard Time, perhaps, would 


icarce again prove fo propitious: and your 
exhauſted ſpirits, he cried, require the bed 
of repoſe. I ſuffered myſelf to be undreſt, 
and that night we ſlept together, Would to 

| heaven 
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heaven I had firſt been ſeized with the ſleep 
of death 5 vel 
At the peep of morning I chid his delay, 
and he formed too many pleaſing excuſes, 
which though wrong in fact, were right in 
love! How oft my fond fears reminded him 
of dangerous day light; even while my arm 
detained him? With what tenderneſs he 
would accuſe me of cruelty, till gaining time 
in the ſoft parley, we ſealed mutual forgive- 
neſs on the lip of roſy youth! Juſt as he was 
going to riſe, I heard the human tread, and 
then a cluttering noiſe aroſe, which filled our 
fouls with terror; and I felt the omen in the 
parting kiſs. Soon we diſtinguiſhed the 
prince's voice above the reſt, crying out, 
where is the villain? in ſounds more tremen- 
dous than thunder to the maid, who beholds 
her lover lying blaſted to death with lighten- 
ing. I whiſpered, in an agony of invention, 
Jump out of window into the garden. He 
anſwered, as he looked down, there is nothing 
but ſwords and pointed ſpears to catch thy 
wretched lover! What ſhall I do? turning 
round, and wringing his hands in deſpair, 
what can ſave us? he cried. Then fly into 
my cloſet, and run down the back ſtairs, 1 
rejoined, Ha! he ſtarting ſaid, they are now 
coming up that way. TI ruſhed, and bolted 
the door. Go then, I cried, beneath the bed, 
wrench up the two boards -made looſe for a 
peculiar . purpoſe, with this iron; giving a 
| 1 „ ready 
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ready inſtrument, left there by chance; and 


then work your way through. the ceiling 
below. He went---ſucceeded----I cloſed the 


boards over the labouring youth, and ſlipt 


into bed juſt before my wrathful huſband 
broke open my door 


Oh, my dear lord, I had preſence of mind 


to ſay, Tam glad it is you, for I have been 


terrified to death with this outragious uproar! 
What is the matter? I feared thieves had 
broke into the houſe. Ah traitreſs, he cried, 


looking round wildly in the amazement of diſ- 
appointed rage, where is thy wicked para- 
mour? Oh, my loved lord, I faid, uſing all the 
ſoft blandiſhments of fondneſs, what means 
your ſuſpicions to a wife the moſt faithful? 
But let your utmoſt reſearches witneſs my in- 
nocence. You ſee there is no poſſibility of 
eſcape! He was ſtaggered at my guiltleſs ap- 


pearance. Love, when he engraves kiſſes on 


toft cornelian lips, leaves behind no tell-tale 
impreſſions! But when he could find no veſ- 
tage any where of the adulterer; he became 
confounded : yet he looked under and in the 
bed; up the chimney, and in every cloſet, 
cabinet, or corner, that could hold a man, 
before he gave over his reſearches. | 
My chamber overlooked the orangery, an 
beneath was the laundry, where the ſervant 
lay that took charge of the linen. The gar- 
dener was her lover, and it happened that 
night the laundreſs had conſented to admit 
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her admirer, in order to celebrate the feſtival 
of love, too impatient to ſtay till Hymen 
could tye the marriage knot, Both of them 


young, healthy, and laborious, to recruit ex- 
hauſted ſpirits, required the refreſhments of 


repoſe, and fleep had bound them in his 


ſtrongeſt fetters. The deep-toned ſnore that 


played round their ears, was as it were an 
atmoſphere of noiſe, which prevented the ad- 
miſſion of ſounds leſs than thunder, from 
piercing their tympanum, that nothing might 
diſturb their repoſe, arouſe them from the 
bands of ſweet ſleep, and force them to 
awake. Thus my dear youth had time to 
work his way through the thin laths, which 
with the mortar fel} thick upon them ; for 
their bed was juſt under the place of his la- 
bour. At length the falling mortar awaken- 
ed them, and hearing a ſtrange crackling 
over-head, they were confounded. But what: 
was their aſtoniſhment, when my ftripling 
floundering through, fell on the bed acroſs 
them both. Screaming as at an earthquake, 
they thought the houſe was tumbling about 
their ears; and ſhouldering the youth from 
the preſſure, they jumped out of bed, and 


ran away as faſt as poſſible. After my lover 


had recovered himſelf, he ſaw by the light 
coming through the door the gardener's 
cloaths, which he made bold to borrow ; and 
ſtealing through the ſhady part of the ſhrub- 


by garden, he made a ſafe eſcape, with joy 5 


equal 
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equal to thoſe who are juſt delivered from a 


threatening ſhipwreck. Dangerous eſcapes in 


love, keep the edge of novelty from being 


| blunted by repetition, and add to the tender- 


neſs of mutual ſenſibility. © „ 
The perfidious friend, who now hoped af- 
ter my deſtruction. to marry my huſband, to 
whom - ſhe had yielded her honour, almoſt 
met the fate, which prepared for me, ſhe ſo 


highly deſerved, and I warded off ſo luckily. 


She begged the prince to have patience, and 
he ſhould know all. He conſented. She 


came to me. I revealed the whole affair, 


pouring without reſerve into her viperous 
boſom, the ſecrets of my ſoul. She betray- 
ed me again to his highneſs, who ſoon gained 


occular demonſtration by the ceiling, of my 


youth's eſcape; and they laid another trap to 

catch, and overwhelm us with ruination. _ 
The prince inſidiouſly apologized for his 

abrupt return, acknowledging he received the 


falſe alarm from an anonymous letter; confeſt 


his fault, begged forgiveneſs, and was par- 


- doned. All things wore the face of ſerenity, 
under which, on both ſides, was maſked the 
moſt political ſtratagems; by me to receive 


ſately again my lover; by the partizans to 
catch us together, The prince left me for a 
week, as uſual, on parties of pleaſure, and 
ſeemed to loſe all ſuſpicion. At length he 
was to perform a tour tor three weeks, and I 
was certain, by the return of a ſervant, that 
F2 he 
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he was ſeveral days journey dittant; and then, 
by the concurrence of our friend, my lover 
was admitted to my chamber. Language has 
no power to expreſs the joy of our ſecond 
meeting. We laughed at the laundreſs; and 
he told me all his peril, intermingling ſweet 
kiſſes; and heard my management with burſts 
of applauſe. Oh, my dear princeſs, he would 
Jay, thy bright foul is as matchleſs as thy 
beautiful perſon: and could fate deſign ſuch 
perfection alone for deformity? No, while 
he offers you title and riches, and the world 
of pleaſure, I alone am formed to ir you 
with love! 

Little did we think of approaching evils, 
_ now gathering over- head in deſtructive ſtorms, 
{or love alone filled our fond boſoms. We 
had not been long in bed, before the cham- 
ber door flew open inſtantancouſly, and we 
were both ſeized before we knew our misfor- 
tune. Lights were introduced, and the blood 
curdled in my veins. I beheld my perfidi- 
ous friend handed in by the prince, bearing 
ſwords and inſtruments of death; who to his 
natural hideouſneſs, added a look of horrific 
wildneſs, in a erin of ſavage barbarity ! 
Without any regard to decency, we were 
dragged out of bed; and he cried: aloud to 
me, now artful wretch, thou ſhalt meet thy 
deſerts; but know before your fate ap- 
proaches, Fhy Friend t too > honeſt.—-Ha I faid, 


ung 
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- fung with agonizing ſenſations——ſlie betray 
me- and talk of honour----Oh 


Turning round to my trembling lover, he 
thus ſpoke, above my tone of voice; auda- 
cious villain—-but reproaches are beneath 
me, it is thy heart's blood for which my 
revenge thirſts---thou ſhalt die----Yet there 


is a way left open to ſave thy life, and that 


is---do not ſtart---for ſhe is doomed to die. 
and therefore as well by thy hand as ano- 
ther's ; that is, to ſtab her with this poniard! 
holding in his hand a dagger. Yes, ſays the 


| treacherous friend, ſmiling, as ſhe merits 


death, ſhe will gladly receive it by the hands 


of him ſhe ſo dearly loves! and thus ſaying, 


on us both ſhe ſneered vile contempt. ' en 


ing up his eyes, my dear youth cried, ye 
gods, it ſhall be fo !-----ſhe ſhall die----ſhe 


- merits death indeed land your juſtice de- 


mands 1t----and to fall by theſe hands! 


Give me the poniard. He graſped it in his 


right hand firmly, and with a ſudden back- 
handed ſtroke, he plunged it deep in my 


faithleſs friend's deceitful heart, and to the 


ground he beat her dead; ſaying, behold ye 

gods! I have done you a piece of juſtice, and 

now reſign myſelf to my own fate! 
After the firſt aſtoniſhment was over, my 


fierce huſhand tempted me alſo, and faid; 
you ſee that villain deſerves death from a 


double crime; if you will give it him, you 


ſhall lave your own life; and that act ſatisfy- 
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ing the thirſt of revenge, ſhall conciliate for- 
giveneſs, if not gain loſt affection. 


I ſhuddered back, trembling vaſt averſion! 


Oh, my lord, I cried, cover not my folly 
with agoregated baſeneſs, and ſuper- added 
turpitude. I own myſelf wicked, but can- 
not ſave that life which is naturally precious, 
by the cool villainy of deliberation. But if 
pardon is blotted out from mercy, I ſubmit to 
my doom, with the calm reſignation of con- 
ſcious guilt full of contrition, and will not 
on any account ſtain my ſoul with murder 


Oh my noble princeſs, the youth ſaid, ſince 


muſt die, let me, O let me, I beſeech thee on 
my knees, receive the fatal blow from thy 
fair hands. From thee, death loſing all its 

deformity, will grow full of grace and beau- 


ty; and I ſhall receive the kind ftroke with 
= EPR joy, in the reflection, that I am 


nabled by dying to give thee life, and pro- 
cure thee pardon; which is to even guilty me, 
a thought ineſtimably grand, the glory of 
whoſe tranſcending generoſity alleviates the 
very ſting of death! With joy I give my 
life to purchaſe the happineſs of her I lowe. 
But I continued firm to my firſt reſolution, 


and my jealous huſband growing impatient, 
cried, then behold the puniſnment due to 


adultery. So ſaying, he ſtabbed the beauti- 
ous ftripling deep in the boſom, who falling 
at my feet, "breathed out his ſoul before me, 
and fixed his tender dying eyes on my faint- 


ing | 
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ing form. Then till to gratify the hunger 
of keen revenge, they hewed him limb from 
limb; and bringing me to myſelf, I waked 
but to behold his mangled carcaſs ; at which 


I fhrieked out, ſtupified with horror! Now, 


ſays the unmerciful tyrant, it remains to in- 
flict thy chaſtiſement, and ſince thy beauty, 
overborne by tides of vanity, was the cauſe 
of all this fatality, thy adored beauty ſhall 
pay the forfeit. Falling at his feet, I cried, 
Oh my dear lord, give me death; I aſk not 
pardon; but do not disfigure my perſon, 
and make me drag on a loathſome life of 
miſery. Oh kill me----Yes, he rejoined furi- 
ous, I will kill thy vanity, by diſpoiling thy 
charms of their boaſted excellency; and in 
. vindicating my injured honour, fet the world 
an example! He ſaid, and looked all a devil 
----for as an act of goodneſs angelifies the aſ- 
pect of the benevolent, ſo indulging to cruel- 
ty, his terrifying viſage bloated itſelf to more 
than human uglineſs ! — N 
Spare me, I cried aloud, ſcalding tears 
ſtreaming from my eyes, ſpare thy repentant 
wife from this foul diſhonour----But the un- 
feeling wretch made himſelf deaf to my cries. 
Though half naked, with my white boſom 
bared by deep diſtreſs, I beſeeched mercy, 
yet his ſtony heart was unmovable; and 
with favage ferocity, he cut off my noſe, 
with his own revengeful hands; horribly 
wounding all my beauties, and obliterating 
my 
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8 my charms, he left me dying with exceſs off 
miſery, yet unable to die, and fearful to de- 


troy mylelf, 

In time, by the ſurgeon's aid, 1 gained my 
health, but indeed at the expence of mortifi- 
ed vanity; and now I began to know mylelF, 
for repenting of my folly, I rectified my 
heart, and felt delightfully playing round my 
boſom ſweet benevolence, ſo inſtructed by 
religion. My brother, a young ſpirited of- 
ficer in the army, came to ſee me, and when 
I entered, ſtruck with horror, he cried, who 
did this? The prince being there, owned 


the deed, and-told the cauſe. Barbarian, 


equally guilty yourſelf, my brother cried, 
highly irritated, in not giving her death, you 


had no right to mangle my dear ſiſter; and 
drawing his ſword, ſwore he would have ſa- 
tisfaction. The prince drew in a moment, 
and their weapons claſhing, in agonizing deſ- 
pair I flew between their ſwords, to prevent 


bloodſhed : but Ah me, I found the prince's 


rapier dart coldly through me, like a bolt of 
ice; and ſhivering I fell on the ground, call- | 
ing my brother, who dropping his {word, flew 
to my aid, bending over my dying frame. 1 


faid juſtice 3 1s now, my dear brother, ſatisfied. 
I deſerve and rejoice in death; but I require 
you, with the kind commands of ſiſterly love, 


and every dying ſanction, to ſtifle all revenge; 


to forgive my injured lord, and reconcile him 


to my memory. So ſaying, falling gently in 
| his 
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his arms, I gave up the goſt; and my active 
ſoul, releaſed from its carnal chains, winged 

fwift away to lofty regions. 


The Ninth TRANSMIGRATION. 


The terrene Puniſhment of Adultery. 


When I was conducted to the interior pa- 

vilion of the facred preſence of Abdiel, I 
waited ſometime before I was permitted to 
approach the auguſt domination ; my ſpirit 

being full of perturbation from a conſciouſ- 

neſs of having gone through my probation 
unworthily ; and a painful expectation of the 

j conſequence. I was at length admitted, and 
1 humilitating myſelf in ſubmiſſive proſtrations 
a before his imperial throne, I remained ſilent, 
1 with bitter ſhame confounded ; while thus he 
broke forth; Oh, would mankind but prac- 
tiſe the art of abſtaining from illicit delight, 
how many evils would they avert! what ſtores 
of pleaſure would they accumulate! How 

many, for the poſſeſſion of frail beauty, and 
exterior lovelineſs, have run the hazard of 
every perdition! What numbers, for the ſake 3,112 
of riches and ambitious power, in a ſhort life 
at the longeſt, do even give up every immor- | 
tal conſideration! Who is there among the 
ſons of mortals that would go through a life W 
of poverty, contempt, and exterior uglineſs, bo 
to gain endleſs kingdoms, and never failing * 
beauty? And yet, on giving up the preſent 1 
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moment, depends the enjoyment of the fu- 

ture! 5 1 
As to thy failure, O ſpirit, thou art firſt to 
animate a human form, ſimply in puniſhment, 
void of probation. Immediately I was eſ- 
corted into Africa, on the banks of the vaſt 
river Niger, where the metropolis of a large 
Negro kingdom ſpread itſelf; and where one 
of the black king's jetty wives was becoming 
pregnant; whoſe embrio, after taſting the cup 
of oblivion, I was doomed to vivify. In a 
few months I was born, and hailed a black 
prince. As I grew up, my ſkin was of a perfect 
blacknels, ſoft and gloſſy: with a wide mouth, 
my thick blubber lips turned outward a large 
ſeam, and diſcovered my white teeth, like 
rows of ivory; my broad noſe was flattened 
to my face; my ſlowy eyes ſparkled in their 
orbs of whiteneſs, and the thickſet wool curl- 
ed jetty on my head. In my youth I exer- 
ciſed myſelf with bow and arrows; and fear- 
leſs of the dreadful crocodile, when ſcorched 
by the ſultry ſun, I daſhed ſportive in the 
broad river, and perfected myſelf in the art of 
ſwimming. Growing towards manhogd,. with 
my tough ſpear, pointed with ſharpened bone, 
or the piercing thorn; and my keen ſword, 
__ edged with flint, ſupported by my faithful 
dog, I would hunt undaunted the leopard's 
| ſpotted whelp, and over the hills perſue the 
flying game. But my enjoyments were ſoon 
over. The irreverſible decree of fatal pre- 
; _ deſtination, 
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deſtination, for prior crimes, not out of the 
wantonneſs of power, or the folly of partial 
averſion, and capricious election, judicially 
doomed me to undergo a ſeries of miſery. _ 

My royal parent made war on the black 
monarch, whoſe kingdom reaches towards the 
river Senegal. As I was of a martial diſpo- | 
ſition, I attended my father in his expedition. 
We fought ſeveral battles, and were generaily 
ſucceſsful; but our enemy gaining a large 
reinforcement of black troops, attacked us in 
a deſperate battle, which became deciſive; for 
we loſt the day, leaving fifty thouſand in the 
field; and my father, with the broken re- 
mains of his army, fled high up the Niger: 
but it was my fortune to be taken captive - 

among many thouſands, carried in triumph, 
and in one of the huts, which compoſe the 
king's palace, I was impriſoned. | 

6 - The young princeſs Zaidi beholding my 

7 diſtreſs, charmed with my gloſſy hue, my 

| broad lips, and flat noſe, fell in love with 
me; and one night ſhe came into my dun- 

geon, and making known her paſſion, we 
agreed to fly together. Accordingly next 

f night ſhe provided for our eſcape, and the 

* moon brightly pouring her mild beams round 

the duſky ſhades, ſne came and releaſed me 
herſelf, from the cordage that bound my 
limbs. Nimbly as the tyger ruſhes down the 
iteep hill from his perſuers, we fled acroſs vaſt 
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mountains and ſavannas, till we reached a 
large foreſt, which was a ſeat of ſecurity. 
For a few days I was permitted to taſte 
the. ſweets of a pleaſure great indeed, but 
from which were to ariſe the bitterneſs of 
miſery, Zaidi was of a nature extremely 
volatile and amorous; and in her kind a 
beauty. She was tall; her ſkin was of 'the 
fineſt jet, and her limbs neatly turned, Her 
only cloathing was round her hips a zone of 
feathers, and upon her head ſhe wore white 
plumage, floating in the air. On her back 
the ſuſtained a little quiver of darts, faſtened 
with a band between her firmly-riſing breaſts, 
that parted delightful, and courted the touch. 
From the charms of her perſon, the fond- 
neſs ſhe expreſt towards me, and a ſenſe of 
gratitude, I found myſelf poſſeſt for her with 
the ſtrongeſt paſſion; and that I loved her 
more dearly than life. Nothing without her 
had any charm to pleaſe; her abſence made 
every thing diſguſtful, and I fixed on her all 
my happineſs. With what joy did I bring 
her the ripened fruits, which nature richly 
profuſe in thoſe hot climates produces; and 
the delicious nuts, whoſe milky juice ſerved as 
a cordial to the parched ſtomach, and whole 
ſhells afforded cups in which I gladly preſent- 
ed the clear liquid from the freſh running 
ſtream ; accepted with ſmiles and tender ca- 
reſſes, rewards more valuable in love than 
gold and jewels. Thus for MN "= 
A dwelt 
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dwelt in a charming ſolitude, and at night a 
grotto ſtrewed with flowery- leaves afforded a 
bed, where folded in each others arms we 
ained the ſweeteſt repoſe, without regretting 
loſt thrones. : | | 
The king of the country in which we had 
taken refuge, was a young negro, a confede- 
rate to our enemy; and he gained intelligence 
of our being in the foreſt from his huntſmen, 
by whom we were fatally diſcovered. The 
prince with a guard of blacks came himſelf to 
take us priſoners, and one morning whule on 
her lovely boſom I reclined in a vale of flow- 
ers, ſheltered from the ſun by various ſhrubs 
in a circular form, he ſurrounded, and burſt- 
ing ſuddenly upon us, preſented a hundred 
| ſpears before, behind, and each ſide! Zaidi 
ſcreamed. I ſtarted up, and caught one of 
her arrows, ſtanding before her as her defen- 
der; but they ruſhed upon us, and took us 
captive. Ah! what were our diſtreſſes ! I rav- 
ed, I bitterly reproached the prince. I beg- 
ged for Zaidi. He bent his black eyes to- 
wards her----and admiring her beauty, he laid 
his feathery crown at her feet. She ſeemed 
to approve the offering, and I was ſtung with 
keen jealouſy. He ſeized her hand, at which 
breaking away my arm from the guards, I 
ſtruck the preſumptuous king ; who turning 
furious, told me Zaidi by the chance of war 
was now his wife, to which, for thy audaci- 
ouſneſs, he ſaid, thou ſhalt be witneſs. 
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He commanded me to be tied to a tree, 
and the guards to retire. Then over againſt 
me, he obliged my dear Zaidi to ſit down on 
the bank with him, to which ſhe complied 
with ſome reluctance. He treated her with 
a rich repaſt, ever and anon fondly throwing 
his black arms round her ſlender waiſt; and 
his defire growing fierce, he even dared to ra- 
viſh her before my face. Furious with diſ- 
traction, I endeavoured to pull down the lot- 
ty tree to which I was faſtened, or to break 
the cords, in order to kill the deteſted mon- 
ſter. Then raving I curſt him, accuſed my 


gods, and wanted to deſtroy myſelf, but was 


denied the power. Early next morning we 
were conducted to the capital towards the ſea 
ſhore, the king keeping Zaidi to himſelf. On 
her my thoughts were ever fixed ; towards her 
I ever caſt a wiſhful eye; bleſt with only one 
hope, that I was ſtill the object on which her 
ſoul doated. But that hope was ſoon falſified, 


for every day I beheld ſhe appeared more and 


mare eaſy without my company, and in pro- 
portion, that the King's became more and 
more agreeable. My own eyes fatally, at 
length, beheld: her receive, well pleaſed, the 


fond falute, throw her arms round his neck, and 


lay on his her round plump cheek; at which, 
knowing myſelf deſerted, I groaned inward 


with intenſe miſery, and fell to the earth with 


pangs too great for deſcription, and to ſuſtain 


too exquiſite. B accident I was eſcorted 
before 
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before her, and the big tears rolling down my 


cheek, was a ſight indeed which ſhe could not 
behold ; and ſhe turned away her eyes, un- 
able to bear my diſtreſs, which filently re- 
proached her of violated love. ; 
When I was carried priſoner to the city, 
I was confined among thouſands that were re- 
ſerved for ſale, againſt the Europians came to 


Senegal to purchaſe ſlaves. The country, as 
that of Egypt, is over-flowed by the ex- 


ceſſive rains that fall in Abyſſinia, and the 
floods ſubſiding leave great quantities of mud 
and dead creatures, from which ariſe, drawn 
up by the extreme heat of the ſun, ſuch peſti- 


ferous vaporations, exceſſively noiſome, as 


create putrid fevers. Robuſt as I was, I was 
ſeized with a terrible diſorder, and drinking 


bad water, moſt painful worms bred between | 


the ſkin; but by the aid of a good conſtituti- 


"on, Þ ſurmounted all my evils, till the white 
merchants arrived. I was produced, examin- 


ed as a horſe, bought as a beaſt of burden, 
and confined in a ſhip as a ſlave. What ſcald- 
ing tears fell from my eyes, when I bid adieu 


to the place that contained the perlicaous 


charmer of my ſoul! 
After paſſing vaſt ſeas, from whoſe ſalt 
e I was rendered miſerably ſick all the 


paſſage, I was landed on an unknown coaſt, 


and re- ſold again as a ſlave, doomed to per- 
petual drudgery. Unuſed to labour and be 


commanded, 1 ſubmitted with repugnance: 


and 
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and often became contumacious, and as often 
I was puniſhed with the ſharpeft ſcourges of 
ſeverity, I could not value an exiſtence which, 
inſtead of a benefit, was to all intents and 
purpoſes a miſery; and therefore, as I knew 
there was ſuch a thing as death, I rather 
ſought it as a relief from my ſufferings: : from 
which I was prepared to undertake the moſt 
deſperate enterprize, for the ſake of a darling 
| liberty. Cruelly beat and corrected when! 
obeyed unwillingly, and having no redreſs, 
I harboured againſt my taſk-maſters the moſt 
malignant rancour. O, thou Sun, I cried, 
why am I thus painfully injured? 

After bleeding under the ſtripes of ks; 
I communicated my mind to fellow ſufferers. 
Like me they longed for revenge and liberty, 
and were willing to die in any attempt. I 
offered to head them; they conſented, and one 
dark night we roſe, forcing our confinement, 
and intended to murder all our tyrants; but 
were met by a party ready armed, to which 
we ſcorned to ſubmit. A battle enſued ; we 
were routed, and what were not killed, be- 
came priſoners: z among which I was found, 5 
though not dead, deeply wounded; and as 
the ringleader, I was ſelected to be made a 
public example, in order to deter the wretch- 
ed race of flaves from ſuch attempts, by the 
terrible puniſhment in which I was to expire. 
Sufficient be it to declare, that being deliver- 
ed over to Fear and Avarice, the moſt cruel 


of 
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of all powers, before they deſtroyed my exiſ- 


tence as a negro, they made me paſs through 


torments the moſt excruciating; and I tell 
terribly mangled on the boſon of earth. My 
fluttering ſpirit, gladly releaſed from its tor- 
tures, was called to pay attendance on the 
great aerial viceroy. 


The Tenth METAMORPHOSIS, 

The Penalty of Haughtineſs. ES 
When Abdiel, the noble angel of tranſmi- 
gration beheld my approach, he doomed me 


again to expiate my folly in fome degree, 
by giving me to gratify pride and vanity in 
a manner the moſt ridiculous. By his com- 
mand, I was ſoon cloſely ſhut up in the in- 
_ tegument of a turkey's egg; and after proper 


incubation, breaking the ſhell, I peeped out 
my little head, and ſoon became another of 
earth's buſy inhabitants. When I gained a 
ſufficient veſtment of ordinary but decorat- 
ed feathers; could round my tail fan-wiſe, 
ſpread my tawdry wings, and ridiculouſly 
hang over my beak, that odious piece of red 
pectinated finery, which ſpecificates a turkey 
cock; I grew elated with the haughtineſs of 
telt-concett in all its folly, ſtrutting forth in 
the frippery ſtate of maukith pride. Coward 
at heart, I fled the perſuer, but attacked the 
timid in the parade of diſdainful contempt; 
holding up proudly my old wrinkled viſage 
drolly- queer, flapping my red rag, unfurling 
. 11 my 
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my rump, and ſcratching the earth witlt 
my wings : conſcious of ſuperiority, and im- 
perial dignity, while I gobbled prepoſterous 
triumph! 
Once when a hen, clucking with ſounds of 
deep diſtreſs, was gathering her young duck- 
lings under her wings; caſting up my eyes I 
_ beheld the bloody-minded hawk hovering in 
mid-air. Conſcious from my natural weight. 
of ſafety, yet fluttering half afraid, making a 
noiſe outragious, I ſtood bold in her protec- 
tion, and drove him away, with-a triumph ſu- 
perior to Alexander's, when he entered Ba- 
bylon. Chagrined indeed, when ſoon after 
J beheld the little wretches which I had pro- 
tected, diſowing all authority, running into a 
ond before us, in fpite of their foſter- mo- 
: ther's cries and diſtreſs, for fear of their be- 
ing drowned ; who fluttering round the brink 
ſhe dared not pais, beheld them in an agony, 
ſwimming this way and that, ſporting at her 
terrors, and regardleſs of her intreaty, to re- 
turn obedient to maternal calls! But a pe- 
riod was ſoon put to my lofty manner; for 
after I grew far, I fell ninth, the cook's all 
conquering arm, and made a noble diſh at 
a birth- day feaſt. 


J The Eleventh Change. Vanity diſgraced. 


My next deſtination was at once to prefi- 
ure and puniſh the nothingneſs of vanity. 


Was hurried immediately into the lags 
| 0 
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of a Peahen, in whoſe dark chambers, nature, 
after impregnating the inimitable animalcule, 


which ſhe had ſo curiouſly wrapt up, now be- 


an to unfold the miraculous complications 
of the ſeminal particle; and give motion to 
matter, by means of the ſpiritual power, ex- 


panding itſelf to enlarge, and bring to maturi- 


ty its organic machine; which ſhe preſerved by 


the rich nutritive fluid contained in the ſhelly 
globe, that floating in the centre owned the 


genial warmth of incubation. Soon I ſtrug- 
gled through my birth into day- light, after my 


patient mother had ſet over hatching me to 
life, with her warm downy boſom. Thus go- 


ing through the chymic proceſs of generation, 


I became a young peacock. When I attained 


all the finery which Nature laviſhes to adorn 


our fair exterior, no creature was more beauti- 


ful. My long taper neck, feathered with 


_ changeable bluey-green velvet, aroſe delicately 


graceful from my rich boſom, and my head 


was elegance itſelf, crowned with an airy dia- 


dem to denote ſuperiority. While my body 


was nobly enrobed with filken featherage, 


the majeſtic grandeur of my train littered 
with golden verdure, inwrought with eye-like 
glories of burniſhed gold, fringed with the de- 
coration of feathery plumage. When I trod 
the ground, ſpreading with gay pompoſity 


my beautious tail, all eyes followed me; 


ſtruck at once with the delicate majeſty of my 


air, the elegance of my ſhape, and the golden 


1 gran- 


52 THE B ON Zz E. 


grandeur of my ornaments; of which I was 
immenſely vain, my neck bearing the carriage 


of loftineſs, and the noddle of my head wit- 


neſſing the conceitedneſs of affectation: while 
with quivering undulations, I waggled my 
under wings to cover my ugly legs. But 
angry that any thing ſhould be lovely except 
myſelf; ſpiteful I would pluck the gay tulip, 
daſh it on the ground, and trample it under. 
foot with diſdain. 

Yet after all this oftentatious diſplay of 


foppery, Nature, to manifeſt how much ſhe 
deſpiſed the beauty of mere outward form, 


and the ſplendour of empty gaiety, which had 
no good quality for its recommendation, 
made me good for nothing but ſhow and 
accordingly I was pronounced good for no- 


thing but ſhow by my very admirers. To 


{um up my whole lady-like life, J eat, ſlept, 
fluttered, dallied away my hour of love, 
ſhowed myſelf for a little admiration, and 


then died. For one evening, as I ſtood on a 


chimney top, calling with a doleful ſcream, for 
all things to behold me and admire, I was a 
fine mark, which a ſportſman could not with- 
ſtand; and he ſhot me dead, proving that 
mankind is capable of founding a favourite 
recreation on the deſtruction of innocence. 


What a pity it is that the laws of ſociety 
ſhould debar them the joy of ſhooting young 


_ playful infants, as they gamble at their door, 
or run PRE in a village! 
| After 
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After I quitted my terreſtrious ſhape, my 
ſoul took to itſelf a thin etherial vehicle, of 
that nature ſo congenial to ſpirit, that it ra- 
ther facilitates than retards. For none but 
the boundleſs Omnipreſent 1s without a mo- 
del of circumſcription. The recipient angels 
which carry on the metempſychoſis of proba- 
tion, conducted me aloft to the great arch-an- 
gel, that preſides over our trials. As I en- 
tered his grand pavilion- court, he was lean- 
ing ſtudious on his ſplendid throne, with 
rays reflected from modified particles, which 
beamed burhiſhed gold and jewels, ſuperior 
- to reality; and thus to me he addreſſed him 
ſelf: Thou, who highly favoured, haſt the 
election of thy probationary ſtate, I hope, art 
_ fatisfied that terrene pleaſure and paſſions, 
lead not to real happineſs, but to that fictiti- 
= ous phantom, who by the means of falſe plea- 
& | ſure, deludes her votaries to wretchedneſs. 
To whom lowly bowing, I thus replied, Oh, 
FF <etherial prince, I ſee the error of my former 
F choice; and remarking the felicities which 
N flow from love, the beſt of paſſions, I require 
to go through the trials of that powerful af- 
fection. Miſtaken ſpirit, the angel rejoined, 
thy paſſion is ſenſual, and its object carnal, 
therefore dangerous; but the love which ſoars 
above material objects is indeed glorious and 
elevating! Worthily to regain celeſtial bliſs 
thou muſt renounce terrene pleaſure. 
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ZANGOLA' Ss Third Probation 


T he Charafter of Love delineated. The H. 15 = 
_ of connubial Fidelity. Humbly bferibed 4 to the 
_ Royal Dang. N 


While PLEASURE diverſifies for thee, 2 N 

Her moſt delectable entertainments, the oriental 

- Muſe, in the following Piece, if haply leiſure 
hours ſhould call for mental amuſement, invites 
thee to the repaſt of InvenTION; mindful of 
the profound reſper? ſhe bears towards the dad 


_ amiable of Frinces. 


W's ef econ ding to my alibics: the Soni arch- 
4 angle Abdiel uproſe ſerene, and caſting his 
i my” Ueep-diſcovering teleſcopic eye on the ſublu- 
nmnar globe, he beheld the hand of nature modi- 
mo fying matter, and conſtructing human organs, 
with ſuch a fofineſs and delicacy of taſte, as if 
ſhe was herſelf in a mood the moſt gentle and 
tender. He perceived in this machine, by the 
force of the ſprings, the movement of the 
wheels, tendency of the pullies, and inclinati- - 
on of the bias; that faithful love and ſenſibi- 
lity would be the prevailing paſſions in the 
form which was delmeating. Then in the 
critical moment, diveſted of Aerial veſture, by 
his command I was darted into love's prime- 


val ſtore-houle, where I quickened each move- 
17 9 8 | ment, 
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ment, and in due time, ripened by vital heat, 
. ſtruggled forth a very pretty feminine in- 
ant. 

Suffering a thouſand unknown a 
from fondneſs, careleſsneſs, and malady, I 
thrived in ſpite of all. As I grew up, my 
education as uſual turned upon the hinge of 
decorum, a few narrow niceties, and ſome con- 
tracted ſentiments. My ſtation without being 
grand was genteel; but my ambitious parents 
hoped for *<xaltation by my marriage. My 
form, far from beautiful was ſhort, yet graced 
with ſymmetry, and inclining to be plump; 
my face betrayed irregular features, but my 
| ſkin delicately fair, was tinctured with a 
bloom more richly charming than the ripen- 
ing peach's. Soft ſilken azure eyes, that prat- 
tled uncommon elegancy of foul, a ſweetneſs 
of temper, and a delicious ſenſibility, with a 
heart turned for amorous delight, running 
over with melting fondnels, made me the 
characatura of love, I was a banquet for the 
voluptuary of taſte! and troubling myſelf very 
little about the right or wrong in my conſti- 
tution, I freely reſigned myſelf to its tender 
bias, in which I felt) pleaſure, where a ſtruggle 
would have been painful; and as for conſe- 
quences, they were then too logical for my 
meditation ! 

A gentleman of faſhion and fortune, turned 
of ſixty, fell in love with my perſon, if it be 
E for the | coma heart of old unfeeling 


a 
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quality to know real love: but the man 
proved his ſincerity by his offers; he would 
have married me, and my parents gave a for- 
mal conſent. But they all reckoned without 
their hoſt; for young as I was, I had deter- 

mined an abſolute. contradiction, by pre-en- 
gaging my heart to another. Liliretta, that 
being my name, was not made for ſuch coarſe 
clay, bungled to ſhape in a clumſy mold, by 
Nature's awkward Journeymen ! and Love 
trampling on coronets and ſceptres, laughing 
cries ——— What is a lord! 

My father had a little pleaſure-houſe on 
* banks of a delightful river, from which 
a moſt enchanting proſpect opened itſelf. 
There my tender heart bowing to filial love, 
admitted the amour of groves ; ſmit with the 
charms of flowing ſtreams; captivated with |} 

flowers, and feeling tranſports from delicious *+ 
gay proſpects. Near us ſtood the villa of a | 
merchant, whoſe ſon, a ſtripling, appeared to 
the caſual eye of vulgarity, as other people 
do, becauſe there was nothing glaring or 
gaudy to ſtrike forcibly the dull nerve of in- 
ſenſibility. Few eyes were fine enough to 
diſtinguiſn the living graces that ſweetly 
beamed through all his delicate features; an 
emanation of a ſoul full of taſte,” genius, ten- 
derneſs, and generoſity; which in every exi- 
gence raiſed him above the rank of common 
mortals! | 5 
One 
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One night, juſt after the family were gone 
to bed, ſome villains broke into our houſe, 
gagged the ſervants, and were forcing open 
my chamber door, when I. flew to the win- 
dow, and ſcreamed for aſſiſtance. The youth, 
who was called Immeritus, for his unaſſuming 
modeſty, though he was all meritorious, was 
© fiſhing by moon-light with ſome friends, 
| Pierced by my out-cries, they flew into our 
garden, and Immeritus finding a ladder and 
a hatchet, appeared in a moment attacking 
the raviſher, who amidſt my ſcreams and 
| ſtruggles, was on the point of compelling me 
to his vile purpoſe; but receiving a deep 
wound he fled with curſes: and the friends at 
length drove off the robbers. 4 
The pale moon ſhining brightly into my 
chamber, revealed ſufficient charms in my 
- p*rlop, to captivate the before unwounded 
heart of Immeritus : while gratitude prepared 
mine for the ſofteſt impreſſions: When he 
came the next day to make inquiries after our 
health, he accoſted my parents with kind po- 
liteneſs; but in ſpeaking to me, expreſſion 
faltered upon his ſweet rubicated lips; yet 
his eyes told me, in love's ſweet ſilent lan- 
guage, by all underſtood in every region of 
the globe, what his mouth dared not ſpeak; 
while. bluſhes covered the lilies of his-downy 
checks. As for my part, my frame was diſ- 
ordered at his approach; my nerves trembled; 
my heart palpitated, and my foul. appeared 
Pot. II. — going 
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going to fly from the window of its tenement, 
to mingle with his ſpirit; as if 1t recovered 
a long-loſt darling friend, previouſly united 
with the bands of amity in happier regions, 
and was now going to renew its former ac- 
quaintance ; glad of the dear but unexpected 
diſcovery, after a ſeperation of the moſt pain- 
ful abſence ! 
Thus began a paſſion which nothing but 
death could obliterate: and in a few days he 
found means to ſlip this letter in my hand 
undiſcovered, which I could not anſwer. 


To. 1 


When fl, by the glimmering light of the 
moon, 1 beheld your pleaſing perſon, at the critical 
moment TI reſcued you from danger, ſo apt to melt 
the heart to love; I felt a thouſand agreeable but 
uncertain hopes, fears, and wiſhes, play within 
my unprattiſed boſom: but when I witneſſed to 
that nameleſs ſomething which reſults altogether 
from your air, your manner, and ſweetneſs of tem- 
Per: when to your delicacy of complexion 1 perceiv- 
ed you joined an uncommon ſenſibility, my heart 
Feebly reſiſting their impreſſions, ſoon became thy 
adorer, and now bows down to thee as a goddeſs, 
who bears its fate, in either hand diſpenſing hap- 
pineſs or miſery! Is it not, O parent of mankind, 
- thy peculiar impulſe, when our fouls are forcibly 
impelled, to love and ſeek the happineſs of a wor- 

thy object? Sare it muſt, for deſerving thee is the 


heavenly motion; ne as che at, fo it proves Bn | 
| Kin 


3 
8 
3 
: 
+ 1 
+I 
£4 
F--4 
8 
22 2 
25 
So 
* 


i 
I.. 
i 

* 

17 
io 
1 

19) 

14 

x 
. 
$:79 

. 
1 
94 

"# 

0 , 
1. 
N. 

r 
**l 

191 
1 
7 
5 
+ 
| 


_= 
* 1 Mo "Abs = * * 7 
= a n 
2 . _ 
— 2 2 2 
es — — 2 — q E454 — 
25 — — — oy "as. _ 
rn 4 po — 
2 4 — r — * 
2 — — I Oo Sos oo 4 — — 
= DOES — — 5 — _ — 
. — — — — ——ů— 2 — —— 
—— nb — — * oy — he — ne 


5 — , You 
—— 2 — 
F 
+ up 5 + Tok 17. 7 
ho ” #4 


2s 
4 
Fl 
2 
2 
I 


- 
3 
1 
bo 


THE BON Z E. 59 
kind of fate in our future paths, the ſource of 
pain or pleaſure. Love owns no medium! 

To thee then, O ſpotleſs maid, the firſt fond 
wiſh of my tender youth, to thee I offer my faith- 
ful heart; which, though not enriched with the 
wiſdom of long experience, yet, ſo taught by vir- 
tue, ſacrificing the profitable world on the altar of 
love, I fix my happineſs on thee, with independ- 
ance in a cottage. But I ſaid to myſelf, fearful 
ſome other youth, happy in love's priority, had 


gained thy affection; would to heaven you were 


leſs lovely; or rather mayeſt thou remain altoge- 


ther as thou art, for Nature can add nothing 


to render thee more dgſirable in my eyes, ſo 1 
was but more charming, rich, and noble, that I 


. might ſhow a ſpecimen of my heart's generofity, by 
| throwing all at thy feet, to manifeſt that I am 


thine with the utmoſt ſincerity. But ſuch as 1 


am, I make a tender of a heart formed for thee, 


and which can be no other's; and may thy good- 
neſs give me a merit which I cannot claim. O 
bleſſing paſt utterance, could I but have aſſurance, 
that in ſome happy moment in the annals of time, 


our Iwo hearts may in one be united! Thus re- 


ceiving all I can aſk of heaven, perfectly ſatisfied, 
1 would fit down in ſome rural retreat, near a 


winding rivulet, over-arched with pendant ſhades: 


And emulate the bleſt above 
In pleaſure, innocence, and love: 
Then be, O faireſt of the fair, 

Propitious to my ardent pray'r, 


12 | And 
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And ſay you'll be ſincerely mine; 

You * adjure no pow'r divine: 

For as I mean not to deceive, _ 

Like heav'n's, your promiſe I'Il believe, 
Sacred to truth, our words like fate, 
Should. ever ſtand inviolate; | 
Virtue ſhould ſpeak her mind, and where 

She gives her honour, ſcorn to ſwear; 
For vows, preluſive of deceit, 

Sting where believ'd, where truſted cheat, 
O then accept my votive heart, 

In which no ſordid views have part; 
While pleaſure calls thee, lovely maid, 
To ſhare with me the rural ſhade ; 

With me to give up lofty things; 

Fly from the great, and pity kings. 


IMMERITUS. 


Ly 


It was long before the youth found in per- 
ſon an opportunity to declare his love, which 
timid modeſty forced him almoſt to loſe. He 
met me alone in an arbour of jeſſamin. He 
ſtood filently gazing upon me. He was all 
confuſion. We both endeavoured to ſpeak, 
but our words could find no utterance, for 
our ſympathetic ſouls formed the myſtic union 
of love. I was called away, and prepared to 
go. Rouſed by the fear of forfeiting the of- 
fering occaſion, he fell at my feet; he graſp- 
ed my trembling hand. He could only ſay, 
with tremulous accents, I love thee to diſtrac- 
tion! I die if thou art cruel! at which I fled like 
a frightened wood-nymph ; but love gave me 
N to lay, as I turned with a ſmile, then 

live 
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live my Immeritus! and I vaniſhed, full of 25 
pleaſing pain. Ee FL, 
When I went to ſeek repoſe, ſleep fled from . 


my downy pillow, where I recalled a thouſand 
paſſages, and tender images of my dear Im- 
meritus; for nothing could eſcape my recol + 
lective faculty; and every word, thought, geſ- 
ture, and expreſſion, relative to the ſweet 
youth, danced in my imagination, and leng- 
thened. delight to rapture. Then alternate 
fear riſing in my boſom, would poſſeſs my 
heart with doubts and diſquietudes, that he 
might change; or if true, a thouſand things 
.might concur to baniſh him from my fight 
for ever. At length, wearied nature tired with 
attention, in the midſt of thought, inſenſibly 
ſunk to repoſe; and fleep growing kind, 
brought the gentle ſwain, led by magic fancy, 
through ſurrotAding dangers, which ſeverely 
frowned ; but ſmiling love cleared the way, 
and gave him to my arms an antipaſt of 
fut Ml kk Ee 3 5 
My Immeritus often paid us a viſit, and 
watching the convenient hour to find me 
alone; at length one preſented itſelf to our 
mutual wiſhes. I was muſing beſide a little 
ſtream, which gurgled through a grovy ſhade 
in our garden; and he was my darling theme. 
Joyous I ſaw him coming; but modeſtly un- 
willing to be eaſily found, I coyly retired, yet 
my heart throbbed in my boſom, and chid U 
me for prudiſh diſſimulation, as I turned the 

a ſerpen- 
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ſerpentine walk. With joy I beheld him eager 
to find me. Gay love laughing as I fled op- 
poſed my paſſage, tangling my feet in roſes 
and woodbine. Soon the quick-eyed youth 
ſaw me glance through the trees; and bound- 
ing like a young deer that views its favourite 
doe, he overtook me entering a delicate tem- 
ple, that terminated the floriferous walks. As 
I ſeated myſelf, my eyes fixed on the ground, 
my heart beating quick, my nerves trembling, 
my colour going and coming, he gained cou- 
rage to ſeize my unwithdrawing hand, and 
ſaid, with harmonious accents, bleſt be this 
lucky moment that gives me to pour out all 
my ſoul before my adored Liliretra. But 
what need I to acquaint my goddeſs, in whoſe 
power is my fate, that I love her more than 
fond mothers their firſt born; as my tell-tale 
eyes, and all my actions have witneſſed a thou- 
ſand times the ardency- of my growing pal- 
fion, when my love-ty'd tongue could not 
find utterance! Yes, kiſſing my hand, he 
cried, by all the powers above I bear thee ſo 
ſtrong, ſo unalterable an affection, which no- 
thing in nature can obliterate ; that heaven 
dwells in thy approbation; but thy refuſal 
will carry to my faithful boſom the dagger 
of inevitable death. Yet rather, Oh my 
| heart's beſt bleſſing, rather than I would give 
thee a moment” s diſquietude, ſay that fate has 
placed it out of thy power to return my af- 
tection, and I will fly om never to diſturb 
thes 
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thee again, in the wilderneſs of diſpair; ſigh 
out my ſoul unknown, and fall unſeen like 
the pale-primroſe in the unfrequented foreſt, 
bowing down my head on. the ſtreamlet's 
verdant bank! = 

I ſpoke not, but ſighed with tenderneſs 
the kindred feeling of love, and cryſtal tears 
| ſtarted on my cheek like diamonds ſet in ru- 
bies. Growing bold he kiſt them fondly 
away, and preſt my fragrant mouth with ſuch 
ardour, my foul flying to my lips, that 1 
could not hear my father's tread, who came 
upon us before we were diſentangled. Con- 
fuſion ſtruck us all dumb, and ſurpriſe fixed 
us motionleſs! At length my father ſaid, in 
an angry tone; Sir, is this well done to court 
my daughter in a clandeſtine manner, and 
perhaps with bad deſigns? Sir, interrupted 
my lover, the only deſign, and joy of my 
heart, is to marry your lovely daughter. To 
which my father ſaid, in a paſſion, ſhe cannot 
be thine, and is already promiſed. I forgive 
thee what 1s paſt, on account of the ſervice 
you rendered us; and all obligations being 

cancelled, I forbid thee my houſe. And hear 
me, daughter, turning to me he fiercely ſpoke, 

charge thee never more, on pain of perpe- 
tual renunciation, never again with Immeritus 
to hold correſpondence. So faying, he puſh- 
ed me before him, like the expulſion of Eve 
out of Paradiſe. 
| Shut 


1 * 
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Shut up in a priſon, which my lover could. 
not enter, and under the juriſdiction of a ty- 
rant father, my life was very irkſome; but 
what ſuper- added pain did J feel on. being 
introduced to my lordly lover! it it ſufficient 
to ſay he was my averſion, and I treated him 
accordingly. What was an empty title, the 
bauble of a coronet, with a pompous equi- 
page, and a plittering palace, to whom love 
was a kingdom! But to quit. the worthy 
youth one loved, to dwell with him that 1s 


| hated, for the ſake of a painted e and 
4 gilded bubble, would be madneſs! In 


mort, I refuſed to marry my lord; my father 
declared I ſhould be his wife. Thus matters 


ſtood, when, by means of a faithful maid, ! 


informed my dear Immeritus of my danger. 
His requeſt was, admit me, honour my g guide, 
in thy chamber to-morrow night, if you wiſh 
my life. My anſwer. ſaid, come at twelve 


beneath my window. He came, flew up a 


ladder, and was before ine. Is not this too 
eaſy compliance, Oh Imimeritus, I ſaid, a proof 
of my affection? What canſt thou now re- 
quire? Thy | heart he anſwered: Take it, I frank- 
ly faid, it is thine ; and Lucy, I added, turning 
to my Maid, be witneſs to this vo-). for 1 de⸗ 
clare before heaven, I can only love my Im- 
meritus ! There remains one more proof, for 
ich the critical occaſion calls, he ſaid, and 


4 wk afed —— He took my hand ; he. kiſt it ar- 


5 gazed 


y. He fixt on mine his bright eyes, and 
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gazed unutterable love; then rejoined, you 


muſt marry me directly, or, my lord to- mor- 
row. The prieſt is now at hand. Come up 


my friend he ſaid, ſpeaking at the window, 


and ſtraight appeared a known clergyman. 
Now, Oh my deareſt life, he ſaid, I appeal 


to heaven and thee, that untainted honour 
guides the love I bear thee. Oh then, now 
ſecure me the poſſeſſion of thy adored perſon, 
and make me perfectly happy. 
wealth nor grandeur; the little I have is at 
thy diſpoſal, and there is ſufficient to com- 


mand the comforts of neat independency ! 


Love and content, ſay all elſe are ſuperfluous. 
To which I anſwered, that I would rather 
ſhare my fate with thee, in a cottage, than 


reſide with the greateſt prince, in the moſt 


brilliant grandeur; is as certain, as I know 
my father's arbitrary will is poſitive to deſpe- 


ration; and I only heſitate on account of 


ſeeming ingratitude, and want of duty to my 


parent; but the force he would put on my 
_ affection cancels my obligations, and juſtifies 


my reſolve; for I now conſent to be thine. 


Claſping me in his arms, with the utmoſt ar- 
dency, he cried, bleſſed be thoſe dear lips, 


that have ſweetly pronounced me the happieſt 
| Then plucking up kiſſes by the 
roots, he took my connubial hand; and We 


| were ſolemnly married by the prieſt in che 

due forms of regularity. But ſuch was the 

feminine ſoftneſs of inexperienced modeſty; % 
8 . 
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that my ſoul appeared over-whelmed with a 
flood of ſenſibility, My beart palpitated un- 
der a pleaſing load of tenderneſs! While I 
panted with the delicacy of unknown fear; 
ſoft tremors ſhook- my nerves, and my knees 
refuſed the office of ſteady ſupport. Charm- 
ing infatuation! a: : 
When all was over, and he bcheld my diſ- 
order, clearing my apartment, and abating 
rapture to the gentleneſs of love; he ſat by 
my ſide, and 1 my hand cried, why, Oh 
my life, is thy boſom ſo agitated? Ah, if I 
may judge by my own heart, over which 
comes ſuch a ſtream of tenderneſs, as almoſt 
finks me in a ſweet delirium; ſhall I then 
conſtrue it from exceſs of love? Yes, life of 
my ſoul, it is by our mutual ſenſibility, and 
uniformity of nature, that the fabric of laſting 
happineſs will be erected on a rock fo unal- 
terably ſtedfaſt, that nor poverty, misfortune, 
diſtance, nor even time itſelf ſhall diminiſh. 
Let us then baniſh all grief, and diſpel the 
clouds of care, by the bright ſun of flaming 
Love, and give up our ſouls this night to its 
lawful tranſports, while we make this the bri- 
dal chamber. To which requeſt virgin mo- 
defty bluſhed refuſal, and was offering at a 
thouſand excuſes to pleaſe feminine delicacy : 
but he thus rejoined ; I perceive, dear char- 
mer of my ſoul, that thou, nor religion, nor ho- 
nour, are offended at our rites, but ſmile ap- 
proval; yet the nicety of virgin CE 
* | 7 84 and 
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and prim decorum, take umbrage at the eaſy 
yielding hand of generous confidence, and the 
want of dilatory regularity ; therefore I will 
be ſilent. But conſcious love, beſt pleaſed 
with the undiſturbed privacy of retiredneſs, 
ſoon liſtened to the ſoft pleading reaſons of 
eloquent youth, when he declared there was 
no real and perfect marriage, until completed 
by fruition ; without which I was equally as 
before, open to the tyranny of my father. At 
length, conquered by invincible arguments, 
ſpecious reſerve yielded, and joyous love tri- 

umphed over every obſtacle, and was crown- 
ed with delights the moſt felicitous and tranſ- 
porting this ſide immortality |! 
Poſſeſſion ſatiates little minds who only love 
| ſkin deep, but in nobler beings, formed of 
fuperceleſtial eſſence, enjoyment, in proporti- 
on as it takes off the keen edge of deſire, 
more ſtrongly cements the firſt formed union 
of ſouls, till they become ſo ſweetly incorpo- 
rated, as to be a perfect oneneſs or unity of 
ſpirit! This latter was our picture; and 
from this, our affection took a turn of ſuch 
conſtant tenderneſs, ſincerity, and permanen- 
cy. When the haſty morn aroſe, how fond- 
ly we miſtook the ſun's broad oriency, for the 
pale moon-light; and the lark's ſhrill notes 
announcing day, for the nightly melody of 
ſoft-complaining Philomel; ſtill interchanging 
kiſſes in the dubious diſpute; and after con- 
viction, waſting time in the kind promiſe of 
5 K 2 | ſpeedy 
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ſpeedy return, and the vows of everlaſting 


fondneſs; till we broke from each other's 
arms in ſoft diſtraction, and ſweet bewailings! 
Calling upon every gentle power to be au:pi- 
cious to our loves; to guard us from a father's 


tyranny, and fix our abode in ſome delightful 


ſylvan ſcene ! 


Thus he parted from his lovely bride, but 
the orient ſtar was broad awake; and looking 
around he feared the eye of obſcrvation as he. 


deſcended” the ladder, and removed it from 
the buſy ſtep of labour. But his fears were 
too ominous. The gardener was juſt up; 
and entering the gravel walk, his ready eye 
caught the ladder, which arouſed ſuſpicion. 


He concealed himſelf among the ſhrubs, and 


ſaw my lover in full certainty before he quit- 
ed the terrace. 
was overcharged with a mighty ſecret, ready 
to burſt for vent; and unluckily no ſweet- 
heart, or confident appeared, into whoſe ear 
he could give it a diſcharge; till enraptured 


he beheld my father, to whom his affected 


looks betrayed an air of awkward conle- 
quence. A demand being made of, what's 
the matter, John? In a round- about manner 
he dilembogued the ſecret, and was com- 


manded to tell no- body ele, that proper mca- 


ſures might be taken: a crown rewarding his 


fidehry. 
Unthinking of the oem that was gather- 
ing over our heads, Immeritus embarked the 


next 


Thus the gardener's heart 


8 ae 


next night, in the calm ocean of bliſs; and 


fortune kindly ſeemed to fill his fails, wafting 


him ſafely to the land of love, and ſweet de- 


light. While thus void of ſuſpicion we were 


revelling in the joys of voluptuouſneſs, my 
fierce father, ſpurred on by inveterate fury, at 
his ſuppoſed diſhonour, was preparing to 
ſhower down vengeance on my lover's devot- 
ed head; and at leaſt give him the fate of 
| Abelard, For which purpoſe, at the head of 
his ſervants, he ruſhed furious to break open 


my chamber door; which I having the pre- 


caution to bar, he was ſtopt a moment, and 
gave my dear huſband time to eſcape. The 


outrage broke in upon our juſt waking ſenſes, 


OS 


like a ſudden burſt of unexpected thunder 
Fly my love, I roared, conſcious of danger; 
and ſqueezing my hand, he flew to the well 
known window. Starting, he ſaw the ladder 


gone! He gathered up his cloaths, and tak- 


ing my quilt threw them out of the window 
and ſpringing boldly after them landed un- 


hurt. Juſt then my outragious parent burſt 


in, ready armed. Ha! he cried, the bird is 
flown !----There. he goes----let us follow. He 
ran down and left me time to dreſs myſelf. 


My ſwift-footed Immeritus, who found no 


moments were to be loſt, wrapt his precious 
limbs in the quilt, and thus accoutred fled 
home, and eſcaped the vigilance of his enemy; 
who finding no hope of catching the deſtined 
object of his rage, came back to wreak on me 
ER lis 
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his ire, furiouſly vindicative. I dreſt myſelf, 
nnd came down into the parlour trembling, 
yet reſolving to make a diſcovery. O love, 
how doit thou ſuſtain the heart, that owns thy 
gentle ſway ! 
The foul that is turned for love, i is equally 
formed for generous courage. My gallant 
youth, — the conſequence of things, and 
diſdained his own eaſe, while his charmer was 
in danger. He dreſt himſelf, took a relation 
for ſafety, flew to our houſe, demanded an 
audience of my uncle, and was admitted, Sir, 
he ſaid, bowing low, I humbly beſeech you 
will introduce me 40 your enraged brother. 
He conſented; and while my furious father 
was reproaching me in terms the moſt vi- 
rulent, as I knelt at his knees, bathing his 
feet with the tears of diſtrefs, imploring him 
but to hear my pleading reaſons; I beheld the 
modeſt but intrepid front of my hero, as my 
kind uncle led him to the door. When my 
father caſt a quick eye on the humbly bow- 
ing youth, he turned ſhort to ſeize him; but 


my uncle ſaid, ſtopping him, he is under my 1 | 


tection, Jet us hear him. What hear a 
villain, my father cried, that has thrown an 
indelible ſtain on our family, which nothing 
can waſh out, but his blood! Sir, cooly 
ſaid Immeritus, we are married. Married! 
exclaimed my father; and thus you pretend 
to excuſe one piece of villainy by another! Is 


it ſo? Yes, Oh my dear 3 I replied, it 


is 
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is truth. Then ſays he, to make a ſpeedy end 
of all this affair, I command you both to 
quit my houſe this moment. You ſhall ge 
by heaven! Away----Begone. | 
My good uncle offered to pacify his cal- [ 
lous heart, but he ſternly refuſed to be aſſuag- | 
ed. This youth, ſaid my uncle, has a kind | 
of right to her perſon, which he preſerved 

from polution. What, he rejoined contempt- 
ous, by contaminating her ſoul, of which I 
took ſo much care in the cultivation! Par- 
don me brother, replied my uncle, if I ſay you 
yourſelf, by your arbitrary. dictates, have been 
the cauſe of this precipitancy ; and if I was 
free enough to pry into the reaſons of your 
conduct, perhaps I ſhouid find that you ſtudi- 
cd more to gratify your own pride, than to 
= render your daughter happy. I might be 
1 bold from this to add, that my lord is a more 
Y improper match for your child, than this 
5 youth; who is every way worthy of her, 
1 charming and accompliſhed as ſhe is allowed; 
and I know his fortune is equal to the little 
you can ſpare out of your eſtate: confeſſing at 
the ſame time that they are guilty of great | 
imprudence. Yes, yes! my father rejoined, 
always of a contradicting temper; I wonder 
3 not you ſet yourſelf againſt me, in their juſti: 
*} fication; but I know what better belongs to 


15 parental authority, than any old batchelor, nor | 
will I be preſcribed! os 
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What were our feelings! G Nitude to 
the kind uncle overcame all other paſſions ; 
and the mind felt pleaſure ſtruggling amidſt 
diſtreſs. 1 do not juſtify, faid my uncle abaſh- 
ed, the fault, but extenuate the affair, which 
now it cannot be altered may be forgiven; 
as it is rather the folly of a youth, than the 
wickedneſs of a criminal. It my lord wants 
2 young girl, let him take her. ſiſter, ſhe is 
older and, more fit; this though womanly 1s 
| but fourteen. How can he do better, who is 
very old, ugly, avaricious, and jealous ? She 
will be but little expence, as he may mark 
her ways; will require but little jointure, and 
will be compliable to his humour; ſo that he 
may be happier with her than alone, and at 
as little expence as keepi ing a mils, but more 
creditable. Sir, faid my father, my will is 
my law, I am not to' be dictated. 
My uncle rephed, what right have you, or 
any parent in the world, to aſſume over your 
offspring a tyrannic authority, which reaſon 
grants not to any king over his ſubjects: Edt -- 
. you propoſe a right divine, prithee ſhow thy | 
patent ; tor human reaſon, honour and juſtice, 
cannot allow your claim. From the fitneſs 
of things, a father is inveſted with the privi- 
lege of directing and aſſiſting the judgement 
of his child; and ſo far as he acts with a ge- 
nerous diſintereſtedneſs, when his offspring 
does things inconſiſtent . with duty, his ad- 
vice may bear the power of commands; but 
where 


- 
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where he keeps an eye to his own intereſt, or 


he follows the bent of his caprice, his orders 
may not only be diſputed and ſcrutinized, but 
in honour diſobeyed. For when the father 


throws aſide the tenderneſs of a parent, and 


becomes majeſterial, the child is not to be de- 
baſcd to the ſlave; but may ſet up his own 


natural independence, and without the re- 
proach of vice, undutifulneſs, and ingratitude, 


may diſclaim a juriſdiction unlawfully uſurped. 
Te proud tyrants, why do you beget chil- 


© 


dren? What elſe do you conſult in that act, 


but the gratification of your carnal appetite ? 


He that made you, knew you ; and that you 
would not do that at his command, which 


you would do for your pleaſure; and ſo not 


leaving it to your choice, in peopling the 


world, he gave you an impulſe, Which is not 


always to be reſiſted. Thus, you beget ſons 


and daughters to ſatisfy your fancy, but for 


which they are very little obliged to you. 


Well! you are at a great expence, and take 
great care to bring them to maturity. Very 


true But all to pleaſe yourſelves; or becauſe 
it is not avoidable. Still the poor creatures 
are ſubjected to your humour; and if you 


are fondly affectionate, it is to indulge your 


Paſſion, for all is forfeited if they pay not im- 


Plicit obedience to all your imperigus decrees; 


they are termed highly diſobedient, if they 
examine the motives of your conduct: but if 
viing the privilege of a ſuperior judgment, 

Vor. II. | 11;» 
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they follow their own reflection, Oh truly they 
are rebellious, and as traitors they are to be 
perſued without mercy. Thus how many are 
bound to curſe their parents for a wrong 
education, and imperious commands. | 

What! becaule a human creature * forced 
to be the child of an arbitrary, weak, and 
wicked being, to Which obligation he never 
conſented, is he bound with the chains of a 
bondage, where he never can have a will of 
his own; and like a ſlave muſt tremble for 
fear of paternal anathemas? No, no, old 
paviſh man, the covenant is reciprocal. A 
child is no longer bound to obey a father, 
than he acts upon principles of mutual good; 
and when he ſtrives, in order to pare 2 any 
bad ſelf- motive, to render the child wretched, 
all obligations are cancelled, and at perfect li- 
berty, it is releaſed from paternal tyranny. 

In ſhort, there is but little of generoſity in 
the character of moſt fathers. Self fhines 
through all your deeds: and at length you 
die, and leave your heir accumulated | wealth. 
But where the thank of this? Can you carry 
it with you? No. Why then you may as 
well leave it him, as any where elſe. And be 
ſure you leave moſt to the oldeſt booby, in 
order to keep up a worthleſs name ; and let 
the young ones go to the devil! So glorious 
a thing it is to be a father; what any fool 


may be when he pleaſes! Ts 
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But when laying aſide your divine autho- 
rity, you act upon rational principles, and 


ſtudy the real good of a poor creature you 
have forced into life, and perhaps unavoidable 


miſery; and are its ſincere friend: why aye, 


there I grant you a parent is of all characters 


the moſt reſpectable, and to ſuch none ever 
was diſobedient. But if it was poſſible, I own 


the crime would be next to that of a rebellion 


againſt the gracious parent of us all, who 


dwells in heaven. 
This freedom of ſpeech exaſperated my fa- 
ther, and he recriminated on my uncle. You, 
an old batchelor, he ſaid, and ſet yourſelf up 
to be judge between a father and his child; 
very pretty truly! But it is my opimon, that 


old unmarried fellows ſhould be exterminated, 


by compelling them to the honourable ſtate of 


wedlock. In not fulfilling your obligations 


to ſociety, by becoming a good citizen through 
marriage, and bringing up a uſeful family, you 
are a peſt to the community that gives you 

aerger r Why don't you marry? If you 


ave a bad opinion of the ſex, it only proves 
you have an excecding bad acquaintance; for 
I warrant you common prudence would cafily 


find out a woman much better than you de- 


ſerve, and at leaſt as good as yourſelf. 
But you, who made ſuch a ſtir about liber- 


ty, are ſuch a tyrant, that you fear if you 


marry, your wife will aſſert her right as a hu- 
man creature, and not always conform to your 
| VIX humour, 
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humour, but ſometimes think and act for her- 
ſelf. Thus it is, having no lordſhip of your 
own, you poach upon your neighbours. You 
ſeduce our wives, and debauch our daughters. 
Thus you ſow diſtraction in families. If you 
have children, like the cuckoo, you leave your 
offſpring for others to bring up; or if you 
keep a woman a ſlave to your imperious _ 
ſhe muſt not be a breeder, from which 
ceeds much foul play; and all of you, * 
content to go to the thouſands of common 
women you have thrown on the town, are for 
ever playing vile tricks with your maid ſer- 
vants; and you cry, where is the harm of all 
this ſeduction, fornication, and adultery? My 
uncle replied, I juſtify not evil, I only exte- 
nuate indiſcretion. What crime is my niece 
guilty of, that cuts her off from pardon? 
Come, come, it is not ſo bad. 

There is nothing, cried my angry father, 
in nature, more baſely ungrateful, than a 
daughter's marrying, without her father's 
conſent; nor any thing more villainous, than 
to alienate a child's affection and duty from 
a parent, and rob her from her family, to 
cheat her of a fortune. Oh, it ſmites me to 
think I have been foſtering with the ſoft ten- 
dernets of love, a viper in my boſom, which 
in return cruelly ſtings me to the inmoſt ſoul! 
Was it for this, Oh perfidious! that I denied 
myſelf a thouſand hours of pleaſure, to watch 


thy "+2 after your birth deſtroyed your 
lovely 


lovely mother, in whoſe ſtead I fondly flatter- 
ed myſelf to hope that you would be placed 
by gratitude, to be a comfort to my old age; 
a prop to declining infirmity, and a healing 
balm to the pangs of malady! But Oh, my 


pid age, all that I loved with a too partial af- 
my gray hairs; ſports with my tears; and 
earth, honour, duty, and gratitude, to gratify 
now driving me into the grave, oppreſt with 


preſſible miſery! Oh, that I ever was a fa- 
ther! that I ever was ſo curſt as to have a 


with double daggers! the keen ſting of ſcor- 
pions is in her perfidy! Fs 
Overwhelmed with compunction, I fell at 
my father's feet, and recollected all the duty 
of a child. Oh Sir, I ſaid, ſobbing bitterly, 
I am indeed to blame; I confeſs my crime; I 
1 am all wickedneſs; thou art all goodneſs. 
Let me, O my yet dear father, have power 
| over that once kind heart, thus on my knees 
imploring, to move thee but to have mercy on 
thyſelf, On me, Oh my parent, ſhower down 
all thy curſes, but do not torment thy honeſt 
> . boſom. I aloneam guilty. O ſpare yourſelf, 
and puniſh me. And I am yet ſo ſubject to 
pour commands, that J will obey whatever 
8 | < you 
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once dear child, the long hope of my decre- 
tection, becomes my bitter foe; tramples on 
breaking through all the laws of heaven and 
one of the vileſt, and the worſt of paſſions; is 


unutterable ſorrow, and tottering with inex- 


daughter! for miſery from her hands cuts 
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bridegroom, who though in years a youth, 


wrote to his father, and informed him with the 


you preſcribe. No wretch, he ſaid, I diſclaim 
thee; utterly caſt thee off; never, never more 
to behold thee again! I never will pardon 
thee; by all the powers above I never will 
forgive this baſeneſs. And thus, in the ple- 
nitude of paternal authority, derived from hea- 
ven, I ſhall with the moſt bitter imprecations 
curſe thee. May your loves be croſt by cruel. 
diſaſters My -uncle interpoſed, ſtopping 
very ſeaſonably the dreadful interdiftiag, and 
ſaid; no, ſince thou wilt not, Oh moſt abdu- 
rate and implacable, pardon the penitent, thou 
ſhalt not, in the fury of diſappointed pride, 
hook on their delicate ſouls thy piercing cur- 
ſes. Didſt thou, O wretch, dare to mention 
heaven, the very eſſence of mercy, and yet be 
inexorable? Yes tyrant, in the keen eye of 
that glorious power you - prophaned, thou art 
more culpable for thy unmerciful cruelty, than 
they for this act of diſobedience. And ſince 
thou haſt renounced the parent, I will myſelf 
become their father. So ſaying, he took us 
both, as we wept bitterly, by the hands, and 
led to the door, conducting us to his agree- 
able abode, which was at a ſmall diſtance; and 
he ſoothed our deſponding ſouls, with the 
balmy words of peace and comfort. 

After we were a little compoſed, my dear 


was a man in the operations of his mind; 


immature meaſurcs he had taken; confeſſing, 
though 
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though affairs were critical, he had been too 
precipitant, eſpecially as he ever found a kind 


friend in a parent; and from whom every 
proper indulgence was to be expected; but 


he hoped that one falſe ſtep, as it was the 


firſt, would meet paternal clemency; in con- 
fidence of which, he was coming to throw 
himſelf at his feet. Accordingly he went, 
and his diſpleaſed father very ſenſibly admitted 


him to conference. After the farſt duties of 


confuſed obedience, his father thus began : 


To be ſure, Immeritus, you have been 
very much to blame, in thus running hand 
over head; marrying a girl without a ſhilling, 


and bringing upon her heart a father's diſplea- 
ſure, as well as diſobliging thy own ; without 
having a ſufficient competence to maintain 
that independency, which you ſo ſoon uſurp- 
ed; while J had formed better proſpects for 
your future advantage. Doubtleſs you have 
a free-born claim to pleaſe yourſelf; and I 
think I have a right to be extremely angry at 


your raſhneſs; but I conſider the headſtrong 


nature of giddy youth, and that I ought not 
to be implacable, and ſo boy I forgive thee. 


_ Heaven bleſs my kind parent, ſaid the ſon. 


But ſtop, rejoined the father, do not miſtake 
me; as you have forfeited the privilege of a 


child by diſloyalty, I mean not to reſtore you 


to original favour, nor rank you with the du- 
tiful. You ſhall ſhare a part of my fortune, 
but thy brothers the better half, as the re- 


ward 
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ward of obedience ; for I would act rationally, 
not by the force of paſſion. If you neglected 
your duty, there is no reaſon I ſhould "forge: 
mine; and I ſhall immediately reſign you all 
your patrimony of right, and what I can ſpare, 
without injuring myſelf and the reſt of the fa- 
mily. As you have made your bed, you mult 
lay in it contented, But I ſhall be pleated 
to {ee you, and at all times willingly aſſiſt you 
with my advice, and gladly remain with you 
on an amicable footing. Touched with the 
plain manlineſs and open generofity of his 
prudent ſentiments, the tears ſtreamed down 
my huſhand's cheeks, pleading his love in 
filent eloquence, as well as confeſſing unfeign- 
ed regard and penitence, What flows from 
the heart, ſeldom fails touching the heart of 
others. The kind parent, melted at his diſ- 
treſs, and fearing to loſe the dignity his rea- 
| fon told him was neceſſary he ſhould ſupport, 
he turned aſide his tear-wet cheek, and ſaid,; 
come again another time, and be ſure to exert 
that ſhare of good ſenſe with which you are 
bleſt, to rectify the error of this flip. Deſpair 
makes not your fall ſo dangerous that you 
never can riſe again. Go, I forgive you as 
much as I ought; and be that comfort to your | 
bride, which you made her loſe, who I hear 
is a valuable girl, by your. affection and 
fidelity. 

He ſaid not, but left n in a ſitua- 


tion the moſt afflicting, who cried, this good” 
nels 
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neſs tortures my very ſoul, in a degree ſupe- 
rior to the anger of a furious father. Oh 
ungrateful wretch, that I ſhould offend fo 
' worthy a parent! I could-tear my undutiful 
heart to pieces !---but that there is one who 
demands its utmoſt aid. Yes, ſince the marri- 
age knot of folly can never be untied, it is in 
vain to bewail its error. I will forget the 
paſt, and riſe ſuperior to misfortune for the 
future, by an elevation of undiſpirited think- 
ing. Then drying up his tears, and bidding 
adieu to anxiety, he flew to my expecting 
arms with impatience, while on his now un- 
ruffled brow fat placid chearfulneſs. 
Thus we ſettled matters to our mutual ſa- 
tisfaction. If my parent renounced me, diſ- 
claiming all kind of commerce with us both, 
we were as kindly received by my good 
uncle; and my father-in-law ever behaved 
to us both in a manner becoming the ſitua- 
tion, doing all he could with propriety to 
render our union happy: and from the bene- 
faction of our friends, with the little which 
we poſleſt, like the firſt fond faithful pair, we 
lived in a kind of Eden, „ 
lImmeritus would ſay, here my beſt belov- 
ed let us retire, ſecluded far diſtant from the 
inſenſate, haughty, and the vain; nor have af- 
fiance in a cruel world. Yes, poſſeſt of thee, 
thou charmer of my ſoul, I could forego the 
grandeur of a throne, and find in this dear 
country retreat a paradiſe. For here ſimpli- 
Vol. II. So . 


with diſhoneſt wiſhes, ſhall lead our peaceful 


ly flow to quench our thirſt, the clear ſweet 
5 


out our ſouls in tender confidence, cementing 


expreſſion faulters, and paſſion kindles; Oh 


city, in her ſtraw- thatched cottage, unſtained 


ſteps where gentle nature directs; and be the 
lovely guide of all our pleaſures. Our wants 
but few, will be with eaſe ſupplied. Fragrant 
beds of violets will ſpread around for our re- 
poſe; the ſhrill-roned lark, with tuneful ſongs, 
will wake us, as he quits his dewy neſt. To 

ive us rich repaſts, the peach, the nectarin, 
and the purple grape, ſhall bloom; and gent- 


untain. While we. ſit beneath the poplar 
ſhade, exchanging mutual vows,. pleaſing 
though unneceſſary effuſion of love and 
friendſhip ; while in ſweet diſcourſe we pour 


the amity of unſuſpecting truth, reviewing 
dangers eſcaped, and gaining an antetaſte of 
Joys in ſtore; when thoughts are exhauſted, 


with what mutual rapture ſhall we claſp each 
other in amiable fondneſs; where to each = 
other's boſon} preſt, the kindred heart ſhall ' WM 
beat reſponſive, and our ſouls, one before by 
mutual conſciouſneſs, ſhall, as it were, mingle 
angel- like in ecſtacies divine! Then when the 
ſetting ſun, and the cool zephyr call us home, 
along the verdant banks of winding ſtreams, 
which ſweetly picture over-arching elms; we 
wall retire to our own humble cot, on the 
brow of the hill, where the flocks ſtray fear- 
leſs; where the friſking kids nibble * 
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herb, as the ſhepherd tunes his rural pipe; 
and where the varied proſpect paints the ſyl- 
van ſcene with gay abundance. Then when 
the ſolemn moon ariſes, grateful for all our 


enjoyments, to ſoft repoſe withdrawn, ſweet 


ſleep ſhall fold us in each other's arms ſe- 
cure; while guardian powers around our couch 
ſerendly tune our ſouls, and protect us from 
evil. With ſuch tender language, drawing 
the moſt pleaſing images of rural felicity, 
would my dear youth ſooth my heart, _ 

a- 


ing with the diſpleaſure of an offended 


ther; and his aſſuaſive accents, diſtilling from 
his fragrant lips more falutary than the balm 


of gilead, healed my anxious mind, and re- 
ſtored me to peace. With ſuch a dear youth, 
who could but be happy? 


Thus we dwelt with my uncle, whoſe houſe, 
far from the evils of a metropolis, was ſituat- 


ed on the enchanting banks of the moſt de- 
lightful river in Italy; the manſions of floral 


ſpring, and blooming ſummer ; whoſe gay 


ſcenes were ſeldom invaded by the ruffian 


powers of ſtormy winter, kept off by barrier 


hills high mounting, which received their 
fury; bound with their icy chains, and co- 
vered with their ſnowy mantle. Scattered 


around us were a variety of villages, which 
ſerved to diverſify the ſcene, without giving 


the idea of cities. Green-robed vales, and 
9 meadows; neat corn-fields, and ferAle 
hills, rich with lowing herds and bleating 
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ſheep, roving to the utmoſt encloſures; through 
which purling ſtreamlets ran gayly glittering, 
to loſe themſelves in the broad poliſhed mir- 
rour of the flowing reſervoir; on whoſe glafly 
boſom ever moving objects failed proudly 
down; or upwards worked their oary paſſage: 
all afforded perpetual pleaſure, without gaiſing . 
low paſſions, by giving ſcope to youthful 
fancy, and pratifying, in noble contemplarion, 
ſuperior faculties, | 

In this dear retreat; we commenced ſincere 
votaries to Love, who harmonized our ſouls, 
and moderated our deſires. The bliſsful god 
centred our joys within ourſelves. Painting 
the ſcene with beauties none but lovers can 
behold, he led us over the gay hills and ver- 
dant vales of roſy exerciſe, who ever reward- 
ed our viſits with the ſweet draughts of health, 
which we drank refreſhing at the fountain 
head, guſhing from the rock of joy ; while 
he chaced from before us far out of his airy 
walls ſerene; Diſeaſes dire, who fled howling 


to hide themſelves in the dark clouds, that 
envelop great cities; from which wrapt in 


gloom, they thiow their imperceptible darts 

tipt with poiſon, and wound the buſy, trivial, 

thoughtleſs, wretched race of gnortals! 
ALLEGORY of Love. 


- 
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Now generous Love himſelf, pleaſed at our 


votive fidelity, became the guardian of our 


better 
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better part, as wiſely we quitted the ſeats of 
temptation; and he led us by the willing hand 
to the paths of Virtue; which at firſt, full of 
thorns and miry clay, wore an aſpect rather 
forbidden; but ſoon grew delightful on the 
eye of Perſeverance. There Love, chaced 
from our acquaintance a thouſand ſurround- 
ing evils, which at firſt wearing the maſk 
of kindneſs, appeared in the character of 


friends, pretending to give us peculiar joys, 


and exquiſite delights; at the ſame time want- 


ing to incorporate with our very nature: but 
diſdaining the connexion, Love baffled their 
artifice, and chaced them diſcomfited. Then 
we beheld them in their proper colours, ſtript 
of their diſguiſe, and ſaw Pride, Cruelty, 
Selfiſhneſs, Luſt, and Irreligion fly off, grin- 

ning effectleſs malice, in a croud of negro- 

fronted Vices. - W 
Then Love, through the confined paths of 
Virtue, led us up to the pavilion of extens 
ſive Goodneſs, who was ſeated on a ſofa- 
throne, more elegant than grand. On her 
right hand ſat delicate Purity, Truth, and 
Honour; and her left was graced with Juſ- 
tice ſerene of rectitude, and undefiled Inte- 
grity leaning upon Friendſhip; while gene- 
rous Benevolence, and ſweet-eyed Mercy, re- 
clined on her boſom, as a thouſand graces, 
and beautitudes Tported unconfined. To 
_ theſe bleſt powers we were in time introduc- 
ed, and found an eaſy polite reception. Kneel- 
ing 
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ing at the throne of Goodneſs, we made an 
oficring of our hearts, which though not per- 
fectly void ot flaws, ſhe gractouſly accepted in 
K:ndnels to the intention; -nd in return, gave 
us a picture of her elf, iet in the moſt valua - 
ble jewels, ſaying; when you behold this en- 
tablature, and thinking of me never willing- 
ly offend, you will find it like a taliſman, 
beaming ſuch virtue, that ſorrow, care, and 
diſquietude, ſhall fly before you, and every 
mental miſcry: but if on offence, you give 
them power painfully to aſſault your ſoul, 
pronounce but the magic word penitence, 
and all the demons ſhall lofe every kind of 
permiſſion, to afflict your incorporal eſſence. 
Then we were conducted to the - glorious 
temple of natural religion, who though all 
ſuperior, received us with open arms; orna- 
mented our ſouls with a thouſand moral 
graces; initiated us into her ſacred. myſteries; 
refined our nature; purified the heart; and 
exalting our ſouls, opened to our mental eye 
immortal ſcenes of never- fading glory, which 
filled us with rapture. Thus we advanded, 
ſtill conducted by the hand of pure Love, to 
the hoſpitable palace of real felicity. Fitted 
to enter the noble piazza, the golden gates 
flew open at our approach. Sweet Happineſs | 
herſelf, all elegantly charming, ſmiling ineffa- 
ble grace, when the ſaw love was our intro- 
ducer, flew from her grand feat of velveted 


Nero, and took us to her fond boſom. 5 
| e 
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led us ſmiling, and placed us at a noble ban- 
quet; to which, proceeded by harmonious 
voices, and mellow flutes, now. came polite 
feſtivity, graced with perpetual ſmiles, ſport- 
ful mirth gently gay, - exhilirating delight, 
and ever joyous Pleature, in flowing robes of 
lively coloured ſilks, bearing on their lovely 
heads chaplets of bright flowers, to the eye 
elegant, and to the ſmell richly redolent. 

When we were ſeated at the elegant repaſt 
unceremonious, freedom preſided at the teait; 
eaſy prudence filled the flowing bowl; cheer- 
fulneſs the ſparkling glaſs, and honeſt tempe- 
rance joined with plenty, waited on appetite. 
All were charmed; but folly and intemper- 
ance found no place amidſt our jollity. After 
the banquet was over, and we were to retire, 
ever gracious Happineſs expreit how unwill- 
ing ſhe was to part with gueits, ſhe ſo much 
regarded; declaring if virtuous, though unfor- 
tunate, ſhe would ever be preſent With us, 
either perſonally or effectually. 

Thus it was that Happineſs, like the ſin 
darting its bright rays over the glove, bean:- 
ed itſelf i in all our excurſions, and ming led 
ſportive, in our paſſing moments. Whether 
we loitered in the leaty ſhade, ſtraying arm 
in arm in tree- implanted woods; or bent 


ſerenely over the bubbling brook; loſt in a 


ſoft profound of thought; or rhanied at morn, 
to catch the fragrant breath of new-born day, 


amidſt the opening vale, cheared but not 
ſccorch- 
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ſcorched, by the mild rays of a gay ſan, 


riſing up che azure vault of heaven; happi- 


neſs was virtually preſent, as well there as 
when we ſat in ſome viſta, deſcanting on the 
beauties of variety, cluſtering through the 
wide extended proſpect; and intermingle«| 
delicious kiſſes, with the fond careſſes of mu- 
tual ſenſibility. Thus delightful paſt the 
jovial hours of youth; and ſoft affection on 
the wings of time, ſoon brought us the firſt 
Fruits of love in a beauteous boy, whom we 


named Felix, the ſon of felicity. Thus far 
all was ſerene, and a picture of happy life. But 
the ſcene will change, produce ſurpriſing 
turns, and bring on intereſting cataſtrophes. 


The oracle of fate declares by the voice of 
experience, that this globe is not the ſeat of 


- undiſturbed repoſe; and it was written by 
deſtiny, that we ſhould go through various 
robations before he cut the clue of life. 
In a courſe of five years I loſt my uncle, the 
beſt of friends; and my Immeritus his father. 
We likewiſe found, that after ſeveral loſſes, 
and common diſappointments, our income 


was not ſufficient to carry us through life, 


with tolerable comfort, though the hand of 


neat Frugality dealt out our; ſubſiſtence, My 


dear huſband, concious to the profits of com- 
merce, and knowing ſomething of its method, 


at laſt reſolved to become merchant, after ob- 
taining my conſent; as indeed, a life of uſe- 


leſs indolence was not approved, by our judg- 
ment, 
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ment. Love, indeed, continuing with unabat- 
ing tenderneſs, delighting in rural ſcenes and 
| ſoft repoſe, yielded but ſlowly to the invitation of 
buſy Traffic, till neceſſity became urgent for 
ſome method to prevent the painful approach 
of Poverty. 

My Immeritus, now about twenty-five, in- 
voking the aid of active Induftry, commenced 
merchant, with the tolerable capital he could 
raiſe upon his eftate ; not without feeling in- 
ternal ſtruggles againſt parting from his pa- 
trimony; but as little is gained without ha- 

zard, he boldly ventured : keeping a reſerve” 
for my ſake againſt any exigence. He at length 
depoſited his little all, as it were, in a ſhip. 
bound to Turky, at the mercy of winds, 
waves, and Barbarians ; but in due time for- 
tune rewarded the eee aſſiduity, 
with the profits of ſucceſs; and ſeveral voyages 
were crowned with proſperity. The nature 

of his trade was ſuch, by a courſe of time, 
that his preſence was required at Conſtantino- 
ple. He was to ſtay a conſiderable time. The 
country was delightful, and the voyage eaſy. 
I required to be the partner of his adventure. 
For the firſt time he was not inſtantaneous in 
his aſſent to my requeſt. He pauſed----there 

is danger, he ſaid; but would my love take 

or leave our little ſon. Oh, my life, I quickly 
rejoined, I cannot bear your abſence ; let us 
ſhare your fate together. Be it ſo, for you 
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are ardent, he anſwered, clearing all up with 
the ſmile of approbation. 

Every thing being ſoon in readineſs, my 
huſband, ſelf, and child, with proper attend- 
ants and paſſengers embarkeck: and we ſet 
fail with a favourable breeze, which promiſed 
to watt us ſoon to the port of Conſtantinople. 
My dear Immeritus, now a judicious mer- 
chant, ever provident of the future, and care- 
ful againſt the worſt of accidents, was habited 
in a mean garb, in which he concealed, with 
curious ſecrecy, ſezeral precious diamonds, 
For ſome days we bore along blithly before 
the buxom gale, a new ſcene of delight and 
wonder breaking upon us in the green-eyed 
ſea; whoſe boſom I rode over without being 
ſick, and void of apprehenſion. 

But Ah! the ſeaſon of our proſperity verg- 
ed to its period, and the demon of adverſity, 
envious of our happineſs, was ſuffered for our 

trial to exerciſe over our moments malicious 
cruelty, and plunge us deep into tenfold mis- 
fortune. The wind, like a faithleſs friend, 
chopped abour, and blew full in our teeth. 
Elack clouds gathering around us, threatened 
a ſtorm, whoſe approach at night was an- 
nounced by claps of thunder; the ſignal, as it 
were, for armies of bluſtering winds to begin 
the aſſault; which ſoon they obeyed, and they 
ſeemed endeavouring to blew us out of the 
ſea, or to cant us in the clouds. No ſcene of 
| terror 
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terror is more dreadful than a tempeſt. While 
ſtormy winds ſcreamed outragious, whirling us 
round, and paſſionate lightening burft with 
amazing thunder from pitching clouds over 
head; all below appeared deep ſinking gults, 
yawning horribly the grave of vaſt deſtruc- 
tion: till the whole ocean working itſelf up, 
grew from its broad baſis one tremendous 
mountain of ſuper-added waters, big with in- 
evitable death. Yet even all this we eſcaped, 
to fall into the hands of men more mercileſs 
than ſavage beaſts; more deaf to mercy than 
voracious vultures, and more unſparing than 
a prodigious hurricane. A lamb is thus ſav- 
ed from a lion, to become a prey to wolves. . 
My deareſt merchant wanted not means, 

from his preſence of mind, to comfort me and 
his ſon, amidſt the ſtorm's inſulting outrage. 
After we had tolerably weathered the tempeſt, 
my dear lord being upon deck, a piratical 
Algerine was dliſcovered, bearing down upon 
us full fail, My Immeritus foreſaw, as in a 
picture, the group of diſaſters that opened 
wide-yawning to ſwallow us. Trembling he. 
felt all the burden of adverle Fate, and ſtood 
tottering tome time to compoſe himſelf un- 
der the ponderous weight, He came down 
to me and little Felix in the cabin. The 
ſight of us affected him, that he could hardly 
ſpeak; but calling up all his fortitude of 
foul, with a compoſed air he ſaid, my deareſt 
life, a ſhip is ſailing towards us, ſuppoſe it 
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ſhould be an Algerine; who are at ſea what 
Arabs are by land, declared robbers of all 
the world; ee thou abandon thyſelf to 
the frit lively emotions of ſorrow, or ſhew 
yourlels ſuperior to your ſex, in bearing the 
perſecutions of outragious Fortune with be- 
coming fortitude? Yes, I know thou wilt 
ſummon all that is great in thy foul, becauſe 
it is my ſincere requeſt; and ſhare as you pro- 
miſed my adverſe fate with courage, as you 
partook of my proſperity with moderation, 
Jam the more inclined to think thus of thee, 
as thou knoweſt there is a Providence that 
preſides over the whole univerſe ; who can 
open a door for eſcape; ſmooth the hard pil- 
low of adverſity, and lead us through the 
labyrinths of misfortune, till we meet never 
more to part: for know we ſtand the chance 
of ſeparation! Not generous war they fight, 
but wage ſordid traffic. 
Thunder ſtruck with this diſcourſe, my ſoul 
ſhrunk inward : but recovering myſelf as much 
as poſſible, and recollecting my troubled ſpi- 
rits, I cooly ſaid, I will ſtruggle hard to meet 
the giant force of misfortune with intrepidity, 
becauſe it is the will of heaven, and your 
commands. Tranſported at my reſolution, he 
preſt my hand to his heart, and ſaid, ſpoke 
more than angel, that is a mortal loaded with 
inſirmities, yet nobly conflicting againſt a va- 
riety of evils. which he ſcorns to fink under 


with mean dejection! He . my Felix in 
| | his 
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his arms, kiſt him, and flew upon deck, re- 
commending us to heaven. 

The pirate was ſuperior to us in every na- 
val advantage, and it would have been teme- 
rity next to deſperation, to have dared oppo- 
ſition; which, without procuring any advan- 
tage, muſt have thrown deſtruction on ſome, 
and invited on us all the inſults of cruelty. 
We {ſtruck at their approach, and ſuffered 
ourſelves to be boarded without the leaſt re- 
ſiſtance. The commander was a Renegade 
Chriſtian, who, with his religion, had not re- 
nounced all humanity, though his god was 
 Mammon. On being told, we : thus eaſily ſub- 
mitted to gain clemency; he ſaid, our hope 
ſhould not be diſappointed. But the ſailors 
inſiſted on plunder, which he dared not deny 
them. They took all they ſaw of any value; 
but we were not yet ſeparated; though they 
brought us aboard their own ſhip, manning 
ours with Turks. 


The Pitture. of a Sea-Fi 257 in a Storm. 


After weathering a tempeſt, being ſeized 
by pirates, and made flaves, the mind, ſup- 
poſing itſelf reduced to the extreme verge of 
misfortune, fortified itſelf in thinking that 
Fate had done its worſt; and therefore ad- 
mitted the ray of Hope through the crevice 
of Kind expectation; who declared that things 
would mend for the better; reſting on the 
confidence that the worſt was paſt. Theſe 

are 
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are the poor comforts of Diſtreſs: but here 


they failed us. 
Th- wind ſtill continued high, and night 


drawing its gradual ſhades over the ruffled 


ſcene, we could not gain the port of Algiers. 


The moon now aſcended ſolemn, in her broad 
undiminiſhed ſphere of ſilver light, moving 
flowly up her cloudy path mountaneous; at 
whole approach the winds in ſigns reſpectful, 
whiſpercd ſoftly round the greenly-tinctured 
billow, indicative of calm ſerenity. But ſoon 
breaking all reſtraint, they falſified their ſpe- 
cious promiſes, coming on in wild uproar, 
burſting their weſtern N and defying 
all reſtraint. 

Above them riſing portentous, as if ſtream- 
ing from exceſſive volcanos, ſhot up wide 
ſpreading, black hills of cloudy vapours, load- 


ed with inextinguiſhable lightening, and ſtun- 


ing thunder; amidſt which, in his blackeſt 
car of ebony, rode, toſt by his own ſtorms, the 
demon of confuſion. Ever and anon, as he 
paſt her pallid orb, the trembling moon ruſh- 
ed behind a cloud, and hid herſclf from an 
appearance fo cerrifying. This way and that 
he drove his black fteeds, over the tumultous 
ſcene with fury, bringing wherever he appear- 
ed vaſt horror. Around followed faſt, multi- 


tudes of clamorous winds, who, obedient to 


his pointing hand eager to mark deſtruction, 


ruſhed over the broa't deep, howling terribly, 


and filling atrighted Nature with diſmal 
{creams 
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ſcreams portentous. Then ceaſing as if to 
gather ſtrength, and take breath, thoughtful 


where next to act their fury, they grew calin 
in ſofter murmurs; and the moon diſmantling 
herſelf of veiling clouds, ſhone out, and cheer- 


ed the gloomy icene. Sh 

Then it was we deſcried two Sallee rovers, 
and other Barbary frigates, in perſuit of us 
in ſpite of the tempeſt; which indeed gave 


the bold Barbarians hope we ſhould yield 


without reſiſtance. But they miſtook the 
couragious Algerines, who retolved to fight 


to the laſt man; and rather to ſink than ſur- 


render; for their ſhip was ſtout, well manned, 
and provided for battle. Ozmin, the name 
of the Renegade, came down to our cabin, 
declaring his reſolution, and requiring my 
dear youth's aſſiſtance, though unutcd to arms 
but thoſe of love. If we are taken, he laid, 
by the Barbary rovers now at war with us, 
they will give no quarter; put us all to the 
{word, or tois us into the ocean. Immeritus 
followed him, ſaying to me, remember my. 
love, I fight for you and Felix. I ſtifled my 
griefs, which flying to my heart, made it 


ſwell ready to burſt with filent miſery! Let 


I calmly ſaid, go my love, and be Providence 


Now the ſtormy winds again renewed their 


conflicts againſt us and nature, blowing irre- 


fiſtible gueſts; while dark-boſomed clouds, 
like dragons, flew on the defenceleſs moon, 


and 


and ſnatched her into immediate darkneſs! 
Riding on the boſom of huge winds, the black 

demon ſqualling diſaſterous triumph, rocking 
up and down the bulky billow, and high up- 
heaving the foamy wave; threw our ſhip here 
and there, in the wantonnefs of malice; and as 
in ſport toſt us up in the clouds, to let us 
fink dropping down a bottomleſs gulf; then 
emptying half the ocean, he rolled over us 
amazing mountains of ponderous waters. As 
we roſe deeply drenched, we were horribly 
faluted by vaſt peals of thunder, cracking 
over our heads; while broad flaſhing hghten- 
ing held for a moment the gleamy torch of 
viſibility, to reveal terrification in its moſt hi- 
deous appearance; and ſhew even iron-hearted 
Turks ſtaring aghaſt! 

Then out roaring the winds, * Barbarians 
began the attack, dark as it was, to give 
miſery perfection; for often the cannon's 
fiery flaſh mimicked the flaſh of opening ſkies, 
and its daring exploſion anſwered impious to 
the ſacred thunder; till in dreadful repetition, 
flaſh afrer flaſh, they mingling joined as in 
oppoſition, and ſeemed to fer the very ocean 
on fire; ſo willed by the crew, who provok- 
ing heaven by their execrations, at once in- 
vited and defied his thunderbolts. Mean 
time the whizzing balls ſhattered our rigging, 
ſplit our maſt, or bored our planks; letting 
in fountains of the briny liquid, which another 


way threatened our deſtruction. Other 8 
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lets and grape ſhot, winged with dreadful fate, 


came amidſt us, cut off the arms and legs 


of ſome, wounded many, and daſhed out the 


brains of others. Thus the: ſtorm continued 


all night, though not ſo outragious, and they 


kept {till fighting at a diſtance, while I wept 
over my child! _ | 3 

At length the rumpled morn appeared, 
like a ſluggard loath to riſe; and expelling 


half the powers of darkneſs, made but a ſe- 
condary day. Then the fierce Rovers bore 


down upon us full ſail. We waited their ap- 


proach in ſilence. High roſe the billows; 


and as a large trigate approached us, toſt up 
by the wave, we gave her a broadſide; and 
carrying a plank between wind and water, 
down to the bottom of the ſea the dived over- 


 whelmed, never more to riſe; while all the 


crew, in piteous lamentations, were ſinking, 
dying all together! A fight how deplorabie! 
The idea makes me ſhudder! The commo- 
dore then coming along-ſide of our ſtout man 
of war, his colours flying, he laid hold of us 


with grappling irons, and attempted to board 


us boldly ſeveral times; but was driven off 


with great loſs. What tongue can expreſs the 


tenfold confuſion of ſuch a horrid hour. A 
mixture of noiſes the moſt jarring, ſtruck the 
aſtoniſhed ears equal to craſhing worlds; diſ- 
charging .cannon anſwered thunder in ſounds 
indiſtinct! and with flaſhing lightening powder 


flaſhed! as with ſtunning outcries, the crew 
were 
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were trampling over-head, amidſt ſhrieking 


pullies, horrid oaths, and cracking cordage! 


But the worſt was, that him I loved beit was 


in the midſt, ſurrounded with ſmoke and 


death, flying in the near diſcharge of ſmall 
arms! I trembled with agonizing terror! but 
was ſilent. 


At length, when the commodore grappled . 


us again, Ozmin prepared, ordered all below. 


When the foe came upon deck, ſabre in hand, 


ſuppoſing their enemies were flown, they filled 
the hatches. But dreadful ſight! in a moment 


they were blown up in the air, by powder 


trained on purpoſe, and fell half dead in the 
yawning ſea! Then Ozmin attacked in turn, 
and endeavoured to board the commodore; 
but not ſucceeding, he commanded the crew 
to hurl their combuſtibles, and ſhoot their fire 
arrows in the rigging; and ſtraight he fat her 
in a dreadful blaze, which gathering ſtrength 
amidſt the pitchy planks, became inextinguiſh- 
able. Then they felt diſmay and dire confu- 
ſion. The commander dropping his ſword, 
ran this way and that diſtracted. The aſtoniſh- 
ed crew ſtood confounded in the choice of. 


death; whether to be drowned, burnt, or | 
blown up by their own powder; which more 
and more grew in danger of firing! Dread- 


ful alternative! E 
They ſtruck their colours, but we could 


give no aſſiſtance, as their cannon kept firing. 


and we feared being caught ourſelves. 7 bo 
e 
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beſt ſwimmers took to the water, and ſome 
we faved; though the ſea ran ſo high, the 
long boat could live amidſt the ſurges with 
difficulty. At length, with an exploſion like 
a burſting volcano, toſſing up its entrails in 
the rent air, deformed with ſmoke and aſhes, 
the commodore blew up, and all the crew 
and officers periſhed, either by the flames, or 
were ſunk to death in the briny element! A 
ſight fo lamentable, moved even Turks with 
_ pity. The other ſhips made off, and we were 
too weak to purſue them. „„ 
Thus extremely ſhattered, we were toſt at 
the mercy of winds and waves. The tremb- 
ling pilot told us he feared we ſhould drive 
amidſt approaching rocks. His gueſſes were 
too juſt, for ſoon we found our ſhip dancing 
fearfully dangerous, amidſt vaſt precipices, 
looking like the monſterous ruins of time- 
eaten fortifications! Before we could clear 
them, the dying ſtorm ſpending all its fury 
in its laſt gaſp, blew on us a ſtrong blaſt; 
while the waves upheaved our broad bottom, 
and all at once we fell with horrid craſh upon 
the rock, which ſplit the ſhip to the back- 
bone, and ſhe foundered directly. My dear 
Immeritus flew to my aid; but unable to bear 
up any longer, I ſunk in his arms. The 
tempeſt ceaſed, my Love bore me on board 
the ſafe long boat. The ſhip we left came to 
our aſſiſtance; and in time took us all on 
board. When I awaked, I found ſurpriſing 
| 02 | + "*PEACS<: 
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peace and tranquility, take place of amazing 
diſorder; and my hero at my ſide, declared 
peril was paſt. But he concealed two wounds 
he received not dangerous, one by a muſket 
ball, the other by a cimeter; and foon the 
ſhouting crew called land and Algiers. Pleaſ- 
ing ſounds, though in captivity ! L 
We realized at preſent but comparative 
pain, for a more dreadful cloud of apprehen- 
ſion was hanging over our heads; but we had 
ſufficient time to ſee the evil gathering at a 
diſtance, and to prepare for its approach As 
if my dear youth felt nothing himſelf, though 
his heart was pierced to the quick, he aſſum- 
ed the caſy air of a calm advifer. My life, he 
ſaid, it is highly probable we ſhall all three 
be parted ; but I have certain means of gain- 
ing inſtant liberty, and then with what remains 
from my concealed treaſure z and my credit 
among the Jews, 1 ſhall be enabled to obtain 
your immediate releaſe from flavery : for theſe 
delightful limbs were never made. for bon: 
dage! and then my child's freedom will be 
caſily bought; for here money overcomes all 
obſtacle | . F | 
With ſuch ſoft words, and the tender blan- 
diſhments of love, he ſoothed my diſtracted 
foul to peace, aſſuaged the pain of corroding. 
grief, and charmed away the black omens 
that haraſs' expectation ; while I hung round 
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bis manly neck, and ſhed heart-eaſing the 
matron tear of aitection, in his gentle hofom. 9 
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We came fafe to port. "The barbarous Ma- 
hometans ſaw us and ſhouted; and ſoon we 


| beheld the gilded turrets of Algiers, and glit- 


tering half-moons blaze in the ſun; and "the 


proud metropolis of pirates opened to the 


eye, riſing on its hilly baſis in all the grandeur 
of amphitheatric magnificence. Some mer- 


chants juſt failing to Conftantinople, came again 


on ſhore, in hopes of a new bargain, and a 
lucky purchaſe. It was broad day when we 


landed. The beach was crouded with horrid 


Moors, and greedy Turks. Do what my 


— could, the crew would ſet me and my 


child on ſhore before him, and the reſt of our 
company. What avails a woman's tears among 
barbarians! My reſolution began to fail. I 


ſaw ten-thouſand deaths in ſeparation. I be- 
came almoſt:. delirious, till my Immeritus 


ſoothed me down to be rational, by the melo- 
dy of his clear voice; when he cried aloud : 


Go my life, fear nothing, heaven 1s with you, 
and remember you will ſoon be ranſomed. 
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They hurried me away, bathed in a flood of 


tears; but I ſoon revived to reflection, by find- 
ing my ſon holding faſt my hand, clinging to 
my fide like Telemachus, and calling me to 
protect him. Waving his white handkerchief, 
my huſband ſtemed within the high tide of 


affliction, that ruſhed on his heart, and looked | 


ſteady contrivance to avert captivity. 


Soon after we landed, the Turkiſh merchant 
_ demanded, in hafte, if we were for ſale, and 


the 
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the price. The affirmative was given the 
rate was agreed upon, and paid both for me, 
and my ſon. We were hurried back, while I 
fainted away, to the merchant's ſhip, which 
now hoiſted fail, courting the freſh freeze that 
ſprung up in their favour; and in a few hours 
we were out of ſight of Algiers, Immeritus 
knowing nothing of what was paſt, inquired 
for the "Jews, declaring they would ranſome 
him directly: and among them he found a 
well-known perſon, in whom he could confide, 
| hinting in Italian he had jewels. The Jew 
paid his ranſome, which was rather eaſy, from 
the indication of his garb, and which they 
did not change. The Jew, among his people, 
ſoon got his diamonds turned into gold, at 
ſome loſs; and the ranſome paid, there re- 
mained a good overplus. Immeritus flew to 
bring me ſweet liberty, but what was his diſ- 
traction, when he was told that his wife and 
fon were bought by a Turk, and many leagues 
off, in the ſhip's way to Conſtantinople! He 
ſunk down on the earth, overwhelmed with 2 
deluge of aſtoniſhing grief, which ruſhed on 
his ſoul unexpectedly So when fierce winds 
precipitate a veſſel ſuddenly beneath a water- 
ſpout, all at once without notice, its contents 
with ponderous ruin, is diſgorged on the flut- 
tering frigate, which ſinks beneath the flood, 

and is utterly immerſed. When he came to 
himſelf, collecting fortitude, he ſhook off deſ- 


pondency, 
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pondency, and ſaid as uſual; well! I cannot 
| help it; let us do the next beit! | 

The firſt veſſel he could prevail upon to 
hoiſt anchor he hired, paying all demands, and 
rode away towards the capital of Turky ; but 
the winds became his enemy; for. the gales 
that wafted his loved wife away, turned their 
force againſt him, drove him back, and made 
him linger in the broad ocean He muſtered 
all his patience, ſaying, I do what a mortal 
may, the winds obey not man! He landed 
at the port about a week after my arrival. 


He enquired after my deſtination, and found 


at length to his inexpreſſible grief, that I was 
inducted among the ladies of the Seraglio: 
which news almoſt transfixt his heart, with 
the fatal arrow of deſpair; eſpecially when he 
| likewiſe underſtood, that his darling Felix was 
fold as a flave to ſome great baſhaw, and up- 
on ill- uſage had fled to the Arabs. But he 
ſolaced himſelf, by ſaying, man muſt, with 
patience, ſubmit to the decrees of Providence. 
We cannot command our fate! However, 
fatague and anxiety threw him into a lan- 
guiſhing ſtate; but his fortitude, and good 
conſtitution, got the better of his diſorder, 
Recovering health, he applied himſelf to his 
profeſſion, keeping a watchful eye around the 
Seraglio; ſo prompted by perſeverance, love, 
and fidelity, But he was always called the 


. melancholy merchant. 
The 


—— 
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The trader who bought me and my fon, 
loſt all feelings, in the defire of accumulatin 
wealth. When we landed at the metropolis 
of Turky, he. very cooly diſpoſed of my fon 
before my face, amidſt the miteries of a a 
tracted mother, whoſe heart was torn with 
agonizing torture, at the cruel icparation; and 
the iron-hearted wretch bought him with the 
{ame compoſure, and for leis money than he 
purchaſed young colts, ſkipping after Arabi 
an mares: while I loſt fight of him, as I 
thought for ever. It took up more time 11 
conſidering how to diſpoſe of the mother to 
the beſt advantage; at length he reſolved to 
try the grand Seignior's taſte, In ſpeaking ot 
me to the aga of the black cunuchs, he ſaid, 
my lord, the lady I bring for your inſpection, 
is in a ſtyle, though different from thoſe 
coveted for the Sultan, yet of ſuch a peculiar 
delicacy, and a nameleſs grace, as ſeems fit 
to captivate the heart of a prince, tired with | 
large majeſtic figures, who may ſhew well to 
the eye; but mine ſeems more proper to gra- 
tify the taſte of love. Bring her before me, 
the black rephed. He did. I came weeping. 
The grand Seignior ſaw me through a lattice, 
and ſoon gave the accepting ſignal, What is 
your price? the aga ſaid; the other replying ; 
the bargain was ſtruck; and the aga cried, 
take the money; quit the lady, and go. He 
left me utterly diſconſolate. What "could 1 


do? TI wept, Poor relief 
1 I was 


TRE BON Z E. 8 108 


I was then conducted into the inner apart- 
ments, ſeveral of which extremely grand, were 
allotted for my reception; and a train of 
eunuchs and ladies waited my commands. 
After being obliged to enter a beautiful bath, 
I was inſpected; and found unblemiſhed, was 
cloathed in a ſuperb habit after the Turkiſh 
taſte. I then was led through a magnificent 
ſaloon, whoſe Perſian carpet was velvet, and 
filver flowers fringed with gold ; upon which, 
reclining on a rich ſofa, under a glittering ca- 
nopy, lay the emperor, blazing with gold and 
jewels. I was taught to make obedience, and 
| ſmiling the ſultan ſaid, in the Turkiſh language, 
the little elegant beauty will do; her eyes are 
brilliant; her mouth is lovely ſweet, while the 
bloom of roſes richly tincture her delicate 
| ſkin. Be quick in her inſtruction. I then re- 

turned to my own apartments,full of wretched- 
neſs, under the gaudy trappings of nauſeous 
pomp; which ſtrove to render me lovely in 
the eyes I wiſhed would rather report me de- 


formed. _ 


Myſteries of a Seraglio. 
When the ladies deſired to teach me the 
various accompliſhments, which were to fit 
me for the grand Seignior's regard, I refuſed 
attention, till I tired their patience; and they 
threatened me, by the interpretating eunuch, 
that if I would not comply, they muſt con- 
„% a ene 
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trive means to ſoften my abbr temper, as 
the Sultan was not to be diſappointed of his 
Joys, by the obſtinacy of his flave. The 
world's lord muſt have his will obeyed. I 
trembled, and finding no refcurce, ſubmitted 
to learn the language; to dance, ſing, and 
play on various inſtruments. Graces eaſily at- 
tained, as they had been my carly amuſements 
in the hours. of happineſs: but in the midſt 
of ſorrow, who can be joyous !_ 

The grand Seignior would frequently ſee 
me go through my exerciſes, as a relaxation 
from the cares of ſtate; unbending his mind 
among the revelry of his ladies. He would 
ſay, though ſhe is not half ſo majeſtically 
handſome as many of my ſlaves, yet ſhe has 
ſuch a ſweetneſs reſulting from attracting gra- 
ces, as touches the heart ſhe regards With 
neglect; while aſſiduity to pleaſe in the reſt 
often breeds diſguſt. When I began to pro- 
nounce the "Turkiſh langua e intelligibly, I 
was admitted to the royal banquets, in the 
gardens of the Seraglio, guarded with an army 
of cunuchs. Sometimes we failed in gilded 
barges upon a broad canal, while chora] ladies 
ſang to ſoft flutes and golden guitars, and 
landed in a banqueting Palace, full of brilli- 
ant ornaments, reflecting ſplendour. from 4 
thouſand ſilver lamps. At other times, meet- 
ing on a level lawn, to arouſe the languor of 


dulneſs, we formed the mazy dance of multi- 
tudes, 
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tudes, ſkipping around in a thouſand antick 


poſtures; or ſported amorous before the king 


in the magnificent baths, naked ſlaves to di- 
verſion, the dupes of caprice, and the mini- 


ons of letchery! Thus impriſoned the ſlave 
of gilded tyranny, I fretted away many long te- 
dious months in ſplendid wretchedneſs; loved 


where I wiſhed to be hared, and envied for 
the exaltation I contemned! _ 
Tormented with the cares of ſtate, and 
audacious boldneſs of Janiffaries, which he 
dared not chaſtiſe, the grand Seignior deſerted 


the Divan, and buried himſelf for ſeveral days 


in the voluptuous pleaſures of the *Seraglio; 
though the grand Vizier frequently beleeched 
him on his knees to appear in public, and 
pacify the clamours of a diſguſted people : 
but he would command him, on pain of the 


bowſtring, not to diſturb his pleaſures. Then 


it was, ſatiated with even the variety of his 
other ladies, and longing for ſomething new; 
as I was walking melancholy, muſing on my 


loſt Jove, notice was given of the emperor's 


approach, by the flying eunuchs : bur as I 
endeavoured to avoid the royal preſence, the 
imperial Turk met me, in a myrtle grove, 
variegated with fragrant orange trees. He 


ſtopped; beheld my confuſion ; ſaw the ver- 


million bluſh riſe blooming, with unaffected 
modeſty on my cheek; and chuſing me for 
his Sultana that night, threw towards me the 
P 2 conhu— 
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connubial handkerchief *, which was a ſmall 


fquaie of filk, inwrought with lace-work, as a 


royal token of bridal election: and then he 


retired, leaving me to the officers utterly diſ- 


concerted. 
Immediately the ladies and eunuchs flocked 
around me; ſome envious of my honour, 
others wiſhing me joy; and they told me I 
muſt prepare to enrube myſelf, and be deco- 


rated in the utmoſt magnificence, befitting the 


royal bridegroom. Specchleſs, with the ſoul's 
emotion, I anſwered not but in ſighs. When 
I came into my apartment, I gave way to a 


flood of tears, which eaſed the racking tor- 


ments of my boſom: then I caſt around my 


inventive faculties, to find ſome expedients to 


evade my ruination; for being once enjoyed 
by the man I hated, would force me to give 
up the man 1I loved: but I could find ſmall 
reſource from reflection. However, I reſolved 
to ſtave off the evil for ſome time; and I 
ſent for the black aga of the eunuchs. When 


— 
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* Sir Thomas Rowe, one of lord Hillſborough's 
anceſtors, took his ady with him, when he went 
ambaſſador to Conſtantinople; and ſhe was admitted 


to view the gardens of the Seraglio. The grand 
Seignior came in ſuddenly, and ſeeing a beautiful 
woman, threw his handkerchief towards her ; which 
is now in the poſſeſſion of a lady belonging to the 


Rowe family: and her ladyſhip happily eſcaped. 
- i 
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| he came, bowing proſtrate, I faid, my lord, 
I require you to acquaint his majeſty, that I 
beſeech him to defer for three days, the ho- 
nour he intends me, in admitting his ſlave 
to become a Sultana queen; becaule a pre- 
ſent indiſpoſition calls upon me to deny his 
majeſty's imperial will. I obey, he ſaid, and 
retired. As this was an abſolute refuſal, the 
aga returned, and ſaid, your requeſt, Oh Sul- 
tana, is acknowledged by my ſupreme lord : 
but give me leave, fair queen, to acquaint 
you, that nothing is more dangerous than to 
trifle with the pleaſures of his highneſs; for 
know that Roxanda made the ſame requeſt, 
and the love-impatient prince went unex- 
pectedly in condeſcenſion to her ſleeping 
chamber, and found ſhe was in perfect health. 
Enraged at his ſlave's daring to thwart that 
will which millions die to obey, and ſpoil his 
delights, he commanded her immediately to 
be ſtrangled. Before ſhe died, ſhe confeſt 
the reaſon why ſhe refuſed the king's em- 
| braces, was out of tenderneſs; for ſhe knew 

if ſhe' proved with child, immediately after 
birth it would, according to the politics of 
the Seraglio, be deſtroyed; which reflection 
was ſo terrible, ſhe declared ſhe would rather 
| ſuffer one perſonal death, than a thouſand dy- 
Ing agonies without dying. But let us hope, 

by your obedience, you will ſhun her fate. 

Then they left me to the torture of cogitation. 
Comply- 
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Complying with the firſt impulſe of deſ- 
pair, I reſolved to invite the fate of poor 
Roxanda; but in the cooler moments of pa- 
tient reſignation, ſomething ſcemed to whiſper 
and fay---live---heaven has many reſources | 
and at length, through a variety of torturing 
colloquies, I concluded to ſubmit to the way 


marked out for my trial by Providence. 


When the morn of that day appeared, on 
which I was to be adulterouſly ſacrificed to 
a deteſted bed, I was led to a fine aromatic 
bath; then comlucted to the robing chamber, 


I was decorated in the utmoſt pomp of eaſtern 
magnificence, and crowned with the royal 


tiara. I dine! under a canopy, and had nu- 
merous attendants; tender muſic accompanied 
ſongs in my pr alle, which chanted forth the 
honour and happineſs of her whom majeſty 
chooſes for his recreation. In ſhort, nothing 
was omiticd to bring into a temper of mind, 


and make me rejoice at my fortune. But as 


I could look upon it only as a crime againſt 
heaven and my love, to the abſolute excluſion 
of my former happineſs, I received their gra- 
tulations, and thought of the emperor, with 
abhorrency. Oh, gentle love, I cried, wilt 
thou ſuffer one of thy pureſt votaries, to un- 
dergo the violation of that honour you taught 
her to holdficred? Shall the ſincereſt adelity 
be rewarded with outrage? and wilt thou find 
out no way for virtue to eſcape pollution ? 


A Sul- 
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4 Sultana led to the grand Seignior's Chamber. 


Violation eſcaped. 


At length the great officers of the cunuchs; 
the minſtrels, and throngs of lovely ladies, 
aſtoniſned at my dejection, came to conduct 
me to the bridal chamber. At their approach 
I was ready to expire. I knew not what they 
ſaid; and as one that has loſt all ſenſation, I 


ſuffered myſelf to be carried where ever they 


pleaſed. Several youths waited my approach, 
holding ſilver cenſers, which filled the gallery 
with the richeſt perfume. The ſweeteſt muſic 
led the way; my path was ſtrewed with flow- 


ers, and a chorus of young virgins ſurrounded 


me, ſinging ſongs in praiſe of love: while 
thus I was conducted almoſt fainting between 
two ladies, dreſt in noble robes, my train 
was ſupported by young eunuchs; the reſt 
following in proceſſion. - Thus the victim 
lamb 1s led to be ſacrificed, ET 
As I entered an elegant chamber, ſupport- 
ed with ſilver pillars, in the nature of trees, 


| ſhooting verdant leaves, and blooming fruit- 
age of gold: when my ſtarting eyes beheld 


the royal bed, luſtrous with blazing diamonds 


_ appearing the ſplendid altar, on which all my 


happineſs was to be offered; my heart ſud- 
denly ſunk, and all my joints trembled : but 
how: was I ſtruck, when ſhining with gay em- 
broidery, I beheld, enter at another door, he 
ef STO 5 grand 
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grand Seignior! 1 fainted on the 3 car- 
pet. He flew to my aid, raiſed me to his bo- 
ſom, and well pleaſed, took that for modeſty, 
ſtruck at his god-like appearance, which was 
only the effect of ſurprized averſion! The 
whole company left us together. What a 
ſtate ! | 
Immediately I fell at his feet, and faid; O 
my imperial lord, whom the wickedneſs of 
man has given thee to call me ſlave; you may 
raviſh, may kill me; but I never can, nor ever 
will, give conſent to your embraces, becauſe I 
am wedded to a man whom I adore; and hea- 
ven forbids, while the firſt is alive, the admiſ- 
ſion of another love. Which then, O great 
prince, is it more elegible to offend my crea- 
tor, or my temporary maſter? But jet me 
hope that I rather oblige thy generous ſoul, 
by acquainting thee, thou wouldit at beſt but 
ſhare a divided heart, and polleſs the gleanings 
of another's right; when a thouſand virgins 
more lovely, young, and blooming; than I, 
a widowed wife, await expective, a choice 
thrown away upon me unworthy | Diſdain 
then the gathered fruit, and gaily pluck the 
virgin roſe-bud, unblown upon by the rude 
winds ; and ſhew an act of glorious generoſi- 
ty, by ſending .me uncontaminated, to my 
dear faithful huſband, and my darling child. 
The half angry Sultan ſaid, what more ex- 
alations ? and I aniwered pathetic; let 


me beſeech We mighty emperor, to ſpare a 
matron, 
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atron, who has fixed her affections upon 
a worthy youth, to whom it is her duty, bound 
by the moſt ſacred vow, adminiſtered by 
the prieſt, to be true and juſt; which ſolemn 
oath was I to break, my foul would be ſtain- 
ed with the blackeſt perjury to heaven, and 
ingratitude to my dear huſband: a breach 
of which contract, would likewiſe ſubject me 
to eternal infamy ; and my character and ho- 
nour, the moſt precious jewel belonging to a 
woman, would be for ever tarniſhed; and my 
hated remembrance would be delivered down 
to poſterity, with curſes from which, nor you 
O my lord, magnificent and powerful as thou 
art; nor all the univerſe, can deliver me; ſo 
facred is feminine renown ; to which, if a wo- 
man grows indifferent, ſhe 1s not tar off the 
verge of wickedneſs; nor worthy any man of 
| honour's regard. | 

The impatient Turk replied, away with 
theſe nice diſtinctions, of which I am igno- 
rant; but this I know, thou art my ſlave, pur- 
chaſed with my gold, and on purpoſe train- 
ed, at a great expence of time and trouble, 
for my pleaſure; and now thou haſt the aſ- 
ſurance to dally with my delight, at the very 
tme I ſhould reap the harveſt of my expec-, 
tation! They ſay, that women are of all cr-a- 
tures the moſt artful; that they have a thou- 
land devices to practice on the heart of man, 
in order to hold it more ſecurely in the fet- 
ters of love, and keep an empire over the ſoul. 
Vox. II. 0 5 Put 
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But madam, underſtand that I am none cr 
thoſe that can bear trifling ; nor ever ſhewed 
before ſuch condeſcenſion; and it raiſes my 
wonder, that I have been thus patient over 
thy filly tale. Be grateful then, O fair Italian, 
7 yield obedience to my commands; nor 
oblige me to tear down from withdrawing 
branches the fruit of love; which ſhould be 
gathered with reciprocal conſent, _. 

To which I anſwered, O my royal lord, as 
the cuſtom of barbarous nations, condemned by 
reaſon, and only warranted by arbitrary force, 
has made me thy ſlave; as ſuch I will do my 
beſt to obey thy honeſt commands, I will 
dutifully wait upon thee. I will faithfully 
execute all thy orders in my power, and per- 
form the buſineſs of a ſervant, and every thing 
in honour, as I eat thy bread: but when you 
will me to break the laws of God; when you 
would have me to become vicious; to do 
diſhoneſt things; and would ſtain my yet un- 
polluted ſoul with baſeneſs, and the crimes of 
adultery ; theſe not being in your right to 
command, nor in mine to obey, pardon me 
then, O my lord, if I declare, not only a re- 
pugnance to your deſire, but a politive retu- 
ſal; which, give me to fay, proceeds not from 
the little arts of a coquet, but from the noble 
principles of virtue and henour, imprinted on 
my heart by the finger of Providence; to 
whom thou, O king, in particular art anſwer- 


able, as you are not rel ponſible for your ac- 
tions 
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tions to any power on earth. The fierce 
Turk cried, think better on it, fair one; I 
begin to be impatient. In tenderneſs to thy 
finer nature, I have thus calinly liſtened to 
thy fond excuſes, with an uncommon degree 
of ſerenity. But that time is over; the ſtorm 
is gathering, and vain are chy excuſes. pb _ 
not thy fate. 

O great monarch, I ſaid, what 1 have de- 
clared, 1s not the whim of a moment, nor the 
ſudden guſt of any paſſion ; but the ſolid 
principles of my conſtaat ſoul, by which I am 
determined to abide, let what will be the con- 
ſequence, No, my lord, you have not to deal 
with a weak Aſiatic woman, who at any time 
will give up her honour, to fave her life. I 
am born in nobler regions, where time im- 
memorial, examples have been delivered down 
from the moſt diſtant ages, of feminine forti- 
tude in the hour of trial, who rather than 
yield to a tyrant's will, have dared the worſt, 
and met death with open arms. But I have 
ſuch a kind huſband, to wrong whom, for 
even the ſake of a poor life I ſhould drag on 
with diſhonour, would be to load my foul 
with ſuper-added baſeneſs; and to give him 
up, 15 more terrible than death; even if I 
had not a dear child, the firſt fruit of our 
generous paſſion! Tes, deareſt Immeritus, 
for my ſake thou wou! 14 die; and ſhall I be 
outdone in tender fidelity? No, my lord, I 
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can die, but I never will yield to your deteſt- 


ed embraces. 
By Mahomet, the frowning tyrant cried, 
this 1s braving me to my teeth! an inſult 


which none before ever dared. Yes, 1 8 


will be all myſelf, and carry fate in com- 


mands, which never knew controul till now. 


My ſlaves in the city have dared to diſpute 
my will; but no longer will I diſpute my own 
intention! Know, O wretch, I now reſign up 
my ſoul to wrath, and from my boſom I 


hurl compaſſion, never more to be diſturbed 


with her fooliſh whiſperings. Here I doom 
fifty of the principle officers in the army, and 
nobles of the ſtate, to death, by the bow], the 
bowſtring, and the dagger. To-morrow is the 
day I will rejoice in their deſtruction; but a 
prelude to which I will to night enjoy thee, 
though thunder ſhook my bed! or lightening 
barred my paſſage! 

Finding there were no meaſures to be kept 
with the cruel tyrant, I cried, full of ſpirit, 
in hope I ſhould dare him to ſtab me with his 
dagger; monſter, I dety thy utmoſt rage; nor 
will J ever yield to thy deteſted embraces. 
L fear I would pierce my heart, devoted to 
my dear youth, ſooner than i would ſuffer 
thy hated love. The heavenly powers, guar- 


dians of virtuous affection, who never foriake . 


1nnocence in diſtreſs; was you to hurry me in 
deſerts, and leave me among wild beaſts, fa- 


vage as thyſelf, they would be my protectors. 
Was 
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Was you to force me to the moſt ſultry cli- 


mate; or drag me to the coldeſt regions, on 


hills of eternal froſt, ſweet Love in the parch- 


ing ſands, would find me refreſhing fountains 
to quench my thirſt; and amidſt bitter winds 
and ſnow, would wrap me with a warm co- 
vering. INay, waſt thou to kill me, Love 


would in time conduct me to happy regions, 


far above thy power, and reſtore to my arms 
my much loved lord, and nobly reward this 
elegance of conſtancy. Strike then, O king, 


this boſom, which though deteſting thy foul. 


embrace, yet courts thy more friendly poni- 


ard! I ſtopped, and tears burſt from my 


The dire Mahometan frowned deſperate an- 
ger, ſaying, O perverle Italian, proud and un- 


grateful, there is no conſideration on earth, of 


ſufficient conſequence to rob me of my plea- 
ſures; and if I cannot force my rebellious 
ſubjects to obedience, I will make my houl- 
hold ſlaves know and perform their duty; 
therefore immediately undreſs, and repoſe 
gratefully in the royal bed, or expect 
Ah, my lord, kneeling lowly, I ſaid, ſtream- 


ing the tear of connubaal diſtreſs---do not talk 
of force, but kill me! let me die! I am un- 
fit for thy arms, which I cannot but abhor. 


He frowned, and ſeized my. arm. He rung 
his bell. His guard of black eunuchs ap- 
peared horrible! Undreſs the Sultana, he 
{aid, in a fiery tone. J ſcreamed in agonies! 

and 
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and cried, O my God, ſave. me from pollu- 
tion; in thee I truſt, 0 ſave me! But while 
they. were going to perform the direful com- 
mand, and I was pouring out my ſoul hea- 
ven- ard for aſliſtance, under their demonic 
paws, as all human help appeared- vain; a 
moſt clamorous outcry was heard, echoing 
through the vaulted palace, which ſhook 
again, as if its maſſy gates were burſting 
alunder. 

The grand Scignior ſtarted. The aga of 
the eunuchs came running with 8 
in his looks, and faid, fly, fly, my lord, the 
whole body of the Janiſlarics have mutined, 
and breaking open the gates in ſpite of all our 
reſiſtance, they are coming to take your ma- 
jeſty priſoner, and wreak their curſed ven- 
geance on thy royal head. He turned pale, 
trembled; and the lord of half the world 

bound himſelf but a worm! Where ſhall I 
fly? he ſaid. He attempted, to go, but his 
fate hung heavy on his ſoul; and a party 
flying round the palace, beheld, through a 
long gallery, the royal prey. He turned into 
the chamber, ſhut the door, and crept meanly 
under the bed. The foe ſoon burſt in, and 
. dragged him from concealment, pale, tremb- 
| lng, and ſpeechleſs! | 

Then the emperor, recolleQing himſelf, 
began to aſſume an air of imperial authority. 
Bu: the officers cried, now tyrant, thou ſhait 


be Duniſhed for thy crueltics, and tumbled 
fr OM 
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From a throne thou art unworthy to fill: fo 
ſaying, they ruſhed on him, and remorſelefs 
beat him down with the flat of their cimeters. 
Then I beheld the monarch of half the world, 
once adored as a god, now reduced to -utter- 
moſt diſtreſs. That royal heay, encircled with 
ftarry diamonds, and whoſe facial nod whole 
nations obeyed, I ſaw - buffeted beneath « 
coarſe turbant ; while fetters jangled from his 
hands and legs, as they led him to a dungeon. 
What a fall! 5 . 
Then they {ought the royal heir in priſon, to 
crown him with a noble qiadem; and having 
found, they proclaimed him throughout Coti- 
ſtantinople; and calling a full Divan, intro- 
duced him to the great baſhaws and agas; 
where conducted to the Ottoman throne, they 
acknowledged him for their ſovereign, with the 
utmoſt teſtimonies of fidelity, and dem onſtta- 
tions of j 

Thus by a revolution the moſt extraordk. 
nary, which ſeemed conducted by the hand 
of Providence, I eſcaped one of the greateſt 
evils; and now I contrived - in my mind, how 
I ſhould be releaſed from my royal priſon; el- 
cape the tyrants, and meet again my adored 
huſband; whoſe dear idea {tilt dwelt freſh on 
my heart. The bright rays of Hope again 
began to dawn over the black night of Deſ⸗- 
Pair, expelling its darkeſt ſhades; white Joy 
and Pleaſure danced in my bofom: and now 
"IN Regan to put my ſcheme 1 in exccution. 
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The moment I found the young Sultan war 
at leiſure, I diſpatched one of my ſlaves 
the grand Vizier, requiring him to e 2 
petition to his majeſty; which fearing to dif- 
obey, he preſented the packet to the grand 


Seignior, as he was then at the Divan. Har- 


ing peruſed my requeſt, which was an hum- 
ble deſire to be admitted to his royal preſence, 
and after deliberating a moment with himſelf, 
he ſaid, let her have the audience required. 
Accordingly the proper officers came, and in- 
troduced me to the royal preſence. The 
young emperor was ſeated on a lofty throne, 
at the upper part of the Divan. Around his 
footſteps were his chief miniſters, lords, and 


officers of the houſhold and army. His robes 


neither gaudy nor delicate, were in the milt- 


tary taſte. His perſon noble and manly ; had 


an air of terrific majeſty, which rather excited 


awe, than inſpired love and veneration; yet 


the ſmile of good ſenſe, which dwelt on his 
lips, ſoftened the pride of his piercing eye. 
Conducted towards his throne, I fell at his 
feet, paying awful adoration! He command- 
ed me to riſe, and declare my requeit. Struck 


with the grand Senate, I obeyed but with an 


air of confuſion, and began, with the broken 
accents of heſitation, as I unveiled myſelt; 


indeed glad to find that he ſeemed ſurpriſed 


at my want, rather than at my poſſeſſion o 


beauty; for his taſte led him to admire tile 


tall ſpirited auburn beauty. But as I pro- 
ceeded, 
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ceeded, I found the melody of my ſoft voice, 
and the inſinuation of my manner, cleared the 
diſguſt he conceived at my firſt appearance; 
and thus I ſpoke, while all the bearded nobi- 
lity attended with the moſt profound ſilence. 
Oh molt glorious king of kings, the ſlave 
who now bends lowly at thy feet, was torn 
from the arms of a worthy huſhand, by the 
common enemy of mankind ; and forced into 
that palace, which the beauties of the world 
calling a paradiſe, was to me a priſon, be- 
cauſe duty and inclination had riveted my 
affection upon another object. Reſtore me 
then, Oh mighty prince, and give joy to that 
family, which mourns my abſence in the vale 
of miſery; and be more juſt than thy cruel 
predeceſſor, who detained me by tyrannic 
force; while you imitate the great governor 
of the univerſe, whoſe beſt praiſe reſults from 
his goodneſs, which delights to confer on all 
its creatures the benefits of benevolence, and 
ſhower down unbounded bleſſings. | | 


A grand theatric Surpriſal. 
Fidelity rewarded _ 


Juſt as I had concluded my ſpeech, an of- 
ficer of the houſhold came to acquaint the 
prince, a priſoner was taken by the Fariffaries, 
who deſired to bring him before the Divan ; 
. which requeſt the grand. Seignior granted, 
and a perſon in chains, by the eunuchs, was 

Vor. II. Mi brought 
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brought into the royal _ ' Before him 
came the aga of the Janiſſaries, and they pro- 
ſtrated themſelves before the throne. I he 
king then demanded to know, what crime they 


laid to the priſoner's charge? To which the 


aga rephed, O mighty lord of all the world, 
thy ſlaves accuſe him of being a ſpy. Since, 
glorious prince, thy acceſſion, he has been 
trequently obſerved examining the walls of the 
Seraglio. He has enquired, and that often, 


though repulſed with anger, about the ſecrets 
of the houſhold; and now grown audacious, 
he put forth queſtions relative to the ſacred 


concealment of the Seraglio ladies; which 


licentious curiofity, muſt be the effect of bad 


deſigns, either againſt the ſacred Sultanas, or 
thy more ſacred life. 

While this accuſation was forming, I caſt 
my eyes through my veil (which I had thrown 
over my face) on the priſoner, who habited as 
an Aſiatic merchant, bent his eyes on the 
earth, and ſeemed utterly dejected, as if he 
diſregarded the doom which threatened his 
_ deſtruction; A heavy load of ſorrow appear- 
ed to depreſs his inmoſt ſoul; and the hand of 


Misfortune had given his care-worn cheeks a 


deadly pale; febrific malady had ſaffronized 


his deeply-tinEtured ſkin; pinched in his fea- 


tures to a change of aſpect, and made him 
totter in his gait : yet his fair hair curled in 
artleſs waves beneath his turban, while a thin 
beard depended from his chin, and ſmall 

whaſkers 
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whiſkers ſhaded his upper lip. When I turn- 
ed my head to behold his figure, he gently 
lifted up his fine eyes, not diveſted of their 
native brilliancy, which pierced my very heart; 
and I trembled, recollective of a ſimilitude to 
the dear ideas, which there ſo long had been 


| lodged, and which nothing could efface. I 


ſtood ſhuddering on the brink of uncertainty. 
My heart fluttered in my boſom! Unuſual 
tremors ſhook my nerves! My very ſoul took 


the ſoft alarm, and collecting itſelf at my 


eyes, ſeemed deſirous of burſting its gates; 


of flying to the wretched priſoner, and more 


ſtrictly to examine whether it ever was bound 
to himthe bands of friendſhip! My boſom's 


lord took part ſo much in his diſtreſs, that 


judgment itſelf was induced to believe, ſenſa- 
tion could not ſo forcibly ariſe from com- 


mon compaſſion, yet unable to form tolerable 


concluſions, I remained in doubtful ſuſpence, 
In this ſtate of painfully-pleaſing anxiety, 


the emperor ſaid to the priſoner, what de- 


fence doſt thou make? Bowing low, yet 
noble in diftreſs, he eloquently moved his 
right hand, while his chains rattled at his feet; 
and thus he replied, with honeſt intrepidity 
That I made theſe inquiries, Oh auguſt prince, 
acknowledge, but deny the inference. I 
look upon kings as the repreſentatives of 
neaven, and as ſuch I hold their lives ſacred. 
And as to the ladies of thy harum, I would 
ave them all for the poſſeſſion of a loſt wife, 

LEES, | who 
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who indeed is here detained; and on her ac- 
count alone, I pur forth theſe innocent, though 
ſuſpected interrogations. I am a rerchant. 
The Alg robbed me of a dear wiſe and 
chud, whoſe fate I ſhall ever lament; and my 


name is Immeritus. — 
If the well known voice thrilled rapturous 


through my raviined ears, as he told the tale 


of our diſtreſs, to what exceſs of wild paſſion 
was my ſtarting ſoul wrought up, when to the 
full certainty of doubting ſuſpence, the aſto- 
niſhingly dehghtful ſounds broke thundering 


on my convicted ſoul, as he named himſelf 
Immeritus! . My knees ſmote together: my 


Joints were all looſened: all my nerves were 
relaxed; and though dying to fpeak, I was 
ſpcechleſs: language quivered uncloathed on 


my lips, and my very hands ſeemed to aim at 
voice, till words found a paſſage; and I cried 
aloud, forgetful of the royal preſence, in an 
'agony of outragious ecſtacy, throwing off my 


veil: Tis he! my lord! my huſband! Oh 
my Immeritus, I am thy wife, thy Liliretta; 


and 1 flew into his opening arms, in all the 


ſweet luxury of connubial fondneſs; more 
happy wich® his chains clanging round my 


"panting boſom, than a queen loaded with 


ſtrings of jewels, and meeting her returning 
emperor triumphant. Bur nature wrought up 


to the higheſt pitch of rapture, and the delicate 


nerves too forcibly ſtrained, gave way, unable 
to ſupport the intolerable joy and ſurprize; 


yet 


- 
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yet for ſome time ſhe ſupported us, locked in 
each others arms, with ſpeechleſs bliſs, till 
over burthened with the wonderous pleaſure, 
ſhe failed, and we both loſt ſenſation, falling 
together, fainting on the ſilken carpet ! | 
In ſitutations not more ſurpriſing, how 
many ſinking beneath unſupportable tranſ- 
orts, have loſt exiſtence ; nor more returned 
to life! Happy for me, whoſe nerves were of 
a texture the moſt delicate, that the force of 
my rapture found vent at my eyes, without 
excrting all its energy on the labouring heart: 
for reviving to life as the officers lifted me up 
from the carpet, I burſt into a flood of tears, 
which immediately relieved my fluttering 
heart; and the tumults in my boſom began 
to ſubſide. All the beglerbegs were aſtoniſh- 
ed at the ſcene. The young prince himſelf, 
who always was molt delighted as his paſſions 
were moſt affected, ſtarted from his throne, 
and ſtood lifting up his hands in attitudes of 
| pleaſing wonder! My Immeritus, whoſe 
frame was of a make little more robuſt than 
mine, ſooner recovered, and ſpringing for- 
ward to my aſſiſtance, realized into cool cer- 
tainty, what before was but tho flaſh of ſur- 
miſe; and recognized me for the very wife, 
which ſo long he had been in ſearch after; 
ſtill directed by the uncertain finger of Hope, 
in all his peregrinations. 
When he found me reviving on his boſom, 
the tide of joy grew high, but not turbulent, 
3 gre and 
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and the ſweet melody of his well known ac- 
cents, lulled my agitated ſoul to a calm ſere- 
nity. The grand Seignior required Immeritus 
to declare the particulars of his fate, which he 
did, with clear but ſuccinct eloquence; and 
then taking me by the hand, we both knelt at 
the foot of his throne, and my dear huſband 
thus concluded : Now, O prince, equally ge- 
nerous as potent, after being toſt in a tempeſ- 
tive ſea, and eſcaping ſafe on ſhore, it remains 
for thy hoſpitable clemency, to fix my abode 
in the manſions of Happineſs. Oh thou, who 
art as 1t were a god on earth, reſtore us to 
ourſelves, that when we commemorate our 
freedom, we may gratefully fay, to thee, and 
to heaven, we owe our felicity. 

The young emperor, greatly moved in our 
favour, by the ſtriking incident, faid, ſmiling 
gracious ; Forbid 1t, great Mahomet, that I 
ould deal unjuſtly to the unfortunate ; and 
thus I begin my reign by an act of gencroſi- 
ty to theſe ſtrangers, that my ſubjects may 
judge, with what a favourable aſpect I ſhall 
reign over my own people. So ſaying, he 
commanded us to be reſtored immediately to 
our liberty. And as I had been elected Sul- 
tana, though the act was not ſolemnized, he 
ordered me out of his treaſury, not only pre- 
ſents of great value, but a capital ſum of 
gold ſufficient, with what my huſband had 
gained by merchandize, to obtain us, in our 
own country, an elegant independency. Pro- 
ſtrating 
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ſtrating ourſelves at his feet, we thanked his 
majeſty, with the lively zeal of ſincere grati- 
tude. The Divan remurmured applauſe, and 
at length their praiſe became audible in the 
accents, Behold a ſecond Solomon! The king's 
heart itſelf, from an action ſo generous, felt 
a finer pleaſure than ever it before had expe- 
rienced; and the more he obliged us, the more 
he regarded us with complacency. He or- 
dered apartments in the city for our recepti- 
on; and when he diſmiſt us loa the Seraglio, 
he loaded us with the noble gifts of princely 
munificence. 

Thus extricated by peculiar good fortune, 
from ſituations the moſt painful, and repug- 
nant to our nature, we arrived near the fſub- 
mit of our wiſhes; but the ardour of our 
tranſports was allayed, by frequent reflections 
on the loſs of our only fon, whom there wes 
no hope of retrieving, as an excurſion among 
the Arabs, to whom he fled, was 10 dangerous, | 
and all intelligence ſo precarious, 80 very 
eldom is the cup of pleaſure delivered to the 
hands of mortals, without being daſhed wich 
anxicty. When we came to the apartments 
allotted to repoſe ; when all the rettraints of 
ceremony were done away, and *we were left 
to the free motion of our will, we thought 
ourſelves the happieſt of the humen race; and 
that there was no joy on earth, beyond the 
bliſs we poſſeſt. How often, horn I fat on. 
the knee of my beloved Immeritus, have I re- 
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lated the dangers, the fears, the hopes, ahd 
ſufferings I went through; while he would 


intetrrupt me with fond kiſſes; till loſt in the 


contemplation of my perſon, and the recepti- 


on of his own happineſs, he would forget, or 


not underſtand the accents that pleaſed him f 


much, and demand a narration again, from 
thoſe eager lips, his fondneſs for ever inter- 


rupted! Then a {ſweet conteſt would ariſe, 
whoſe turn it was next to charm the liſtenin 

ear of intereſted inquiry ; reciprocally delight- 
ing to hear, and relate; the various hair- 
breadth eſcapes of perilous adventure, ſnatch- 
ed by the unſeen hand of Providence, from 
the wide yawn of Deſtruction, and led to ſeats 


of ſweet ſecurity. Thus when the mariner 


has avoided a dangerous ſhipwreck; fafe and 
happy on ſhore with delight, he recounts the 
rage of winds; the burſt of thunder; the flaſh 
of lightning; ; the high mounting billow, with 


direful rocks, and quick-ſands, which threat- 


ened his ruin; becauſe ſecurity from evils; in 
remembrance once dreaded, gives a rehſh to 
the enjoyment of pleaſure in poſſeſſion. 
Immeritus informed me, that after he found 
it probable I was Weed in the Seraglio, 
and his ſon was among the Arabians of 
mount Carmel; and that there remained but 
little hope of meeting either, he followed his 
traffic at Turky, reſolving to remain ſingle; 


and from time to time he made inquiries 


our me of the Seraglio gardeners, which 
| being 
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being of a dangerous nature among the jea- 
lous Afiatics, at laft proving more ſtrenuous 
in his queſtions concerning me, after the revo- 
| lution, he was taken priſoner; which appear- 


ing to carry ruin, brought us together in the 


© boſom of Felicity. 


Now we concerted a ſcheme to fix our hap- 


pineſs on the ſolid baſis of independency, 
which ſhould ſtand the ſtorms of outragious 
Fortune; and accordingly we reſolved to quit 
the Turkiſh empire, and fettle again in our 
native country; for which purpoſe we uſed 
every effectual precaution. Before we could 
fix our departure, my provident huſband was 
obliged to make a journey to Acre, the ancient 
Ptolemais, ſituated between Tyre and Ceſarea; 
as ſeveral merchants, who reſided at Acre, 


were indebted to him in large ſums of money. 


Unable to bear a ſeparation from the perſon 
in whom all my joys centred, I deſired to be 
a partner in the journey; to which requeſt 
his affectionate fear complied with ſome ru- 
luctance. After an agreeable voyage, we ſafely 
arrived at Acre, and were received both by 


the Turkiſh and Frank merchants, with 


marks of great regard; for my huſband, in 
his mercantile character, was as reſpectable 
for his integrity, as he was beloved by all peo- 
Ple for his affability. | 
We principally affociated with the Franks, 
as their manners and ſentiments were to our 
own more correſpondent; not but the Turkiſh 
Vor. II. 1 . 
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merchants were often very agreeable compy- 


tions, having in their travels worn off that ruſt 
which is contracted by the proud ignorant 
Muſſulman at home, who affect to deſpiſe the 
reſt of mankind as dogs and barbarians, when 
few civilized people on the globe are ſo real- 
ly barbarous; for ſcarce one amongſt them 
knows, or has a taſte for, the true poliſh of 


elegant refinement. Being a woman, I had 


frequent opportunity given me to viſit ladies 
of the firſt quality, as my ſtory, which fame 
ſoon propagated, raiſed their curioſity. But 
viſits of ceremony, to ſuch confined priſoners, 
though myſelf was once an illuſtrious ſlave in 


a palace, were irkſome formality; for even the 


company of politeſt ladies, if no men are ad- 
mitted, are to themſelves taſteleſs and inſipid. 
Void of friendſhip, and deſtitute of real love, 
their ideas are extremely contracted, for being 
of all nations, and ſome from the meaneſt 


families, bought for the ſake of perſonal 


charms; many of them are of a nature ex- 
tremely ferocious, and require Turks to break 
their ſtubborn ſouls; whom in ſpite of their 
eunuchs, they ſometimes cuckold : therefore 
they can have no delicacy, nor poſſeſs elevati- 
on of ſoul. But ſubjected to a tyrant's will, 
they are ſwayed by narrow principles, and 
ruled by meaner paſſions. Such as theſe could 
give me little ſatisfaction! 


A critical 
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A critical Remembrance, and happy Meeting. 


The Europian merchants - being more to 


my humour, often in their company with my 
. deareſt partner, without whom no pleaſure 


was pleaſant, I made little parties of walking, 
after the intollerable heat of the day, to take 


the freſh breezy air, flowing cooly pleaſant 


from the ſea, in the pleaſing ſerene of even- 


tide, The Turks, wrapt up in the ſtupefacti- 


on of indolence and opium, have no notion 
of exerciſe; and think it folly to take the 


trouble of walking, only to ſtare about, and 
gratify a profitleſs curioſity. So hoggifn their 
RIBS 3 8 

My faithful Immeritus, knowing I loved to 
take the freſh air, rather than always be con- 
fined like the Mahometan women, made a 
party one evening with the European mer- 
chants, becauſe it was dangerous to go out 
alone; as the Arabs, who are profeſt robbers of 


all nations, often laid perdue in the ruins of 
Acre, or concealed among the driven ſands of 
the ſhore, frequently ſurpriſed the incautious 
Franks, ſtript them of their cloaths, and ſent 


them back naked, never hurting their perſons 
unleſs reſifted. Nothing could be a more 
delightful ſcene, than that which the evenin 

we choſe for walking preiented to the charm- 


ed eye. The ruffled boſom of the curling 


wave, now ſubfided into a peaceful calm, and 


the ſea's vaſt ample ſurface ſpreading bound- 


= 


8 2 | leſs 
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leſs from the ſhelly-ſhore, became a broad 
_ poliſhed mirror, tinged with rich crimſon, and 
reflecting the capacious Sun, as glorious” in 
eaſtern magnificence he deſcended ſolemn 
amidſt his pavilion- curtain richly ſkirted, 
glowing purple and burniſhed gold; by whoſe 
luſtre far diſtant clouds became gayly lumi- 
nous. The cool breezes lightly dipping their 
airy wing, dimpled the watry poliſh ; the lad- 
ed barks opened their bulging boſoms, to 
wanton in the buxom gale, and ſcud before 
the wind, while more impatient galleys thun- 
dered along with daſhing oars. 

As thus we remarked the beauties. of a 
ſetting ſun, in its Aſian glory, roaming thought- 
leſs of danger too far, a party of Arabs, ruſh- 
ing from concealment, rode towards us full 
gallop, light armed with lances. Our compa- 
ny at a little diſtance, beholding our danger, 
inſtead of flying, which the plunderers expec- 
ted, made valiently towards us; and having a 
gun ready charged, an En gliſhman of courage 
fired among the Arabs, . ſhot the horſe of 
a daring youth, that was more venturous than 
the reſt; who believing my dear merchant 
was a hated Turk by his dreſs, had beat off 
his turbant with a lance, while his ferocious 
frown denounced death, from . a broad uplitt- 
ed ſabre. As the violent ſtripling was tumb- 
ling headlong on the ſand, almoſt at my feet, 
my ; ſpirited huſband, now angered by the dan- 


ger into which the young Arab put his lite, 
drew. 
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drew his keen cimeter, which flaſhed terrible 


in the ſun, while he lifted up the fatal inſtru- 
ment of death. But as he roſe to the blow, 
my heart trembling in an agony of ſurpriſe 


and terror, at a divine ſignature: my aſtoniſn- 
ed eyes beheld on the youth's neck, which 


was bare, as is the Turkiſh cuſtom; I ſhrieked 
aloud : Oh my lord----Stop thy raſh hand- 
Save, Oh fave his life---I think him my child, 
my ſon; and unable to ſpeak more I fell faint- 
ing, on the panting boſom of the amazed 
youth, oppreſt at once. with the joyous hope 
of finding a darling, but long loſt infant; and 
the horrors of beholding his father, in act 


| with, his ſharp ſword, ſtanding over his pro- 


ſtrate child, to murder a dear fon, in the mo- 
ment of diſcovery e 


My huſband's firſt care was to bring me 10 
myſelf. I ſoon revived on the application of 


ſome water. He then deſired me to explain 
the reaſon, why I thought the Arab youth 
was our ſon, as time, his ſtature, and habit, 
had ſo altered the air of his features, that he 
bore very little reſemblance to his dear Felix 


in childhood. Ah, my loved lord, I ſaid, 


opening the leaves of the book of memory, 


I now 
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I now behold, in legible characters, formerly 
impreſt by affection, my ſon's vifage; and 
though extended by the hand of time, his 
features are greatly altered, yet I trace 
through all his linements, a correſponding re- 
ſemblance to the pictured idea of his perſon, 
which nature traced on my ſoul. But ſtill to 
be certain, he ſaid to the youth, I beg you 
will tell us your hiſtory, if you can ſpeak 
the----Then the young Arab abruptly ſtop- 
ped him, and faid, in Italian: If you are 
a Turk, you cannot be my father !----In the 
fame language I anſwered, we are Italians.--- 
Ha! faid eagerly the trembling Arab, is 
your name Liliretta? and yours Immeritus? 
mine is Felix! Yes, by all the powers 
above, thou art my long loſt child, now mi- 
raculouſly reſtored to my arms! the father 
ſaid; and running to embrace him, the 
youth fell at his knees, crying: Oh! for 
ever . praiſed be the gracious powers, that 
give me to know, and be acknowledged by 
my deareſt parents, from whoſe kind arms I 
was torn by cruel deſtiny? Oh, how ſhall 
I ſupport this conſummate delight! His 
father ſtood over him ſpeechleſs wetting his 
cheek with the dew of love ind" lifting 
him to our combined arms, we all mingled 
our tears as. we ſtood folded together, thus 
melted to ſweet tenderneſs, by the fineſt 


feelings, and the moſt exquiſite or 
0 
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To a joy like this, what are triumphs and 
coronations. 3 ; 

When the ardours of affection ſubſided, my 
Felix, ſtruck with the grandeur of a diſco- 
very, that at once ſaved his life, and brought 
him to know, and be received by his dear- 
eſt relations, he cried, lifting up his hands: 

Myſterious are thy ways, O Providence! 

But perfect wiſdom goes before thee in all 
thy paths, while on thy left hand, juſtice 
attends thee, and on thy right for ever ap- 
pears divine Gaodneſs! Grateful then for 
_ dangers ag, and benefits received, I 
praiſe thee, Oh celeſtial parent of mankind! 

Beſeeching thee ſtill to be my gracious pro- 
tector. He ended low bowing. Night com- 
ing on apace, we took home our new-found 
ſon. We made a pleaſing ſupper of dried 
fruits, and rich wine, which ſoon recruited 
the exhauſted ſpirits; and at our deſire Felix 
thus related his adventures, and the paſſages 
of our ſeparation. 


Memoirs of FELIX and ROSETTA, 
Two Turky Slaves. 


After we were parted from the ſhip, Fe- 
lix ſaid, when we landed at Algiers, you re- 
member a merchant made a purchaſe of my- 
ſelf and mother; and when we came to tlie 
port, he diſpoſed of me before her face to a 
haughty beglerberg. Young as I was, I ex- 

„ BO perienced 
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perienced all the horrors of ſeparation! I re. 
fuſed to part from my diſtracted mother. 
cried; I ſtamped; I ſtruggled; entreated, but 
was carried off by two black ſlaves, and 
brought to a noble palace. In time my ſor- 
Tow wore away inſenſibly; and as I became 
tractable, I found the favours of encourage. 
ment, and the ſmiles of regard; for my lord 


took a fancy to his Italian purchaſe, and or- Mi 


dered the old flaves to give me the kindeſt 
uſuage. I was ſome time learning the lan- 
guage; but being quick of apprehenfion, and 
having a good memory, I ſoon became a pro- 
ficient in the various accompliſhments he com- 
manded me to be taught. By the obliging 
carriage of affability, J ſoon attained the good 
graces of my lord, becauſe in my endeavours 
to oblige, I was the moſt handy ſlave about 
his perſon; and thus I became a ſort of fa- 
vourite; for he always choſe to have me near 
his preſence; till at laſt, he thought me neceſ- 
ſary to his happineſs. By civil humility, 1 
gained the good- will of the ſuperior eunuchs, 
who ſeldom treated me roughly, eſpecially as 
I had my lord's ear; and I conciliated the love 
of inferiors by gentle condeſcenſion, for I was 
not much elated with ſucceſs: but in ſecret 1 
bemoaned the loſs of dear liberty. 

Thus I led an eaſy life, if the life of a 
flave 1 9 can be eaſy; while 
my foul put forth ardent longings after 4 
happy eſcape, and I breathed unaccompliſn- 
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ing deſires to behold again my beloved pa- 


rents! At length a criſis offered itſelf. The 
chief cunuch of the harum, who ſuperintend- 
ed the ladies that waited my lord's pleaſure, 
was declining. My lord, whoſe name was 


Amurah, thought 1n time 1 ſhould be a pro- 


per perſon to fill up his poſt; and at length 
r. ſolved that I thoulu undergo, for that pur- 
poſe, the horrors of emaiculation. One even- 
ing, while I waited upun him, a always dreſt 
in "Rk: ſilks, he ordered the reit of the ſlaves 
to retire. Aadreſſing himſelf to me, he de- 


clared, that perceiving I was endowed with a 


capacity, and poſſeſt of a manner above the 
common run of ſlaves, he reſol ed to beſtow 
upon me the higheſt marks of favour, and 
ſet me over his houſhold, when I arrived at 
years of diſcretion. But in the mean time he 
ordered me to fit myſelf to bear the great 
truſt with propriety, and prepare directly for 
the initiating operation! h 

This laſt circumſtance being what I had | 
long dreaded, I was in. ſome meaſure prepar- 


ed to receive with temper the cruel injunction; 
and bowing with an air of ſeeming thankful- 


neſs, I gave him an anſwer that ffattered his 
demand. My lord, I faid, ſtill to ſhew teſti- 
monies of humble obedience, I requeſt ſome 
time to qualify myſelf for an operation that 


threatens danger to my life; which indeed I 


confeſs is always at your diſpoſal. Satisfied at 


my dutiful ee he bid me take my 
Vol. II. S own 
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own time, and gave me a valuable diamond 
ring, to manifeſt his confidence and regard. 

I proſtrated myſelf at his feet, kiſt the ſplendid 
gift, and praiſed the bounty of my lord to his 
unworthy flave. But this was all artifice, and 
neceſſary diſguiſe; for had I been the leaſt re- 
fractory, I ſhould have ſuffered all the viola- 
tion of arbitrary force, without the hope of 
redemption ; which often conceiving, I now 
began to exert, . in numberleſs ſchemes, to 
make my eſcape from a prifon I began to 
abhor, though death ſurely waited detection. 
Let it, I faid to myſelf, let it come, if fortune 
withſtands me, for it is better to thoſe who + 
have taſted freedom to die, than drag on life 
in ſlavery ! 

When I came to my own apartments, co- 
vered with chagrine, and loaded with care, to 
relieve my oppreſt heart, I burſt into tears; I 
cried, what right has this great lord to abridge 
me of ſacred liberty ? and how dared a fellow 
creature to uſurp authority over my perſon, 
and doom me to miſery? No, I will not un- 
dergo the greateſt of all diſgraces to human 
nature! I will regain my natural happineſs, or 
in the attempt I will periſh! Big with my 
fate, and fixed in my reſolves, I went to mule 
alone in the garden, to feaſt on thought, and 
exert the powers of contrivance to facilitate 
eſcape. The moon ſhone ſolemn through the 
trees, ſpreading her filver rays broad on the 
palace, which I paſt with filent wy - 

1 hear 
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heard a window open. I caſt my eyes up- 
wards, and a beautiful young creature ſtruck 
my aſtoniſhed ſight! I thought her ſome an- 
gelic being! I ſtood gazing enraptured, and 
though a boy too young for the flames of ſoft 
defire, I found my heart confeſs for the fair 
object a brother's love! In the mean time ſhe 
threw me a letter, and vaniſhed, I catched 
up the precious paper, agitated with the feel- 
ings of anxious pleaſure; and while I fear- 
ed a diſcovery, I hoped ſucceſs; then flew to 
my apartment unremarked, and thus read : 
] find you are an Italian, as I am: tell me, 
% at my window. to-morrow night, if you 
ce pine after freedom. Adieu. Roſetta.” It 
was then I firſt thought time loitered, and the 
moments pait lingering away! I took m 
ſtand at night: my angel appeared: I bowed 
to the earth. Oh youth, ſhe ſaid, I put my 
life in your hands; may I depend on your 
fidelity? I anſwered, I would die to render 
you happy. I myſelf intend to eſcape, will 
you accompany me? Yes, without heſitation, 
ſhe anſwered, and die rather than live in this 
hated priſon. Soon as poſſible, I faid, I will 
bring my plan in writing; farewell. I flew 
away to the dark ſhades, for fear of prying 
eyes, and jealous ears; and ſoon perceived a 
eunuch, who ſeemed to look obſervant; but - 
finding nothing amiſs, retired with an air of 
ſatisfaction, 
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No time was to be loſt, as I had appointed 
a fortnight for the fatal deed, and ſeveral 


days were expired. I could not truſt a foul 
with my ſecret, but Roſetta. I caſt about, and 
_ xevolved a thouland ſchemes, Wich became 
abortive ſoon as conceived. I ruminated how 


to eſcape the vigilance of the eunuchs; to ſur- 
mount the high walls, and overcome a thou- 
ſand obtruding obſtacles. I was indeed happy 
in this, that fly Suip:con had not marked me, 


and every uſual freedom was granted my . 
ſire. But when we were out of the priſon, 


I thought how could we then alude purſuit, 
or were find fate reception! In thorr, I ſaid, I 
will leave the ſucceſs to Providence, and fail- 
ing die; which is better than to live in mag- 
nificent miſery: and thus I began to execute 
my ſcheme. . 

My lord being high admiral of the whole 


' Turkiſh fleet, a vaſt quantity of naval ſtores 
were lodged in warehouſes ſet apart in his 


palace, whoſe gardens were waſhed by the 


fea To gratify my curioſity, I was frequent- 


ly admitted to behold the magazine. From 
thence I eaſily procured a ſufficient quantity 


of cordage, and I fat heartily at work night 


and day to complete a rope-ladder. It is 
needleſs to tell you how long I was, before I 
could make one with its proper appendages, 
to anſwer tolerably the purpoſe; but at length 
I made one which ſatisfied expectation. Then 
I wrote Roſetta my plan, and marked out 


our 


* ä — * x = : Id 
. "FP, o 1 * 


Tur BON ZE. 141 
our proceedings. came to her window at 
ſilent midnight, juſt as tu picion cloſed its 
wakeful eye. Bright was the friendly moon. 
The ſignal made, Roſetta appeared. I gave 
her an old habit that once be -tonged to a eu- 
nuch; being dreit in a mean garb myſelt; and 
I re{t up a light rope-laddet, which ſerved for 
a ſpecimen. "She nxed it jafe at her window, 
and trembling ready to full, at laſt with dif- 
fcuity ſhe put her toot on the firſt ſtep, as it 
were, nich bending to her tread, almoſt 
threw ier down; but ſhe clung faſt, At 
length 1 received her to my panung boſom, 
and we embraced each other as 1t were un- 
knowingly, ſo taught by joy and conſcious 
nature 0 

Then like bounding deer we ran towards 
the high wall, which ſurrounded the garden 
where a fine proſpect of the ſea preſented 
itſelf. 1 ſtrove, with repeated attempts, to 
fix the hooks of my rope-ladder ſecurely on 
the top of the wall. At laſt I ſucceeded, and 
mounting a little way to try its firmneſs, my 

weight looſened the extremity, which came 

tumbling with me upon the ground; but hap- 
pily I received no great damage. Roſetta 
was terrified at my fall, till I told her it was 
of no conſequence, any otherways than it 
prognoſticated that the plan was impractica- 
ble. For ſome moments we ſtood ſtaring at 
one another, as if we were thunderftruck |! 
But recollecting myſelf, I cried, fear not Ro- 
- letta; 
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ſetta, we are not left deſtitute of reſources; 
the old encloſure is rebuilding by the maſons, 
who have left their ladders and ſcaffolds, 
which will afford an eaſy eſcape, if we could 
ſurpriſe the two ſlaves, who keep guard at the 
avenue. Let us try. I went, and ſhe followed, 
treading lightly, for fear of being over-heard; 
I led the way into a little cedar wood, through 
which we beheld, by the pale light of the 
moon, the two cums walking with their 
drawn ſabres! I ſtood for ſome time conſi- 
dering what was to be done; then ſaid to 
Roſetta, follow me, and with theſe ropes, 
giving her ſome cords, keep cloſe behind me, 
as I lightly tread the gloomy ſhades, and 
exerting reſolution, bind faſt the arms of him 
I ſeize; and fear nothing. No, ſhe ſaid, but 
trembled as if ſhe feared every thing! When 
the unſuſpecting ſentry came towards me, I 
ruſhed upon him ſuddenly; wrenched the 
{word out of his hand, and beat him down, 
ſtanding over him, while Roſetta tied faſt his 
arms and feet. The other, at ſome diſtance, 
beholding a ſcuffle, came lingeringly to bring 
aſſiſtance; but I ſprung towards him. 
flouriſhed my broad cimeter, which flamin, 
frighttully in the gloomy moon-l:ght, meltec 
his heart within him: and his fears making 
him believe an army was ruſhing through the 
wood, he took to his heels, running to alarm 
the other eunuchs in the palace. 


Then 
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Then we found out the ladders, which we 
ſpeedily mounted; croſt the ſcaffolds ; clam- 


. '  bered over the materials; ſpringing dangerous 


from- this Place to that till we gained the laft 
iadder ; and at length ſafely landed. No 
wretches ſtraddling upon .a plank of their 
foundered ihip, ani dreadfully tempeſt toſt, 
while the roarzig ſea with mouth deep yawn- 
ing, threat#i1s every moment to ſwallow them 
in its guify abyſs, can be more tranſported 
with joy, to find themſelves ſafely toſt on 
ſome lucky rock, than we were in that dear 

moment we found ourſelves ſecure on the free 
ſide of our hated captivity. We embraced 
each other out of mere gladneſs, and breathed 
grateful ejaculations to heaven; then flew 
towards the ſea, in hopes of finding ſome 
ſhip ready to fail. We inquired if any veſſel 
was bound to Italy; but could hear of none. 


At length I was told of a ſmall craft's being 


ready to ſail for Acre. We got on board by 
peep of morning, and a freſh gale ſpringing 
up as uſual, we flew away before the wind. 

But we trembled amidſt our joy, for fear of 
being overtaken by purſuit, for we beheld at a 
great diſtance, ſome gallies rowing hard towards 
us. However, we landed ſafe, and paid our 
paſſage with the gold we brought from my 
ord's palace; but knew not what to do, or 
where to go! To gain the Italian ſhore, ſeem- 
ed impracticable! to ſtay in Turky was ex- 
_ tremely dangerous. We thought, could we 
x but 
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but eſcape, we ſhould be happy, but were 
miſtaken; for now loſt in a wilderneſs of doubt, 
we knew not which path to enter, diſtracted 
in the choice of uncertainty. Sueh were, the 
ſtraits to which we were driven! N 
Seeing a Jew, venerable by his long 
beard, I ventured to--alk his advice. I told 
him, after due obgiſance, chat being uſed 
cruelly by a bad maſter, I eſcaped, and now 
requeſted he would put me in the road of 
ſafety. I bowed low, and preſented him with 
two gold rings, which I took out of Roſetta's 
cars. Freely accepting them, he ſaid; you 
will find among the Arabs a ſure alylum. 
Carry a few preſents to the Emir, and he will 
protect you. How ſhall we go? I faid. He re- 
plied, I will procure you a guide, and got us 
one ſpeedily. We took our leave, and ſet off 
for mount Carmel, where the prince was en- 
camped. But we had not gone ten miles in 
the deſert, before we were overtaken by our 
purſuers, on fleet Arabian horſes, who were 
inſtructed for that purpoſe by our perfidious 
Jew, not able to reſiſt a bribe: for the ſlaves 
finding we were bound to Acre, our enraged 
lord ſent two gallies to overtake and bring w us 
back to the high admiral's priſon. 
As they galloped towards us, I drew my 
ſabre, and told the pale Roſetta, I would die 
in her defence; ſhe only anſwering with the 
| Pathetic expreſſions of tears. Happy for us, 


a party of Arabian horſe, upon the watch for 
travel. 
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travellers, waiting to intercept our very pur- 
ſuers, behind ſome hills that lay near the road 
we took, ſuddenly ruſhed upon the Turks ; 


who ſaperior in numbers, couragiouſly oppol- | 


ed the aſſaulters, and with their ſpears wound- 
ed an Arab, who fell off his horſe; which 


knowing how to ride, I mounted, and gallop- 
ing furious among the Turks, with a full 


{troke of my fauchion, I thundered down 
on the chief ſlave a deadly wound; and the 
reſt ſtruck with a panic, ſurrendered on pro- 
miſe of life. The victors ſtripped the Turks, 
and ſent them away naked. Then telling the 
Arabs our buſineſs, they ſafely conducted us 
to their prince, who kindiy accepted our pre- 
ſents, gave us a very hoſpitable reception, and 


always has entertained us about his perſon, 


at his paſtoral camp, where we have lived a 
very happy life; for in making my dear Ro- 


tetra my bride, the fleeting hours paſt away 


with felicity. I ſeldom left her; but ſpurred 
on by ſome young Arabians to attack the 


Turks, whom I hated for their cruelty, I aſ- 


failed you to ſhew my proweſs, miſtaking you 


tor a Turk, which brought on this happy diſ- 
covery. And let me aſſure you, though we 
bear the opprobrious name of rebbers, yet no 


people are to thoſe who come among them, 
more honeſt, inoffenſive, and hoſpitable; which 


you ſhall witneſs, if you will come to the 
Emir's pavilion, and then I will preſent to 


you my bride. | 


0 Vol. II. 1 | TY 


146 ur B ON Zz E. 


To which I anſwered, I would much ra- 


ther have him fetch her, while we procure a 
ſhip, to carry us to our native country, un- 


willing to tempt again the rage of danger. 
Accordingly the next morning Felix left us, 
and arriving at the Arabian camp, he gained 
permiſſion to bring his bride away. In about 
a week, he preſented her before us, and ſhe 


met a reception agreeable to her wiſhes, and 
anſwered all the hopes formed by expectation. 
She acquainted us that ſhe was a Venetian, 


born'in a village not far from Venice; and af- 


ter her father was killed by a party of Turks, 
landing in the night, ſhe was carried priſoner 


to Conſtantinople, and fold to the ſame beg- 

lerbeg who purchaſed Felix, by whom ſhe io 
happily eſcaped. | 

Nau Fortune ſeemed to befriend us, tired 

of perſecuting a family which merited a better 


fate. We ſoon found a ſhip preparing to 
make an European voyage. We all went 


aboard enraptured. The wind ſprung up fair, 
and the ſhip weighing anchor, joyfully opened 
her canvals curtains, and ſpreading wide to the 
buxom gale, received the airy ardency, which 
ſoon wafted us from the deteſted Mahome- 


tans; and with very few obſtructions we hap- 


pily touched the Italian ſhore. Then we pro- 
ceeded to Naples; that noble city my dear 


Immeritus choſe, the better to diſpoſe of his 


rich merchandiſe; which with ourſelves: we 


ſafely landed, We lodged for ſome time at 
a mer- 
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a merchant's houſe, till my huſband could 
vend his goods; which at length turned out 
to good account, and he found himſelf enabled 
to live in the country on a genteel competence. 


and after we had tired ourſelves with the hur- 
riful divertiſements of a metropolis, we longed 
for a country retirement. Then bidding adieu 


to a life of anxiety, we ſet forward in the 
ſpring, and arrived at a ſilvan retreat; which 


Accordingly when all matters were ſettled, 


the taſte of my deareſt Immeritus had ſelected 


from a thouſand delightful ſituations. 


A Landſcape. Rural Solitude interrupted by Ar- 
rogance in Power. 1 

The friendly receſs which my kind partner 
choſe, was at the foot of that prodigious range 
of mountains, the Apennines, from whoſe 
ſnowy-mantled ſhoulders uſefully flow a thou- 
ſand ſtreams over the happy kingdom, un- 
locked by the powerful ſun; by which are 
made ſweet water -falls, daſhing caſcades, and 
roaring torrents tumbling headlong down the 


maſly rocks; whoſe cryſtalized cavities preſent 


to the curious eye innumerous grottos, and 


ſubterraneal chapels, dedicated to penſive ſo- 


litude, and thoughtful meditation. Here we 
fixt our feat, not far diſtant from the little 
city Motella; bleſt in our ſmall family, which 


required no other ſociety; for ſincere Love 


and Friendſhip, under the guardian auſpices 
of real Content, day by day, with a very 
5 | 11 little 
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little mixture of human anxiety, produced in 
our ſouls that divine harmony, which tuncs 
all the faculties to taſte pleaſure in perfec- 
tion, and rejoice in conſcious happineſs. An 
all our prayers carried no other requeſt, but 
continue, O gracious Providence, the felicity 
which was beſtowed upon us by thy bounty ; 
and all other deſires will be HG by 
enjoyment. 

Here we erected a villa, in the ftyle of 
neat ſimplicity, rejecting the finery of ſuper- 
fluous ornaments; but admitting all the ele- 
gance of commodious utility. Gur table not 
loaded, was hoſpitable to receive a friend, and 
to diſtribute its honeſt plenty to the neigh- 
bouring peaſant; without the guilt of waſte, 
or the folly of diſhed variety. A ſparkling 
glaſs of generous wine exhilarated the ſpirits; 
but jolly Bacchus was difmiſt, when he called 
for his boon companion Intemperance. Be- 
fore our nicely-thatched porch, was a grafly 
couch tufted with flowers, and clumped with 
ſhrubs, with a ſand walk for want of gravel. 
The eye required-no more, tor our ſite being 
an eminence down floping before us, Nature 
preſented, as by enchantment, a perſpective 
view that raviſhed every beholder; and like 
gentle ſleep to the wretched, made even for- 
rows forget its pangs, and feel the rays oi 
long loſt joy. A pellucid river wound itſelf 
round numerous Helds, gay meads, and fer- 
tile vales, thickſct with verd way rufied with 
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lofty elms, and croſt with buſhy hedges, ſtill 
diverſified with gamboling kids, fleecy flocks, 
loud-lowing herds, and ſwift-footed rn 
Down the ſtream variety of veſſels changing 
the rich ſcene, caught the breeze in broad 
fails, or daſhed its "boſom with their luſty 
cars: while on its lovely banks noble palaces 
reared up their porticos majeſtic to the ſun, 
projecting deep ſhades in the clear mirror; 
contraſted with the rural cottages of villagers : 
iweet retreat from the buſy cares of a world 
full of inquietude! | 
How oft, as we ſtrayed fearleſs along the 
Alpy hills, plucking violets, and oathering 
wild ſtrawberries among the leafy ſhrubs, did 
we recite the variety of perils we had en- 
_ countered; while we pitied the dangers to 
which the buſy throngs were ſubjected; re- 
Joicing ſtill in preſent poſſeſſion. Thus after 
being tempeſt-toſt in the ocean of ill- fortune, 
now happily eſcaped, we promiſed to ourſelves 
undiſturbed ſafety, in a peaceful harbour, de- 
tended from the ſtorms of adverſe fate, pro- 
tected from the outrages of fortune, and 
mielded from the ſharp arrows of nuſchance 
till we became almoſt preſumptuous in certain 
fecurity! No more, would I gladly ſay, ſhall 
this fatal perſon attract other eyes but his, 
tor whom alone I wiſh to appear agreeable: 
for time's inviſible hand has tarniſhed that 
viſage, whoſe boaſted bloom begins to fade. 
No faid my fond ſpouſe, the only differerce 


in 
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in your perſon, ſeems like that which is re- 
marked between the roſe-bud, and the full 
blown roſe in its maturity of beauty; for how 
very little art thou turned of thirty! how de- 
licate is thy complexion! how brilliant are 
thy eyes! and thy plump cheeks, how bloom- 
ing! which have gained a richneſs, by the 
ſoft pencil of repoſe; while a thouſand graces 
beam in thy poliſhed manners, as good ſenſe 
ſhines in thy refined ſentiments. Therefore, 
be not too ſecure in repoſe. For know, when 
a ſilent calm broods over the unruMed boſom 
of a flattering ocean; when the ſky ſerenely 
ſpreads a loft its azure canopy; when the ſoft 
winds, and breeze-borne zephyrs gently dip 
their ſcudding wings on the dimpled ſurface, 
where infant loves might ſafely ſport and play; 
that unſeen tempeſts, hid in rocky caverns, are 
trying; oft their black pinions, and ſtretching 
out their pounces, in preparation to the 
brown deſtruction; which, involved in ſmoaky 
clouds, and urged by burſting thunder, in 
unexpected moments, they will ſpread over 
the wide domains of Neptune. 
Thus the ſweet moments of our life paſt 
away with the ſincereſt delectation, as if for- 
tune was defirous of atoning for her paſt ſe- 
verity, by her future benedictions. Once we 
were invited to ſtay a month, with one of my 
.relations, who lived at Tarento, a pleaſant 
city, which commands from its caſtle, a proſ- 
5 of the ſea; about an ny days journey 
from 
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from our pleaſing abode. In our viſits, we 
often met the governor, Seignior Marcell, 
who was a ſpirited man, about forty, of an 
amorous complexion, and high paſſions, 
which nothing could ſtop in their gratifi- 
cation. His addreſs was inſinuating, and 
his perſon rather grand than pleaſing. He 
contracted an acquaintance with Immeritus, 
and often caſt a ſignificant eye on my face, 
calling me the little plump Venus : throw- 
ing out the baited line of artful queſtions, 
to hook my ſentiments without hazarding his 
own. But I always gave him a rebuft, with 
honeſt ſincerity, the extent of which he-could 
not but fully comprehend. He ſeemed ſatis- 
fied, but often gazed on me with ardour, 
Thou art, he would cry, far from being a 
beauty; yet with a rich perſon, you poſſeſs a 

nameleſs grace of faſcination, that ſurpaſſes _ 
the power of beauty, which only cauſes one 
to admire, but you force one to love and 
adore: and if you was a ſhepherdeſs, and 
ſingle, I would make you my wife. To which 
I replied, my lord, I underſtand you ; but 
you betray two things, your bad opinion of 
my ſex, and your own bad heart. The next 
time you ſpeak in this manner, I ſhall quit 
the room. I told my huſband all, and de- 
| fired to return. The hour was fixed. How 
fate hangs on a moment! 


Dar. 
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Deſeriptive Analogy. The Demon of Led, 
a . 


The demon of lewdneſs, arouſing from 
his couch of ſpeculative letchery, after he 
had feaſted on thoughts impure, now plum- 
ed his footy wings, to viſit the lower regi- 
ons, and breath his vile diſpoſition into 
mortals. Though his heart was foul with- 
in, yet he was effeminately delicate, to adorn? 
his perſon. Various little Cupids waited 
attendance. Some brought his filken veſt, 
that proudly ſwept the teſſellated marble, 
or flowed looſely to the curling air in folds 
genteel ; while others advanced the glitter- 
ing jewel, or the rich perfume; or ficw 
obedient to prepare his gilded charior. 
"Theſe Cupids, when they accompanied their 
ſuperior, were armed with bows, and a 
quiver full of arrows, of various deſigna- 
tion; whoſe ſharp points were poiſoned, 
with rankling luſt, foul deſire, raging pal- 
fion, burning letchery, filthy laſciviouſneſs, 
and libidinous carnality. it any of theſe 
Cupids waited perchance the nod of honeſt 
love, ſhe kept them under ſevereſt reſtraint, 
and the moſt virtuous decorum. 

While his car was getting ready, he tra- 
verſed his concealed temple ſubterraneous, 
which would have been dark, but for the |! 
lamps, ſometimes illuminated. A thouſand | 
mirrors from vaulted - roofs, in gilded | 

| frames, 
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frames, reflected poſition in all her indecent 
attitudes. Various downy couches were plac- 
ed for convenient repoſe, over which gather- 
ed up into feſtoons, roſy curtains of gauſy 
filk. A variety of naked, or half-cloathed 
images graced the carved niches, between 
the fluted columns, with filver entablatures. 
But at the upper end, beneath a cupola, as 
the penetralia, were placed ſhocking obſcene 
pictures of the moſt finiſhed laſciviouſneſs, 
and luxurious debauchery; carried to ſupreme 
_ exceſs by vile volumes, more minutely filthy; 
which fanned the dying embers of luſt in the de- 
| bilitated amorous, or rouſed the wonton to fu- 
rious concupiſcence. When his car was read 
he mounted, involved in a ſmouldring Pens 
Now Signior Marcelli was idly lolling on 
his ſoft downy ſofa, and feaſting on the ideal 
_ charms of fair Liliretta in Fancy's banquet ; 
when the demon of lewdneſs perceived his 
| boſom fitted for his reception; and he entered 
his baſe heart imperceptibly, in hope of being 
entertained ; for mortals have a power to ex- 
pel ſuch intruders: but he was a gueſt too 
pleaſing for Marcelli to baniſh, though he 
became his lord; by which, worked up to a 
rage of deſire, Marcelli reſolved to poſſeſs the 
object of his appetite, though his life paid 
the forfeit. | | 
One ſultry day, in order to breath the freſh 
air, we fought the cool ſhade; and void of 
ſuſpicion, traverſt the viſta of a leafy wood, 
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fragrant with wild ein, and blue- 
eyed violets. Three men bolted out from : 
lurid thicket of ſhrubs, and held my huſband 
faſt; while two more placed me on horieback, 
and conducting me through gloomy by- 


paths, brought me to a carriage, in which 


they put me, and getting in themſelves, told 
me to be ſilent, becauſe they were unwilling 
to gag me. I trembled, and obeyed. The 
three men bound my aſtoniſhed Immeritus to 
2 tree, for about a thoughtful hour, after 
wh they gave him a knife and vaniſhed. 
In a 

to 1225 concerted plan in execution. 

e 


knew the governor had no houſe out 


of the city, becauſe he could not quit his 
poſt for one night; therefore he judged, and 
rightly, that I was carried to his palace. It 
was known the governor wanted a footman; 
my intrepid hero cut off his fine hair, and the 
whiſkers he wore ſince his Turky expedition. 
He procured a livery; ſecured a proper cha- 
racter; diſguiſed his voice; offered himſelf at 
the palace, and was accepted. Being a new 
ſervant, the raviſher commanded that none 
but my huſband ſhould appear, white himſelf 
was in my company; that he ſhould bring in 
a cold collation, and wait at ſupper. How 
often did my generous huſband paſs me un- 
known, as I fat bathed-in denn, on a velvet 
couch, in the grand parlour.! 


Marcelli 


ittle time he got looſe, and went home 


Marcelli perceiving my tears, endeavoured 


with all his art to ſooth and calm me to re- 


poſe ; but finding all his eloquence ineffec- 
rual, he fell on his knees, ſwore he loved me 
with a degree of paſſion that bordered on 
madneſs; and ſeizing my ſtruggling hand, 
cried, in a whining amorous tone, I ſhall die 
without pofſefſion. To which I anſwered en- 
raged, villain thou ſhalt kill me before I yield. 
Then wildly ſtaring, he cried, I can but die, 
if I ſeize my bliſs; and therefore I will force 
thee to the joys your folly refuſes. So ſaying, 
he ſnatched my unwilling hand to pull me 
in the next room, regardleſs of my valiant Im- 
meritus, who entered the apartment with ſome 
fine wines. Struck to the ſoul at his words 
and actions, as with a barbed dart, and per- 
fectly maddened to ſee him in that poſition, 
while he beheld my agony, he drew a con- 
cealed dagger, and running fiercely, with all 
the god of battle in his viſage, he cried, die 
then, villain, without poſſeſſion, juſt in act to 
plunge his poniard in the raviſher's breaſt; 
who with his better arm, warded off the blow, 
and ſaved his life, falling on the floor toge- 
ther. Then leaping on his feer, the governor 
plucked out of his pocket a ready piſtol, and 
was going to fire at my dear protector: but I 
had ſufficient preſence of mind, amidſt terrifi- 
cation, to daſh it on the ground with my 
right hand, which gave my active preſerver 
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time to lift up the ſaſh, and ſpring ſafely out 
of window ! 

Like another Brutus, my hero ran into the 
ſtreet with his bloody dagger in his hand, 
which had ſcratched the raviſher; and find. 
ing a mob gathered in a quarrel, he ruſhed 
among them; and animated with his wrongs, 
he ſpoke with three-fold eloquence. Sincerely 
touched himſelf, he eaſily touched their pat- 
ſions, raiſed their anger, and inflamed their 
fury, After he had Aouriſhed on his ſtory, 
he ſaid, let us ſtop the tyrant in his career; 
let us force him to juſtice, and bring him 
to condign puniſhment; while we releaſe in- 
nocence, and preſerve virtue from pollution; 
or it may be your turn next to ſuffer who. 
have wives, daughters, and ſiſters! At that 
their ſpirits E flame, and following Im- 
meritus, they drove like a torrent into the 
governor's palace; took him priſoner, and re- 
leaſed me from my confinement, - What ſhall 
we do with him, ſays one? Let us cool his 
courage in the ſea, anſwered another; and a 
third cried, let us carry him before the king, 
who is at his hunting feat, about two hours 
walk from the, city. To which motion they 
all complied, and then hurried the delinquent 
before his Neapolitan majeſty. _ 

After my afflicted lord had knelt before the 
King, he painted in lively colours, the arbitra- 
ry tyranny of his ſubſtitute; to which the 


wicked governor aſſerted, that I conſented to 
the 


8 


with modeſt baſhfulneſs. 
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the elopement. I was ſent for, and brought 
before the king. I was dreſt in pink ſatin, 
fringed with filver; but my robe was diſor- 
dered, my hair flowing in neglected ringlets. 
His majeſty defired me to recapitulate the cruel . 
treatment I had received. I began bluſhing, 
When I addreſt the 
king, I bowed dutiful obedience. When TI 
ſpoke of the priſoner, my eyes ſparkled in- 
dignation; and as various paſſions were light- 
ing up in my boſom, my cheeks fluſhed un- 
uſual roſine!s, through the lilies of my com- 
plexion; and my animated lips uttered muſi- 
cal eloquence, My kind Immeritus, declar- 
ed he never ſaw me look more lovely charm- 


ing. The king liſtened all attention, but re- 


garded the ſentiments no more, than thoſe 


who are fond of muſic, attend to the words of 


a fine air, when their ears are enchanted by 
the raviſhing ſweetneſs of 'a melodious voice. 
But the governor was condemned the mo- 


ment I accuſed him; and when J had finiſhed 


my harangue, ſentence was immediately award- 


ed by his Neapolitan majeſty : for thy injuſ- 


tice, he ſaid to the convict, be thou impriton- 


ed for life in the caſtle you ſo unworthily 


commanded; and in thy ſtead, the injured 
Immeritus ſhall be governor. But what re- 


paration can we render this fair ſufferer ? 


There is a vacancy at court, and I nominate 
Liliretta to be one of the ladies of the queen's 
hed-· chamber; where turning to me, he ſaid, 
= _  F require 
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I require your inſtant appearance. The king 
ended upriſing, to prevent all reply, and di- 

rectly retired with his attendance. Immeri- 
tus was put into immediate poſſeſſion of his 
government. So ſpeedily was this revolution 
brought about in our family, to my huſband's 


ſatisfaction; to whom J ſaid, diſpleaſed, has 


not the king taken a fancy to your wife? does 
not my honour. require that I ſhould refuſe 
his favour? which appears calculated to in- 
volve me again into thoſe. perils. F have fo 
happily. eſcaped! Would to heaven I had 
been leſs engaging! or leſs regarded by every 
eye but thine! Happy the homely nymph, 
who beloved by her faithful ſwain, is by 
every other unobſerved |----He pauſed---Then 
replied; dangerous as may be a compliance, 
J fee more hazard in your refuſal; and if your 
ſurmiſe proves juſt, I will do every thing for 
your diſembarraſſment: being perfectly latis- 
tied you would die rather than yield to diſ- 
honour. I ſeemingly acquieſced in obedience 
to his will. 

But Ah! Signior, I ſaid, how many have 
been ruined by pride? and why ſhould we tempt 
the ſeductions of a court? whoſe gilded apart- 
ments contain a thouſand hidden deſtructions; 
and are crouded with a variety of apparent 
dangers; which though cloathed in filken 
robes, and graced with dimply ſmiles, are but 


deluſive coverings to hide direful artifice, and |} 


internal deformity. I pity thoſe who are 
5 doomed 
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' doomed to fawn attendance; that Chamelion- 


like, live on the airy promiſe of the great, and 


whoſe ſubſiſtence is built on the ſandy foun- 


dation of precarious favour. But better for- 


tune, by giving independent competence, 
makes it criminal in us to entangle ourſelves 
in the labyrinths of a palace; nor does it 


ſuit us to mingle with the noble in the ways 


of grandeur; for the follies of the great be- 


come none but the great themſelves! How 


much better then, O my loved lord, is the 
ſalutiferous country retirement, far removed 
from the diforders of luxurious pleaſure, and 
pernicious temptation; where we may com- 
mand, not invite, real felicity, by performing 
a thouſand good actions amidſt the laborious 
peaſants, and taſting the ſweets of rural ele- 
cance. To which Immeritus acquieſced in 
general, but ſaid, in the language of apology; 
that though poſſeſt of competence, yet he 
thought it his duty to make proviſion for his 


family, which might increaſe; and therefore - 


he accepted the offer made by kind opportu- 
nity; for it was time enough to give up proſ- 
perity, when it required conceſſions injurious 
to innocence, or endeavoured at a deprivation 
of virtuous felicity. Thus mortals ſeldom con- 
tented, are continually graſping at os ee, 
grandeur; and endanger the loſs of happineſs 

to ſhine amidſt ſplendid miſery! 8 
In about a month I left my dear governor, 
not without tears, at a ſeparation which ap- 
f Peared 
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I. SONEE 


peared cauſed by ambition. I arrived at court 
dreſt as plain as was decent; and was receiv- 
ed but coldly by the queen: but when ſhe 


_ underſtood I bore averſion to a royal amour, 


ſhe became heartily my friend and confident. 
I ſoon underſtood that the king was not very 
ſcrupulous of connubial fidelity, and that he 


pretended to ſurmiſe the queen was not over 


nice in regard to virtue: for the king appear- 
ed to ſuſpect the legitimacy of the prince, in 
the ſame manner as Philip did Alexander's; 


which ſometimes was the cauſe of great con- 
fuſion at court. His majeſty ſoon paid me 
great deference. He always ſelected me from 
other ladies; commended the elegance of my 
perſon and manners, and made me handſome 
preſents. In ſhort, there was nothing he 
omitted to flatter my vamty; to raiſe my am- 


bition, and ſtimulate my love of pleaſure; 


artfully ſtriving to ridicule and weaken the 
ſentiments of virtue, honour, and morality, . 
which he found deeply implanted on my ſoul. 
Thus he paved the way to a declaration of 
love, as he found I would receive nothing by 
implication. Accordingly he offered me his 
heart, and begged mine on my own terms, as 
a gift the moſt ineſtimably precious. I was 
quite prepared; and without affecting an air of 
cold indifference, I received his profeſſions in 
all the dignity of polite, but offended virtue. 


1 fo perfectly over-awed his paſſion, by the 


peremptory and authoritative tone of ſoft but 
ſincere 
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| fincere honour, that his ſpirit funk beneath 
me degraded : and at length he meanly com- 
plied with the perſuaſions of force and ſtrata- 
gem. He, with his emiſſaries, concerted va- 
rious ſchemes to frighten me to compliance, 
or to catch me in the negligence of ſecurity ; 
but all their deſigns were fruſtrated, by my 
own, and the queen's ſagacity. At length, 
penetrated with a ſenſe of danger, I begged 
leave to reſign my offices; which requeſt was, 
from time to time evaded; My huſband too, 
grew uneaſy at my abſence ; and at my being 
detained, he was diſpleaſed. 
In the mean time there happened a criti- 
= cal affair. The prince, a weak youth, diſſatis- 
fied with his father's conduct, became the 
= dupe of artful malecontents, who uſed every 
engine to bring my dear Immeritus over to 
their rebellious purpoſes, as the detention of 
his wife would afford ſome colours of pre- 
# tence in their declaration; and his rank as go- 
vernor, give ſome ſanction to their ambition. 
The young prince highly careſt Immeritus, 
and his ſon Felix; offered them the higheſt 
poſts in his army, or government, if he ſhould 
prove ſucceſsful, which he ſaid, every thing 
beſpoke. Then he expatiated on the tyran- 
ny of the king; the diſſatisfaction of the peo- 
ple; the neceſſity there appeard for the public 
good, to dethrone a perſonage, ſo unworthy his 
high office; and dwelt on the injuſtice of de- 
taining me, and the certainty of his libidinous 
Vol. II. 3 deſigns; 
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deſigns; by which inflamed, they liſtened too 
attentively to the voice of rebellion, and were 
too inconſiderately brought over to its de- 
ſtructive deſigns, Thus they confederated 
with the rebels, and joined in their councils; 
but before their machinations were brought to 
. — one of the conſpirators went to the 
king, and made an ample diſcovery, out of 
the hope that his perfidy would be nobiy 
rewarded. N 9 = 
The: king ſecretly ordered ſeveral parties 
of guards in readineſs, and called a privy 
council, who ſoon diſpatched ſeveral bodies of 
troops, and took the ringleaders priſoners; 
among which were. the prince, my dear ſon, 
and unfortunate - huſband, who were both 
cloſely confined. And thus a ſpeedy end was 
given to rebellion, by cruſhing the viperous 
eggs in the neſt before they could be hatch- 
ed, and brought to dangerous maturity. Ju- 
tice then aſſumed its awful authority, and ſe- 
veral fell beneath. the ax of puniſhment, to 
gratify offended: majeſty, and ſet up example 
in order to ſtrike terror. Among ſome others 
the young prince, my ſon, and my huſband, 
as yet met not condemnation; and they mani- 
feſted their repentance by every mark of 
ſincere contrition. The prince continually by 
petition, confeſſed a horror of his unnatural 
crime, with the folly of his diſobedience; and 
by all his friends, ſolicited pardon for himſelf | 
and poor Immeritus. The queen was — 4x 
> | inſtant 
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| inſtant with his majeſty, to diſplay royal cle- 
mency on his repentant ſon, who longed with 
ardour for opportunities to manifeſt his love E 


and duty by generous actions. 
As for my part, I frequently became a 


ſuitor. Dreſt in mourning, which ſuited the 


melancholy habit of my ſoul, I often threw 
myſelf at the royal feet, deploring my huſ- 
band's and ſon's misfortune; extenuating their 
crime, and explaining their penitence; which 
his majeſty always heard with gentle com- 
placency : till at laſt hard preſt to ſign their 
pardon, as he atoſe, he faid, that alone is in 
thy power, and withdrew. When I ſaw his 
majeſty again, I beſeeched him to explain 
himſelf, though my heart too truly divined 


the pernicious conſequence. The king faid, 


at your ſo earneſt deſire, I will be explicit; 
both Felix and your huſband have incurred 
the condemnation of death by a crime of the 
blackeſt nature. You cannot be happy with- 
out their pardon. I muſt be miſerable with- 
out the poſſeſſion of your lovely perſon. If 


thou art cruel, why ſhould I be merciful? thus 


you ſee the fates of your huſband, your ſon, 


and the very prince, are at your diſpoſal; 


either to give them happineſs, or deſtruction. 


To which I anſwered, that my boſom bears, 


O king, the utmoſt tenderneſs of parental af- 
fection towards my dear ſon, is as certain, as 
that my ever faithful heart is impreſt, with 
the ſtrongeſt ſignature of connubial love to- 
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Wards my lord and huſband; but that very 
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regard itſelf is a bar to your cruel conditions; 
even if my conſcious ſoul was deſtitute of the 
finer ideas of virtue; which loathing to admit 
another love, ſcorns to receive a polluted em- 


brace. But granting an impoſſible thing, that 


entle love ſwayed not my heart, yet, my lord, 

would have you to know, that Vice has not 
ſufficient power to induce me, to make one 
offering at her altar; and that I equally reje& 
her ſanctions, whether ſhe comes attended on 
her right hand with grandeur, pleaſure, and 
riches; or on her left, with terror, miſery, 
and diſgrace. Far different are my ſentiments 
of virtue and honour, to whom my regard is 
ſo exquiſite, that for their ſakes, I would even 
give up my huſband and ſon ; and rather than 
tranſgreſs the ſacred laws, taught by nature, 
and acknowledged by all the worthy and the 
good, I would ſurrender my life, or ſuffer 
the extremity of vengeance, from the hand of 
lawleſs tyrants : therefore, O king, your offers 
I reject. Know then, on thy refuſal, I ſhall 
ſign their dead warrant, he anſwered frowning, 
and thou thyſelf ſhalt be a ſpectatreſs of their 
execution. Thou ſhalt behold thy huſband, 
and darling ſon, led in ſolemn pomp, to the 
fatal block; thou ſhalt witneſs to their part- 
ing embraces; and view the grim executioner, 
with his ax, ſever their rebellious heads.---At 


that direful image I fainted, and waking, 


found mylelf in the arms of the queen; i 
8 whom 
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whom in private, I related the dilemma to 
which I was drove, by the cruel monarch's 
ſtratagem. LON 
The royal conſort ſtill comforting my ſor- 
rows, required me now to dry up my tears, and 
compoſe myſelf; for ſhe had thought upon a 
ſubject that might at once ſave my honour, 
ſon, and huſband, What 1s that? I eagerly 
demanded : to which ſhe anſwered, If you 
will promiſe the king compliance in a week, 
our dear friends will be releaſed; and in the 
mean-time I will find ſome eaſy method to 
make the royal lover require thy immediate 
removal far from the palace, never more to 
diſturb thy virtuous delicacy. Deareſt queen, 
I faid, tel} me the ſcheme, and I will obey 
thee at the hazard of my life. Then ſhe ſaid, 
my good rival, this is the plan. If in a few 
days we can find out no other contrivance 
to divert the king's intention----what ſay you 
to inoculation ? the king fearfully flies the 
contagious diſorder. You are a proper ſub- 
ject, and the phyſicians ſay there is no danger 
after due preparation. You fee this ſcheme 
opens a way that leads to all our happineſs, 
and drives away all our perplexities. If you 
_ refuſe this project, I ſhall doubt your ſincerity. 
Yes, I cried, Oh! queen, I will with joy facri- 
fice my life, to fave my ſon and huſband, 
while I give you repoſe; happy in death by 
proving my virtue, fidelity, and tender at- 
tection! The queen fondly embraced me, 
| and 
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and gave me a diamond ring off her finger | 


for my obedience. _ . 
I wrote to the royal lover; ſtung indeed 
with ſhame. at the innocent deceit, and told 


him; that unable to bear the fatal ſcene which 
he had pictured, at the expiration of a week 


his handmaid would wait the honour of his 


commands. Tranſported at my compliance, 
he ſet the priſoners at liberty, all but the 


prince, and fought occaſion to ſce me alone, 
which I always eluded. But who can expreſs 
the joy I received in the embraces of my 
drooping huſband, and my dear fon! But 
when I acquainted Immeritus of the queen's 
deſign, the chill vapour of grief gave a damp 
to his riſing joy. I know, ſaid he, to elude 
the demanded ſacrifice, you will try an expe- 
riment, at the hazard of a life more precious 
than that you would fave. The queen ap- 


proaching, ſaid, fear nothing Immeritus, we 


may find various expedients beſides the laſt 
reſort. To which he replied, Oh queen, if 


preſuming on conceſſions, which may have 


inflamed the ardour of deſire, the king ſhould 
attempt to force that virtue to a compli- 
ance,. which he cannot perſuade, who ſhall 
guard my defenceleſs wife, from the royal 
raviſher? for I am commanded to be at my 
government to-morrow. The queen ever rea- 
dy at a criſis, anſwered; you, yourſelf, ſhall 
protect and conduct your wife, in the mo- 
ments of trial. Leave the court, as if you 
| OY, was 
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Vas going to your caſtle; then procure a fe- 
male dreſs, ſhave cloſe, you have a feminine 
aſpect; and you ſhall be received as one of 
your wite's attendants. 


A Sram IncipanT. 


Virtue preſerved. The Fever of Love cured by 


- Phlebotomy. 


Charmed at the device, we both fell at the 
queen's feet in raptures, and made bold to 


kiſs her willing hands, with which. ſhe graci- 


ouſly lifted us from the carpet. My alert 
Immeritus, full of ſpirit, put the ſcheme in 
execution, by all unſuſpected. I beheld him 
among my female attendants, and though 
aukward, he made a tolerable woman. On the 
firſt and ſecond day, nothing peculiar happen- 
ed; but the third night, big with our fate, 
brought on a deciſive criſis; to which nature 
preluded by a violent ſtorm; dark pitchy 
clouds. from. northern hills upriſing, ſnatched 
away the pale trembling moon, while night 
{ſpread around her black mantle. The winds 
roared wildly, Vaſt hailſtones fell pattering 
down, and red angry lightening, ſwift-winged, 


catching here and there, forcibly plucked up 


by the roots ſturdy oaks; while loud thunder 
trolled ſolemn, over the pavement of heaven, 
Then it was the impatient king, thinking 
he had a kind of right to my perſon, and juſt- 
ly ſuppoſing I ſhould try to defraud the ex- 
tn | pectation 
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158 TRE BON Z E. 
pectation of his criminal deſire, reſolved t) 
turn raviſher, at the dead of night. When the 
ueen diſmiſt me, I went with ſeveral ladies 
to ſeek. repoſe, in my own chamber, joyous to 
find Immeritus among my females. After! 
was undreſt, and in bed, I detained for ſome 
time, my attendance z ſtruck with timidity by 
the tremendous thunder, or the prefenment 
of approaching evil. I had not been long diſ- 
courſing, before to my utter aſtoniſhment, [I 
heard a ſudden craſn behind my hangings, and 
deeply terrified; beheld the king iſſuing from 
a private door, with ſome gentlemen behind, 
in caſe of danger; for one of my treacherous 
ſervants betrayed. me, with a ſignal. My Im- 
meritus, Whole preſence of mind ſeldom failed 
him, in the buſtle, ſlipped unſeen into a clo- 
ſet. The amorous king ordered all to retire, 
and when the room was clear, he came to- 
wards me, with an air of reſolution. He 
ſpoke not, but put on his laced night cap. 
Trembling like a hare, crouching in her form 
at the tread of danger, I knew not what to 
do, or what to ſay! At length I cried, in 
the terror of agonizing apprehenſion what | 
does my lord mean, by this outrage ? Only 
to fleep in this chamber, he cooly replied; yet 
very nimbly throwing off his coat. Starting 
at this proceſs, and maddening at my helpleſs 
ſituation, I cried, loudly incoherent ; you 


ſhall not ſleep wich me! J will die firſt! where 
is 
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is my huſband ? I will ; jump out of window ; | 


and ſeemed riſing for that purpoſe. 
The king directly ſprung towards me, to 


hinder the attempt, and fixed his hand on 
my boſom. His approach and deteſted touch, 


made me delirious. I ſobbed aloud----villain, 
thou ſhalt not ruin me! Oh my Immeritus, 
my huſband ! help! fave thy wife! The king 
ſaid, be eaſy, for by heaven, in ſpite of fate, I 


will emjoy—at that, like my guardian angel, 


my noble Immeritus ruſhed boldly from the 


dcloſet. For ſo heaven willed, he ſhould pro- 
tect that virtue in me, which he never tranſ- 


greſt in himſelf. He cried, it 18 falſe, chen 


ſhalt not raviſh her; and held in his hand a 
dagger; which the king endeavouring to 
ſeize, he plunged the ſharp poniard in his 
ſide and his majeſty fell to the ground; 


while the crimſon blood guſhed out on the 


floor, in florid ſtreams. The ſcuffle alarmed 
the officers that waited without, who bolted 
in, ſecured my dear protector before he could 
eſcape, and carried him once more to priſon. 
While they ſent for a ſurgeon, they ſtopped 
the effuſion of blood; and my ſervants com- 
ing in, I ordered them to draw the curtains ; 
then I put on a night gown, and vaniſhed, 
1n the utmoſt trepidation to the queen's cham- 
ber; who admitted me, with the utmoſt con- 
deſcenſion, to partake of the royal bed, which 
now was not pillowed with diſhonour. I 
told her majeſty, I heard the king's lite was 
Vol. II. 2 not 
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To Tus BONZE. 
not in jeopardy, and the ſurgeon deſired {he 
would not yet appear. 

When I was gone, the king's wound was 
dreſt. He was pronounced out of danger by 
the phyſicians; and put into my bed, where he 
ſoon revived; and towards morning, gained a 
comfortable repoſe. But as to myſelf, fleep 
. fled my unealy pillow; a thouſand diſtracting 
thoughts crouded upon reflection, and. my 
heart was diſtorted by exceſs of anguiſh, 
. while unruly paſſions riſing tumultous, deaf- 
ened the ſoft voice of reaſon, which was ſoon 
Joſtled from all authority, and totally ſilenced. 
Thus my ſoul became a prey to the banditti 
of its empire, and ſuffered all the agonizing 
torture CE outrage and uſurpation. I conſi- 
dered myſelf as Ne fatal cauſe of all my dear 
huſband's ſufferings; and loſing all truſt in 
Providence, I felt a kind of certainty of his 
being deprived of a life, more precious than 
my own. Fancy, curious to rack me, pictur- 
ed him, to the mental eye, as being led to ex- 
ecution, and falling beneath the cruel ax; till 
a burſt of tears waſhed away the gloomy 
ſcene. Then I would cry to myſelf, it is J. 
who have cauſed him to attempt the ſacred 
life of majeſty ; while deſpair painting the 
crime in its blackeſt colours, delineating the 
turpitude of involving a nation in confuſion ; 
and ſhewing the impoſſibility of averting his 
fate, threw me into miſery, painful paſt deſ- 


cription; till Hope ſhot a gleam of comfort 
through 


— 
* 
. 
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through the gloomy regions of my ſoul, and 
tired nature, ſunk by inſenſible degrees, into 
the balmy boſom, of gentle ſleep. . 

When I awaked, the queen with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs, ſtrove to alleviate my anxiety, but 
in vain; ſo ingenious is the heart to wound it- 
ſelf, to feaſt on the poiſon of melancholy, and 
unwilling to liſten to the voice of comfort; 
till it comes to throw off and renounce ſuper- 
nal regard, which then deſerted, leaves 1t to be 
its own tormentor ! Still to give a weight ad- 


dition, already too heavy, I experienced for- 


midable enemies in the bigoted prieſts, who 
finding we were Deiſts, became implacable 


perſecutors of us both, and demanded the 


death of Immeritus; which indeed availed but 
little with the king, as he had but few religi- 


ous principles; and thinking I was as tree, 


his hope of prevailing over my virtue took 
the tincture of certain aſſurance. 


How fondly do mortals reckon upon mun- 
dane events! and ſitting in the chair of deſti- 


ny, decide the fate of things, as if they beheld 


effects, growing out of ſeminal cauſes; when. 
covered by the clouds of ignorance, their 


| judgement is but a ſhadow, and their wiſdom 


a painted vapour! The king ſoon recover- 


ing, the day arrived, when the doom of my 


unfortunate huſband was to be decided. 


His majeſty ordered him to be brought before 
his royal preſence, and that I ſhould be a 
witneſs to his ſentence. 


When I came in, I 
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fully diſchanging, my whole deſire is evapo- 


7 Tur ONZE. 
found his Neapolitan highneſs ſeating himſelf 
in his velvet chair of ftate, and his nobles 


| ſtood around; when pale and wan appeared 


Immeritus, who knelt. at the royal foot: ſtool. 


My heart ſunk within me, at the awful ſcene, 


and all concluded, he would be adjudged to 
death : when thus majeſty delivered itſelf, and 
885 true honour, by unexpected genero- 
1 

Riſe Immeritus, thou haſt my free pardon, ; 
for I alone am culpable. All eyes were fixed 
on the king, who thus proceeded. Guilty of 
the very crime, for which I puniſhed the go- 
vernor, I forced you to actions, which though 
not to be juſtified, ought to meet my forgive- 


neſs. To what diſtreſs has my folly drove thy 


innocent lady (pointing to me) when ſhe 


found a beloved huſband, and darling child, 


were going to be executed for rebellion the 
former now convicted of an attempt to mur- 
der the king, his maſter | But to make all the 


reparation in my power, I reſtore you both to 


liberty; and will give you the power to chuſc 
that ſituation 1 in the domains of life, moſt ſuit- 
able to your diſpoſitions. You will wonder at 
this change of character. But as human na- 
ture is ſubject to imbecillity, and J have gain- 
ed a noble ſtrength of mind; I need not be 
aſhamed to confeſs the motive. The love 


which I bore Liliretta, was no more than 4 


fever in the blood; which Immeritus plenti- 


rated. 


T HE B ON Z E. 1 
rated; my paſſions ſubſide; reaſon again has 


aſſumed its throne, and I am again myſelf! 


Surpriſed at this unexpected goodneſs, we 
fell proſtrate at his majeſty's feet, actuated by 
the moſt lively gratitude; and then we flew 
to the queen, to give her an account of our 
. happineſs, fo agreeable to her wiſhes. After 
a few days paſt at court in feſtivity, we 
bade adieu to the noiſe and temptation of 
a city; and collecting our little family, we re- 
tired into the country, where we found comfort 
and repoſe in our cottage. There penſively- 
pleaſing, tranquility with open arms received 
us, and as with retroſpective amity we rejoic- 
ed diſcourſive, over the variety of perilous 
eſcapes, and critical dangers, which we had 
ſurmounted; ſweet content, amidſt delectable 
proſpects; led us through numberleſs paths of 
pleaſure, to fragrant bowers, ſhady lanes, ro- 
mantic mountains, and verdant vallies; where 
grief, and wretched care, are driven far away, 
by rural felicity: while laughing joy taught us 
to ſing the ſongs of mirth, and tune the ſoft 
tyre of harmony. Roſy love, not now a boy- 
iſh wonton, daily frequented theſe dear, theſe 


| 1. happy ſeats, inſpiring that grand affection, 


which poſſeſſing the eſſence of refined friend- 
ſnip, has all the deliciouſneſs of corporal 
love! Thus in the gay barge of happineſs, 
lite flowed gently down the ſtream of time, 
till at its deſtined port arrived, fate called 
it far away to other regions. AE: IE 
—_ The 
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174 TAE BON Z E. 
The powers who are permitted to afflict 
the ſons of earth, and to hurry ſtruggling 
nature to the brink of mortality, inſinuated 


contagious to the fountain of life, and in- 


heart, unable to reſiſt the fiery infuſion, flut- 
tering with accelerated motion, was thrown 
off its centre, and a total ceſſation put to its 
activity! The wheels of life forgot to move; 
all its pullies became uſeleſs; the various 


ſprings loſt their elaſticity, and the whole ma- 


chine fell to the earth! Then the door of 
life flew open, and my better part ſhaking 
off the chains of carnality, and difentangled 


from its fleſhly robe, ruſhed from its loved 


priſon ; yet my ſpirit unwilling to part from 
its darling object, hovered ſtill round the plea- 
ſing ſcene of former happineſs : and actuated 
by the ſtrong paſſion, which had ſo forci- 
bly engroſt its attention, refuſed to quit its 
terrene abode ; and formed to itſelf a body of 
vapours, inviſible to human eyes. 

Thus it is, that thoſe who give themſelves 


up to indulge any paſſion, or appetite; in- 


volving themſelves in worldlineſs, and ſenſua- 
lity, are for a time when diſcarnated, doomed or 
ſuffered to follow the bent of that habit they 
contracted in the body, when they have not 
organs to gratify their ardent deſires. Hence 


miſers hang unſeen over their darling god 


their gold, and view in agonies their profuſe 
. heirs 


febrific particles in my veins, which ſpread 


fected the whole ſtream; till the labouring 


2 
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heirs ſquander in a day on whores and profligates, 
what coſt them years, and many evil actions, 
to amaſs; and ſtarting, hear them curſe a mi- 
ler's folly. The debauchee, by envy tortured, 
beholds the midnight revels, which he cannot 
artake. The luxurious flit through their 
gardens of delight, fold perhaps to an enemy; 
and in their palaces ſilently traverſe the me- 
jancholy rooms of ſtate, no more to be enjoy- 
ed; ſubject to the demoniac powers who re- 
ſide in air; who chace them ſporting in their 
miſery, to woods of dark horror, over hills, 
and to the dreadful precipice; where they ſuf- 
fer all the terrors natural, when in the body; 
while the rude winds ſhatter their frail ſhape, 
and tear it into atoms, 1 
When ] lay ill, my dear Immeritus was the 
conſtant companion of my ſickneſs; the wit- 
neſs of thoſe agonies, to which mankind is 
ſubject, before the ſeparation of the ſoul; and 
which in ſharing them, he affectionately en- 
deavoured to alleviate. When the breath of 
life no more fanned the vital flame, and he 
law me expire, after I had declared, death 
had no terrors, but that of being divorced 
from his generous boſom ; he became almoſt 
diſtracted; he embraced the clay-cold corps, 
and called upon me as if I was ſtill alive, be- 
dewing my breaſt with tears, which now was 
inſenſible of his carefſes : and how off, cal- 
ling upon heaven to releaſe him, did he de- 
e ſire 
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fire to follow me into the world of ſpirits; as 
without me life had no reliſh ! 
This endearing tenderneſs exacted the ſin- 
cereſt gratitude ; "but as there are duties of 2 
higher nature, which demand the attention of 
mortals; as there is no excuſe that human 
love ſhould abſorb the divine, I was culpable 
in neglecting the creator for the creature; 
there being ſuch an elegance in the ſacred af. 
tection, that inſtead of diminiſhing the others, 
it gives them their due perfection: for to 
love the ſupreme Being worthily, is to be 
benevolent. + 
When Immeritus wandered age, in te 
charming paths of rural beauty, which we to- 
gether ſo often preſt; every little grot of cool 
repoſe; every peculiar ſtreamlet prattling down 
the Apennines, amidſt the wild profuſion of 
flowers; every umbrageous tree which uſed 
to afford us a pleaſing ſhade from the ſultry 
ſun, while we ſat viewing the rich proſpects 
beneath, or breathing love and tenderneſs, be- 
came the ſubject of his meditation; preſenting 
images and lively pictures of my former ap- 
pearances, drawn by the pencil of remem- 
brance; affording tender but agreeable ſenſa- 
tions to the recollection of ſilent melancholy. 
How often did I wiſh to make myſelf viſi- 
:ble to his eyes, to become audable to his ears, 
and ſenſible to his embrace; but as I could 
not form the delicate organs proper to the 


ſenſes, my wiſhes were vain, and my ſtruggles 
| WETC 
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were ineffectual: nor was I endowed with 
wer to guard him from the fierce malighan- 
cy of thoſe evil powers, who buſy themſelves 
in thwarting the happineſs of mortals; and 
darting evils in their paths, which would ſoon 
_ deſtroy them, but for the -watchful obſervance 
of guardian angels. I longed to communi- 
cate to him the knowledge I gained in the 
world of ſpirits; to diſpel his ſorrows to 
welcome him in the flowery groves and fra- 
grant ſhades with harmonious ſounds, and 
raviſhing muſic echoing through the lengthen- 
= ing viſtas; to upraiſe the roſe and jeſſamin, 
= bowering over head to form his arbour ; and 
= call up as by magic delicious fruits, ripening 
beautious to court his palate ; but all was de- 
nied my ungratified deſire, and I was called 
away from this terreſtrial abode, to the higher 
regions of the air, to attend the great power 
who prefides over the inferior world of ſpirits. 


4 The Thirteenth MzTAMORPHOSIS. 
| The Life of a Turtle Dove. 


Abdie} the angelic power; who carries on 
the plan of Tranſmigration, admitted me into 
his pavilion, and ad. you have gone through 
the critical trial you elected, without much 
turpitude. Short then will be your ſufferings 

in another vehicle. But know, as you loved 

the creature more than the creator; and as 
your partial and indolently enquirying reaſon 
Ly Aa rejected 


| Vol. II. 
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rejected redemption, therefore your probatio:: 
is ineffectual. Go thou, he ſaid, and vivit; 
a turtle- dove, which to thy former ſtate con- 
tains ſome analogy. Immediately I quitted 
the royal preſence of the heavenly vice-roy, 
and again directed to theſe lower regions, was 
pcs in a turtle's egg; After due incuba- 
tion, where memory of the paſt was ſhut up 
ike a book; and as if I was newly created, 
J began to ſee light without ideas; and burlt- 
ing my ſhell, chirped a little unfledged dove, 
in a neat neft, warmed and defended by my 
mother's wings, and feathery boſom. A tree 
in a ſmall umbrageous' wood, was my cradle, 
and I was rocked by the winds. My fond 
parents ſeemed only to live for my fake; 
while one was bufied to procure me food, the 
other ſat patient to keep me warm. In pro- 
Portion as my feathered cloathing grew into 
plumage, I gained new ſtrength, and new 
ſentiments. When nature learned me to fan 
my 'wings, my mother enticed me from the 
_ neſt; taught me to hop from ſpray to ſpray, 
and try my half-fledged wings. After repeated 
aſſays, when I found myſelf capable of flight, 
ardent of liberty, I flew abroad; forgot my 
-parents, and never returned. Prompted 
by appetite, and inſtructed by nature, to find 
the neceſſary food, for the preſervation of life, 
I few with cimidity, ſtruck with an innate 
'dread of all-devouring hawks, | 
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TI was ſtill a female. When I arrived at 
perfection, I was courted by a young male 
turtle dove. He choſe me for his mate, and 
accepting the choice, I experienced an union 
fraught with exquiſite ſatisfactions! His fair 
eyes flaſhed a ; peculiar ſpirit of ſweetneſs. 
None flew with ſuch dexterity through the 
yielding air as he did; failing ſelf — with 
level wing: and when : he trod along the 
fountain's brim to quench his thirſt, he nod- 
dle of his head to.my fond eye, how noble! 
His manner how pleaſing, when ſelecting me 
from other doves, he paid to me all atteatiant 
Let coyly I flew acroſs the tranſlucent river, 
more indeed to draw his affection; glad when 
I beheld him impatient ſkim along the graſſy 
glade, and heard him call me, gently cooin — 
and murmuring his tender paſſion. Satisfi 
with his kind regard, and longing to be his 
mate, I fluttered from concealment; and joy- 
ul, he flew to my ſide, perched on the fame 
branch, cooing ſoft invitations to bill and 
play. At which, I fled to the covert; he ſtill 
attending, and beſide a moſſy fountain, under 
the green wood - ſnade, we perfected our unſi- 
niſhed loves, far from profane eyes; and fixed 
our conjugal connexion. How fondly. then 
would we fly together, in ſearch of food, and 
occaſions - love at the break of morning, 
over hills, dales, and vallies; lovingly cooing 
as we ſipped the clear ſtreams, or billing kiſ- 
ſes on the fragrant fruitage, where we pecked 
„ -— 
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the ripe orange, or rich grape, all the long 
day. When night advanced, full of recipro- 
— love, cloſe by each other's ſide, we winged 
away, cut the yielding air, or failed ſteady 
with out-ſtretched wing, till we gained the 
ſhady retreat of mutual love, the bed of calm 
repoſe; and when the dark receſs concealed 
us from each other's fond eyes, we would coo 
reſponfive, ſweet melancholy notes of tender- 

neſs, which fed the flame of love, and cheered 
each other till we loft ourſelves in oft for- 
gerfulneſs! ! 

One morn as we prepared to ſeek our day's 
repaſt, we were fondly toying time away, ten- 
derly billing, ſweetly cooing, void of every ill 
deſign. But what availed our innocence, our 
tenderneſs, our beautious feathers, and our 
lovely form! for a ſportſman beholding our 
unſuſpecting loves, crept ſoftly upon us; and 
fhot me fluttery in my blood from my ſcream- 
ing lover's ſide; who fled diſtracted, pouring 
his moans and bitter complaints in every 
grove and valley, on the margin of each 
ſtream, that ſo often had witneſſed to our 
loves: but finding the dear object of his 
ſearch was fled, and with it all the joys of 
life, diſdaining all other offers of a new paf- 
ſion, and penetrated with the utmoſt fidelity; 
he laid his head on the moſſy turf, beneath 
the fatal tree, and pined to death. The ſigh- | 
ing breeze, as if in pity to his fate, lightly 


| covered him with the falling — of myrtl 
an 
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and at mid- night the ſweet nightingale ſung 
his elegy in ſtrains of ſoft harmonious me- 
lancholy. Mean time my body, among a hun- 

dred others, which winged the air, ſwam the 
river, and walked the earth, ſerved for the 
feſtivous decoration of a banquet; 1 can 
poor ſqualling inſignificant brat was juſt born, 
the } — of 2 — family, which the 
world would have proceeded as well if it had 
never exiſted. But my better part ſprung 
with diſdain from earth, whoſe lord made ſo 


| poor a uſe of his boaſted ſuperiority; and 


. # his cloud-formed palace. | 8 
 Paſling the firſt grand court which led to 
the interior apartments, through an archade 
of lofty columns, 1 beheld the glorious prince 
Abdiel, ſeated aloft, in more than eaſtern 
magnificence, on a throne that blazed ſtar-like, 
a glory of congregated vapours, which from 
the admitted rays of the ſun, through the 
beautious dome, reflected a ſparkling luftre 
more ſtriking than the glowing tincture of the 
rainbow, when it meaſures the arch of heaven. 
Diſpatching a variety of great affairs with ce- 
leſtial celerity, he caſt his quick eye towards 
me, as I entered ; and received my obeifance 
with the ſmile of courteous ſuperiority. Then 
beholding intuitively as in a glaſs all my acti- 
ons, and ſhrewdly gueſſing my thoughts, he 
faid: you have experienced the fallacy of 


ſoon I was conducted before the domination 


mundane delights, and the evil tendency of 


lawful 
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lawful gratifications, if too far indulged. No- 
thing. more ennobles the ſpirit than a reſiſt- 
ance-of pleaſure; nothing purifies it more than 
acts of goodneſs; the contraryi of which de- 
_ pollute. Put an end to your pro- 

tion: by: a ſafer choice. Better go through 
one terrene life of abſtinence, than by a trifl- 
ing indulgence, envelop the celeſtial eſſence 
deep in the debaſing folds of corporal ſen- 
fuality, without-the hope of extrication. Na- 
turally abhorrent of pain, and by my contact 
with matter inclined to the bliſs of ſenſation, 
after dutious genuflection, I ſaid; is it not 
poſſible, O prince ! to unite the pleaſures of 
the-diurnal* globe with innocence, and enjoy 
terrene exiſtence, without hazarding the cele- 
ſtial: for can there be any merit imputed to 
abſttact ſufferings? To which he anſwered: 
man was not formed for unmingled happineſs: 
but innocence knows no pain, the portion on- 
iy of offence, which neceſſarily muſt ſuffer. 
Thoſe who to avoid impending evil, and gain 
deſired pleaſure, break certain known laws; 
make a miſtake, for loſing their aim they both 
tharpen, and lengthen puniſhment. But to 
bear the lot with reſignation, ſhortens and 
breaks the edge of evil; which a duty gives 
not the pride of merit; yet it qualifies for 
expiatory favour ! Then, O prince, I ſaid, lei 
me try the experiment, to enjoy the terrene 
world without forfeiting the heavenly : for 
which: pourpo%, J require in my choice of 


life, : 
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fife, to become of rank, and poſſeſs a hand- 
me fortune. The great delegate partly ap- 
proving my choice, afſemed with ſmiles chat 
cleared the groſſer clouds, and conducted me 
S Himſelf, towards the probationary orb, which 
ke the central ſpeck in an egg, hung ſelf 
poifed, ſurrounded by a vapour armoſphere ; 

that refracted, and held entangled the furmy 
rays ſwift darting; chiefly loaded with unt 


* reoric powers, for uſe or puniſhment. 


We deſcended ſlowly, in a kind of brau- 
ful throne, raiſed on the baſis of à cloud, 
around which delicate columns ſupported, 
glittering in the ſun, a dome of chryſtals from 
which hung in feſtoons filky curtains, Tonve- 
nient to ſhade off the Too intenſe ray, or eluũe 
the too familiar breeze. At the ap 
of Abdiel, all the malicious ends Who 
do iure earth and its inhabitants. — 
though thy grinned defiance While tus Pre- 
= ſence gave joy to all things in nature. 0 
3 Abdiel, I ſaid; I lament that the ſens ru 
mould be ſubſect to ſuch various evils. N 
cher be thankful, he anſwered, chat um a per- 
mitted to any kind vf enoyment, fallen am 
he is from original reftitude ; and mayrſt cu 
ſtrive to — From any other kind of AH. 
vbedience, that you may ſhorten your _ 
and regain the happineſs you have loft. / 
know, though evil Powers ure Jullered r — 
fect che earth; and all its creatures, for the 
F trial of the human — Ver 
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Providence is ever gracious over all his works; 
nothing eſcapes his all-beholding eye; no 
place can poſſibly exclude him; and his com- 
panions are wiſdom, mercy, and juſtice. 
Yet more particularly to earry on the buſineſs 
of this world, in the rectitude of divine ſu- 
perintendency, he has appointed me his viſi- 
ble ſubſtitute, as a balance of power to the 
luciferian princes of air. Thus man is not 
puniſhed and tempted above neceſlity ; the 
world is preſerved in due order, and Tranſ- 
migration carried on from trial to trial. 
Then caſting his quick eye on the earth, 
now growing throughout its regions diſtinct 
beneath our feet, he pauſed contemplative---- 
and thus reaſſumed his beneficial diſcourſe : 
behold yonder inſignificant ball, parted of 
map-like into ſtates and kingdoms : does 
that appear a fit place totally to fix a ſpi- 
ritual being, when it only propoſes ſenſuality, 
with this appendage, that a few years at 
moſt circles all its enjoyments; the gratifica- 
tion of which fatally hazards the loſs of plez+ 
ſures, as incomparably ſuperior in their reliſh 
as duration? When as a ſpectator I view 
human creatures, nobly endowed with a bright 
rationality, which borders on the angelic, and 
zs the ſhadow of divine reaſon! When I fee 
them relinquiſh all title to their birth - right, 
of a kingdom unutterably glorious, pleaſur- 
able, and laſting, for the ſake of a few ſen- 
ſual titilations; feelings falſely called l 
e 3 
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which are only diſguiſed pains; but all at beſt 
frivolous in their nature, and paltry in poſ- 
ſeſſion; void of the frailties, and therefore of 
the ſenſations, belonging to the, human heart, 
my aſtoniſhment 1s paſt expreſſion, and I cry 
out diſguſted, could man aſſure to himſelf 
ten thouſand years, ſome excuſe might be 
formed! 7 TR 
But on the other hand, when I contemplat 

the human frame ; when I behold what force- 
ful paſſions and appetites, from the moment 
of man's birth, are getting poſſeſſion of his 
will, and becoming habitual long before his 

boaſted reaſon dawns; when I perceive the 

wrong tendency of general education ; the 
force of cuſtom and example ; the intimate 
connexion of the ſoul with matter and mate- 
rial objects; the variety of affairs which car- 
ry on the bufineſs of the world; the little 


chat man can know, or. cares to know of ſu- 


perior things; and primarily, above all his 
averſenels to virtue and goodneſs, and his 
fatal tendency to corruption, amidſt millions 
of temptations ; my wonder reſolves into pity : 
like that when a father beholds his raſh ſon, 
exceſſively heated by exerciſe and a ſultry 
ſeaſon, till parched with a painful drought, 
he gorges down the firit cold liquid he can 
procure impatient ; and for the pleaſure of a 
cup of water, drinks down incurable ' fevers: 
or as a tender mother finds that her incautious 
daughter, for the ſake of one hour's paltry 

n «ö ©  pheanns 
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pleaſure, has yielded her virgin honour to for- 
bidden love, loſing her fame, and all that is 
dear to feminine delicacy!] She at once pities, 
deplores, and condemns: and ſuch mingled 
\fentiments I feel for the children of earth. Oh 
wretched world, m which man 1s ſurrounded 
with unavoidable evils; not counterballanced 
with equal pleaſure, even when vice is bribed 
to be an auxiliary! And yet deſpicable as it 
is, mean ſpirited mortals ſeldom deſire ſupe- 
rior manſions | ſhudder at releaſe from bon- 
dage, and ſtartle at being called away from 
diſaſterous ſcenes to thrones immortal] Strange 
-Infatuation ! WS 
The Fourteenth 'TRANSMIGRATION. 
| ZanxncoLa's Fourth probationary State. 
The Hiſtory of Virtuous Enjoyments. 


As thus inviſible we poſted through the 
| cloudy confines of the terreſtrial world, and | 
"touched its extremeſt verge, a proper ſubject 
offered at hand, where geſtation was begun: 
and now Abdiel faid, we muſt ſeparate your 
next teſt approaches; adieu, and may you go 
through it with honour: and by his divinely 
inſtructed art, I became there corporally in- 
veſted; and was left by my etherial guide. 
The very ſhutting up a ſpiritual being in 
matter and darkneſs, is a great puniſhment, 
without the fuſs of being born, and 2971. 


all 
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and ſlowly acquiring ideas; for which the quick 
reliſn of young ſenſuality is but a poor com- 
penſation! The hiſtory of child-hood is but a 
poor driveling account of a proud man in his 
origin, till his reaſon is ſuffered to unfold it- 
ſelf; and his exit how little better! Not but 
infancy has its beauties, though but a little 
removed above the brute creation; whoſe ma- 
turity-is the child-hood of man! 


My father, who was a nobleman, uſed. every 
precaution to break my infancy under the yoke 
of Virtue. Indulged in his youth, he gave 


way himſelf to the debaucheries of Voluptu- 


ouſneſs; but being of a philoſophic turn, he 
law the folly of devoting his powers to Vice; 
and retiring to his country ſeat, reſolyed to 


reclaim himſelf, and marry a virtuous lady. 


But the pride of his heart now, as before his 
pleaſures, remonſtrated againſt the Chriſtian 
plan. Shallow as he knew human nature, 
compared to the ocean of eternity, he made 
imperfect paſſion-tinctured Reaſon, even the 


ſtandard of Deity; and what he could not com- 
prehend, he would not believe; a Sceptic in 


moſt things. Therefore he rejected a Meſ- 
fiah, becauſe- incompatible to the confined. 
ideas he had of the univerſe; though crouds 
of inconteſtable proofs crouded on the eye of 
Impartiality, to evince a wondrous, yet an 
abſolute truth; but prejudiced againſt the 
whole body of prieits, from the wickedneſs of 
a: 2 few, he winked at the very ſun of convic- 


b 2 tion. 
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tion. For this cauſe, he thought to refrain bo 
from Vice only out of fear, and be virtuous 


for the hope of reward, was mercenary, mean, 


and below the dignity of man; who ought to 


love Virtue for her own ſake, without any re- 


gard to her dowry; and flee Vice becauſe of 
her deformity : not philoſophically reflecting, 


that ſuch a being as-man, can at firſt be 


wrought upon only by fear and hope, thoſe 
great ſprings of actions; but ſoon the refined 
may act upon nobler principles, till they claim 
friendſhip even with Deity! 

When T came at proper age, my father re- 
ſolved to place me under the tuition of a wor- 


ty preceptor, in order to form my manners, 
and cultivate my mind; plant the ſeeds of 


Virtue, check the growth of Paſſions, inſtill 
noble principles; and rear to perfection the 
ſuperior tree of Reaſon ; that unobſtructed 
in the ſpring of youth, it might ſhoot forth 
its leaves, and ſpread its beautious bloſſoms, 
till it became loaded with ineſtimable fruit in 
the ſummer of man-hood. Accordingly a per- 


| ſon offered himſelf, bearing recommendations 


from a gentleman of judgment. My father, 
glad to have a man of learning, aſked him 


various queſtions in the ſciences, both to diſ- 
play his own erudition, and judge of the 


other's knowledge; but the tutor baulked all 


bis hope, by profeſſing ſuch a diſregard of the 
ſciences, as argued ignorance or ſingularity; 


and my father was on the pour of diſmiſſing: 
one 
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one of the beſt preceptors, becauſe he did not 
fall in with his humour. My mother, who 
vas a ſenſible worthy woman, ſaid, my lord, 
before the gentleman takes his leave, ſuppoſe 
you aſk him to relate his method of inſtruc- 
tion, for his recommendation beſpeaks him 
no common perſon. Sir, he ſaid, turning to 
the preceptor, be ſo kind as to indulge me 
with your plan of education. To which, 
bowing, he thus replied; I mean nothing 
more myſelf than to form a virtuous man up- 
on religious principles ; to render him in him- 
ſelf happy, and a uſeful member of ſociety. 
But I inquire for what the pupil is deſigned. 
If for the army, I get the beſt maſters to in- 
ſtruct him in all the arts relative to war. I 
propoſe to him the lives of great commanders ; 
point out their virtues and deficiencies, while I 
ſtrive to give true notions of heroiſm. If for 
the ſenate and cabinet, as a politician, I collect 
all my powers to conſider the nature of ga- 

ernment, in all its extenſive branches; the 
office and prerogative of the monarch; the 
liberty of the people; the ſtate of the nation, 
in regard to its laws, revenue, manufactories, 
commerce, internal conſtitution, and its con- 
nexion with foreign powers; with its ſtrength, 
whether naval or military: upon which ſub- 
jects my pupil ſhould learn the rudiments of 
ſenatorial eloquence. But for theſe, as well as 
to form a private gentleman, the whole efforts 
of all my powers ſhould be exerted faithfully | 
e | againſt 
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againſt every indulgence to Pleaſure, and af. 
ford no quarter to the. paſſions, giving Reaſon, 
every time they riſe uncalled, to daſh them 
down under feet, and keep them in due ſub- 
jection; as to eradicate them is impoſſible. 
Thus would I exalt Reaſon. But as alone ſite 
has but a precarious authority, I would make 
her ſubſervient to a power of ſuperior dignity, 
and that is Religion, who propoſes a refine- 
ment of ſoul, and a happineſs of celeſtial 
tranſcendency ; for this world is but the ſtage 
on which man acts; another muſt give him 
recompence. My father, who loved genero- 
ſity, ſaid, I was miſtaken fir: To your tuition 
F reſign my ſon, upon your own terms; it is 
ſufficient to regulate the heart, and: cultivate 
the underſtanding, ſo you keep clear of ſu- 
perſtition : the reſt is but ſecondary, the of- 
f ice of any ſchool-maſter. The tutor bowed, 
and the next day Þ was taken under his auſpi- 
eious influence. 

It is ſufficient to inform you,, that my tutor 
ſoon put his principles into action. Diſguſted 
with the city, my father deſigned that I ſhould 
make a figure as a country gentleman ; only 
coming to town occaſionally. . In proceſs of 
time I gradually obtained a habit of abſtinence, 
in oppoſition: to indulgence, and to refrain 
from every offering pleaſure; by which I gained 
a hardy tone of mind. I was ſoon convinced 
of the turpitude of Vice in all her voluptuous | 
pleaſures; and the deſirable amiableneſs of Vir- 
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tue: yet my governor took care to teach 
every thing from the mouth of friendſhip in 
a way of pleaſure; and by the affability of his 
temper, to learn me affability; ever declaring, 
that good- nature and benevolence, rendered 
the poſſeſſor a favourite of men and angels 
Firſt impreſſions are the elements of actions. 
When I arrived to man-hood, my preceptor, 
now my friend, told my father the ſureſt me- 
thod to preſerve my Soul in its native purity, 
was to fix my heart on ſome worthy lady. 
Convinced, he found one at laſt to his hope. 
Proper methods unknown to both were taken 


for our introduction. 


The ſcheme took ef- 


fect. We had congenial ſouls, and we ſoon 


fell in love with each other. 


My father ac- 


knowledging, forced by ſtubborn fact againſt 
the excuſes of plauſible Reaſon, that nothing 


cauſed the ſoul's contamination, ſo much as 


that 


painted enchantreſs Fornication and Va- 


nity; thoſe deceitful enemies, and firſt deſ- 
troyers of unguarded youth, who initiate them 
into the myſteries of wickedneſs, and make 
them the companions of every folly; till with 
the utmoſt treachery at laſt they perſuade Mi- 
ſery to pierce their infatuated devotees with 
Her keeneſt arrows! Now love had fixt my 
heart, the governor reſolved on a tour through 
foreign kingdoms, as travelling enlarges the 
_ -foul, by ſtocking the memory with ſubjetts of 
future utility; by filling the mind with-ade- 


Aunate ideas to things; and giving a gentle 


man- 


Uke 
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like knowledge; at the ſame time it poliſhes 


off the natural ruſt, contracted in the ignorance 
of partiality. He procured me a travelling 
tutor, going with me himſelf as a companion- 
father. We traverſt foreign nations, and re- 
marked their follies and vices, without imbijb- _ 
ing them; yet benefiting by their virtues. I 
was perſuaded to write a : journal of obſervati- 
on, on the polity, manners, trade, &c. of 
every country we entered, that was the leaſt 
connected or contiguous to my own ; by which 
means knowledge was more deeply unprinted, 
and my mind employed out of the reach of 
vanity. None of the devices uſed by the fair 
lovely courtezans could draw me aſtray, for 
my heart was aſſimilated to an object equally 
beautiful, with a mind that left them degraded : 
and it became a point of honour to keep it 
unpolluted : nor with ſuch a guide, could the 
luxurious teach me the compfaifance, to follow 
meanly their vicious examples. 

When I was at Paris, I aſſociated with ſome 
of the young French-nobility, to whom I had 
recommendations; and they kindly endea- 
voured to render me as polite, free, and ealy as 
themſelves ; to poliſh off the ſimplicity of my 
manners, which they termed ruſtic; and to 
rid me of ſome rooted prejudices, only proper 
for the vulgar : for which purpoſe they intro- 
duced me to the company of the lovelieſt la- 


. dies; elegantly Ne 0 confer, and 
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participate ſenſual pleaſure, diveſted of its 
grofineſs by the hand of Refinement. 1 

As 1 had vowed to the charmer of my ſoul, 
a fidelity which in her I expected, and as vir- 
tue glowed in my boſom, how great was their 
aſtoniſhment, when they perceived I declined 
amorous connexions! They looked upon it as 
a tacit reproach to their libertiſm; and they 
reſolved to render like themſelves, a perſon 
whom they enviouſly hated for daring to be 
more virtuous than themſelves. They formed 
a ſtratagem, but love ſaved me from the be- 
witching ambuſh. I was invited to partake of a 
banquet, made by one of the young noblemen, 
in honour of his arriving at age. The feſtive 
board was thrice loaded with ſumptuous colla- 
tions. The elements were ranſacked for the 
ſupply, and the charming aid of muſic was 
called in to heighten the feſtivity. 

After the feaſt was over, full of gaity, join- 
ing with the lovelieſt ladies formed to capti- 
vate the heart; we diverted ourſelves in the 
_ delightful exerciſe of dancing; every one ſe- 

lecting his partner. I choſe, or rather had 
aſſigned me, the moſt beautiful; who by nature 
and art, was well inſtructed to undo and be 
| undone. Here I found the graver ſentiments 

of my ſoul fiy off as a vapour; its tone relaxed, 
and as it were, pleaſingly unnerved ; while a 
certain livelineſs animated my form, and vivi- 
fied my ſpirits, The evening advancing, and 
the banquet perfected at the noble deſart, 
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amidſt delicious and ſparkling wines ; the com- 
pany ſeperated, and only a ſelect party of 
choice ſpirits remained. Sweet 18 to throw 
Virtue off her guard! 
Night now approached, we adjourned 3 In a 
rand ſaloon, to crown the whole by devoting 
ourſelves to the orgies of Bacchus. Difagree- 
able as it was to my plan, I found, amidſt 
their perſuaſions, which carried the force of 
commands, I could not leave them without be- 


ing guilty of an obſtinancy, which they termed 


unpardonable. Placed round the jovial board, 
we ſang, we paſt a thouſand witty jeſts; told 
the comic ſtory; and circulating the briſk 


bottle to unnumbered toaſts; gay mirth broke 


into peals of laughter, while fickle amuſment, 


for the ſake of variety, aſſumed a phy loſophic 


air, delineating the ſeat of pleaſure, enquiring 
after the origin of things; till half maudlin 
ſhe glanced on topics of religion, glad to 
catch occaſion to fortify herſelf in the deſire of 
its being all a farce. 

Onelearnedly provedit was only aſtateſman' $ 
trick, to keep the people in awe of powers 
they derided; in order the more ſecurely to 
rivet the fetters of their ſlavery: another, that 


it was nothing but prieſt-craft working upon 


the heart of manprone to ſuperſtition, to com- 
pound by the obſervance of a few rediculous 


rituals, for the indulgence of every crime, 
and pacify conſcience; by which prieſts became 


maintained in idleneſs. Others inſiſted, that 


the religion of nature was ſufficient, without 
revelation, 
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revelation, and the ſanction of hereafter ; that 
from a conſciouſneſs to the beauty and defor- 
mity in actions, and the impreſſions of con- 


ſcience, man knew the right and wrong in 


things, and was directed in his choice. While 
the reſt covertly inſiſted all things were pro- 
duced by the fortuitous concourſe of atoms, 
without the intervention of ſuperior powers, 
if ſuch there were: or if erected by a ſu- 
preme agent, that too happy to regard or 


trouble himſelf with a world ſo trifling, he left 
_ all to chance; and exiſtence ceaſing with this 


life, the only wiſdom was enjoyment ; to prove 
all which, the trumpe ry, the wicked, the uſeleſs 


rites of preſent prieſts were produced, on which 


they vilely dared to place falvation. Some of 
theſe arguments proving a part was falie, in- 
duced me to doubt whether all was not wrong. 


Thus the night paſt away, and ſufficiently 


inebriated, we went to ſleep. The apartment 


alloted to my repoſe was elegant. I had not 
been long in bed before the partner of my 
dance appeared in a charming undreſs. She 
ſaid, T am come to ſleep with my lord; and 
without much ceremony, to my aſtoniſhmenr, 
I found her at my fide; and, though ſtruck 


with the elegance of her form, I was ſhocked 


with the indelicacy of her ſoul, and diſguſted 


with the idea, that ſhe was forced upon my 
palate; yet too complaiſant to command her 


to withdraw, At that time the liquor, to which 


my ſtomach was unuſed, made me extremely 


Cen: ſick; 
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ſick; and Bacchus, inſtead of raiſing, quench- 
ed the fame of ſoft deſire. Then it was that 


the ſpotleſs virgin, whom my heart adored, 


ruſhed all beautiful in idea upon my ſoul, as 
in a viſion; and painting as it were on my mind, 

drew the picture of a baſe compliance to 
a ſtrumpet, whoſe purchaſed love was conta- 
mination; and then delineated the beauty of 
virtuous forbearance, in its moſt blooming co- 
lours ; that I reſolved, with no great force upon 
inclination, to reject the offered favours of the 
diſappointed fair one: and complaining of 
ſickneſs, I turned away to ſleep in ſpite of re- 
proach. Diſpleaſed with the whole proceſs, 
early in the morning I aroſe, leaving my part- 
ner aſleep; and taking my horſe before my 
boon companions were up, I rode home, proud 


of my conqueſt, and by my governor applaud- 


ed; who, indeed, yielded to my going with 
great reluctance: 


Thus more and more I fortified myſelf with 


a determination, not to mingle the impure 
ſtreams of deſire, with that refined one of love; 
and to offer the hope of my ſoul an undivided 
heart. Virtue declares there is no action more 
heroic, than to ſubdue, under the dominion of 
Reaſon, that reſtleſs paſſion; who prevailing 
over the heart, makes the verieſt ſlaves of filly 


"mortals; but too much confidence in my own 


power, had almoſt thrown me.off my ouard, 


and laid me open to inceſſant Temptation. 
A. gentleman, 


ES. 
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Adgentleman, who behaved very friendly to 
me while I was in Italy, and who was very free 
in his amours, had a charming wife. She had 
no ſcruple in herſelf, to make retaliation on 
her huſband's infidelity, and pitched upon me 
for the object. In every viſit I made her, ſhe 
paid me uncommon regard. She ſoon fami- 
liarized me to her agreeable freedoms, and, by 
her attention to oblige me, and be obliged 
with every genteel inſtance of my politeneſs ; 
| ſhe inſenſibly made her company neceſſary to 

my vacant hours, gained on my fancy by her 
ſoft allurements, and raiſed in my breaſt a 
thouſand unknown wiſhes. If Virtue and 
generous Love, remopſtrated againſt the 
pleaſure I enjoyed in her converſation, I re- 
ferred them to my late atchievements over 
Vice; declaring, I had no ill deſign, and 
_ complaining it was hard, if ſome little indul- 
gence might not be granted to my youth. We 
cannot be neutral between Virtue and Vice; 
we muſt give up one for the ſake of the other ! 
The lady's deſign ripening, ſhe invited me 
to partake of a ſmall collation in a ſweet villa, 
her huſband had dedicated to pleaſure, on the 
banks of a delightful river. My preceptor 
was gone to ſee a friend for ſeveral days, but 
adviſed me not to truſt myſelf too much with 
ſuch a pretty woman, ever dangerous to the 
heart; contrary to which, my travelling tutor, 
knowing which way inclination drew me, cloſed 
in with my wiſhes, and adviſed me to purſue 
WE. a 
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my deſire. Reaſon in a moment brought to- 
gether, and compared their claſhing advice, 
and, though ſhe pointed out the honeſty of the 
firſt, youth, gaity, and pleaſure, carried it 
againſt her; and I followed the ſecond; though 
at the ſame time, the perſon that gave it, I 
deſpiſed. Such inconſiſtencies paſſing within 
ourſelves ! „ 

The lady was at the villa before me, and 
when I came, bluſhing, ſhe received me with 
a moſt bewitching politeneſs; and indeed it 
is extremely flattering to ſelf- love, to find on 
one's: ſelf, a beautious lady place her whole at- 
tention. I was conducted by a female, within 
an elegant little temple, which only admitted 
light from a gilded cupola above, all below 
being pannelled with glowing paintings of all 
the naked goddeſſes, in poſitions the moſt be- 
witching. Feſtooned curtains of gauſy Perſian, 
fell lightly over the gilded entablatures, on 


which the painter's amorous pencil had de- 


lineated the loves of Venus, with Adonis, 
Mars, and Anchiſes; inſpired by the powers 
of indecency, fatal to the eye of Virtue. 

As I advanced, I beheld my charmer on a 


velvet couch, ſweetly recumbent, while a flow- 


ing veſture of pink fatin, fringed with filver, 
careleſſly concealed the beauties of her perſon. 
She was ſtudying over a book of tender 


amours. When I was entered, ſhe gently 
raiſed up her head, crowned with flowers, and 


ſupported by a neck of poliſhed ivory. She 
8 tenderly 
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tendetly reproached me for being ſo long in 
coming, as every minute ſeemed an age to her 
civility. - I excuſed myſelf in the utmoſt con- 
_ fuſion, and with faultering accents, told her 
my heart poſted before me. She received the 
compliment with a languiſhing air of gratitude, 
and taking my trembling hand between hers, 
replied in a voice muſically ſoft, and which 
thrilled to my very ſoul; ah, gentle youth! but 
you have the magic power both to wound and 
cure my heart. Then glancing on mine her 
brilliant eyes, ſhe made me fit down on the 
ſofa; at which her robe fell gently off her 
neck, and revealed the fineſt, faireit boſom in 
nature, which attracted my trembling eyes, 
and fixt me gazing, loſt in rapture. 
Alfter I had devoured, with eager glances, 
the matchleſs elegance of the moſt beautiful 


boſom, ſhe ſmiling, chid me, ſaying, ah, ſignior, 
why do you refuſe to give me up my robe? 
bending, as if to gather it from the carpet : 
at which, I lightly folded it over her ivory 
ſhoulder, and ſhe preſt my delighted hand, as 
if by accident, on her panting neck. What 
were then the feelings, flaſhing over my 
trembling frame, thus urged by my fluttering 
ſpirits, on my living nerves! I was no more 
myſelf, My knees ſmote together. I knelt, 
as ſhe reclined on the ſofa, and involuntarily 
placed my cheek near hers; I found with un- 
ſpeakable ſenſibility her ruby lips to mine 
preſt cloſe, and all my whole powers were 

| Bo overſpread 
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overſpread with an intoxicating delirium! 
Strange diſorder | Sweet infatuation ! Danger- 
ous trial. 

But ere I was loſt, the ſervant came in, 
and declared her maſter was in fight; at 
which, the miſt of folly fell off my eyes. 
I now trembled for my life. The lady open- 
ed a little door, and cryed, fly my love, and 1 


went, concealing myſelf among fome fhrubs, 


by the ſide of the river. Then bitterly re- 
proaching myſelf, ah villain, I cried, you was 
on the point of committing the baſeſt action, 


mw the ſacred right of hoſpitahty ; of 


ging thy friend in the tendereſt point, 


5 ſtaining thy ſoul with adultery; which all 


the good actions in life cannot obliterate, and 
for which, death is ſcarcely an adequate pu- 
niſhment. Thus ſtung by the keen arrows of 
remorſe, I reſolved never to run myſelf again 
in ſuch dangers, and J left Italy as ſoon as 


poſſible. Happy 7 on which my fate 


ever after was erected? 

At length I returned to my native oil uſt 
before my dear father departed this life 
Glad of my arrival ere his deceafe, he re- 
ceived me with parental joy. Now my fon, 


he ſaid, you are going to launch upon your 


own bottom into a new world, from which 1 
am receding as faſt as poſſible. J hope you 


will be greatly benefited by the wife inſtruc- 


tions which you received from my affection, 


and your tutor's ſagacity; and truſt that you 


will 
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will make the voyage of life not only happy; 
but honourable: that you will avoid the tem- 
peſtuous ſeas of Ambition; ſteer cautiouſly 
through the rocks of Temptation; fail faſt 
away Ram the deluſive quickſands of Pleaſure, 
nor ever dare to approach the horrid gulf of 
Wickedneſs. Believe me, it would give me the 
moſt ſenſible affliction, if my ſhade, anxious 
of thy welfare, hoyering around thy paths, 
ſhotild find thee ſporting with the deceitful 
gale of Fortune, filling the ſilken fails of 
youth's gay barge in the rock-hidden eddies 
of voluptuous Luxury, which often involve to 
deſtruction. I replied, Oh my father, aſſure 
yourſelf, while on this earth I exiſt, I will al- 
ways live worthy the great education, by 
which you have cultivated my youthful mind. 
He kiſt me---gave me his paternal blefſing--- 
and he was numbered among the dead. 
My good tutor often viſited, and gave me 
comfort, for the loſs of ſo affectionate a father. 
One day as we were walking in the garden, 
and I was gratefully recounting the advan- 
tages received, by the ſublime ſentiments. 
which he inculcated, he ſaid, I muſt ſoon 
leave you to your own government; and in- 
& deed, I think few young noblemen are ſo fit 
as yourſelf to be maſter of their actions. But 
I defire you to go within three days, to thoſe 
rocky mountains, at the termination of your 
eſtates; which overlook a fine arm of the ſea; 
where large ſhips, buckling to the wind, ſail 
Vor. II. „ majeſtic 
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majeſtic. There in a grotto, ſecluded from 
the cares and torments of an anxious world, 
you will behold a venerable hermit: go to 
him, and liſten to his counſel. He is humble, 
virtuous, and benevolent; and what he ſpeaks 
is from his underſtanding. I ſaid, be aſſured 
J will wait on this recluſe; and my preceptcr 

left me. e VNN 


The Sage's laft Infiraftion to his Pupil. 
A Moral Painting. 


Accordingly I went in time to the well- 
known rocks, where my tutor delighting to 
deliver his more auguſt opinions, often led 
me a willing companion to the pleaſing ſoli- 
tude. I entered through a rude arch, which 
opened towardsan alley of crumbling hills, whoſe 
gay vicinity was a vale, refreſhed by irriguous 
rocks and hills, ſolitarily romantic; delivering 
various little rills, the prattling off-ſpring of 
rain. Deep within one of theſe rocks, time 
ad hollowed a large grotto ; around which, the 
2 hermit's curious fingers had neatly cemented 
odly twiſted ſhells, mother of pearl, and coral, 

inmixt with moſs. _ | 
When I entered the verdured platform, 
forth came the ſage, venerable with his flowing 
garb, great age, and ſilver beard; and thus he 
accoſted me: O youth, I expected thy ap- 
proach, and underſtand you are entering the 
theatre of life, willing to hear . 
| | | en 


Tix BONZE 20g 


Then attend to humble experience, who will 


| deliver the words of integrity. And thus he 


broke forth, as if divinely inſpired: Oh invalu- 
able Religion, equally averſe to falſe Hypocriſy, 


and cruel Superſtition, what language can ex- 


preſs thy matchleſs beauty! In all thy ſteps, 
thou art full of grace! Thy awful words, 


important with inſtruction to thy obedient 


ſons, are ſweet with heavenly muſic! On thy 


left hand, as thy companion 1s everlaſting Jut- 
tice, whoſe moſt terrible ſanctions guilt hears 
and trembies; while thy right 1s graced with 
univerſal Benevolence, diſpenſing rewards and 


bleſſings. But in all thy actions, how bright- 
ly ſhines the ſplendour of Divinity! Happy 


the youth who treads thy ſacred paths. 

The native meanneſs of Vice diſcovers itſelf, 
the moment ſhe js ſeen ! nor can the glories of 
a ſuperb palace, dignify her internal ſordid- 


neſs! If lively Wit gives a gloſſy varniſh to 
| her painted beauty, while he ſneers at fair 
| Religion; and Pleaſure's ſelf ſtrews her paths 
with delicious ſweets; yet her air, even then, 


is deſpicable, nor can ſhe cover all her defor- 
mity : But what a monſter ſhe appears, when 
ſhe ſtabs in the dark her deluded votaries 
Sweet matron Virtue, parent of Innocence, 
thou beſt guardian of youth, thou giveſt a 
godlike nobility to thy dutious ſons; who 
though in'diſtreſs, and cloathed in the garb of 


Poverty, riſe with ſuperior eminence above 


the moſt lofty of monarchs, if vicious; even 


Wan When 
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when he is veſted in gorgeous robes, ſeated on 
the throne of magnificence, and adored by 
half a ſlaviſn world in humble proftrations ! 

Too lovely Fornication is the fatal teſt of 
mortal obedience, and the firſt ruinatreſs of 
Joy-demanding youth, enemies to wholeſome, 
though plain forbearance ! She clips the wings 
of the ſoul plunged in ſenſuality, and pre- 
vents its ſoaring to its native heaven. In her 
ready hand ſhe holds a cup of rich delight, 
ſweetly attractive to the young and gay; 
while a thouſand beautiful nymphs, daughters 
of F rolic, wait in every convenient avenue, 
who invite to the banquet of Voluptuouſneſs; 
and give the intoxicating draught, which to 
the eager taſte affords delicious tranſports 
But Oh, the ſweet infection too often runs 
poiſonous through the veins; but always con- 
taminates the ſoul; and in proportion to in- 
dulgence, ſhe mingles every crime in her feſti- 
vals, till ſhe pollutes and debaſes the very ſta- 
mina of exiſtence! To oppoſe all her alluring 
blandiſhments, is to be ſomewhat more than 
man! To be her ſlave, is to be ſomething 
worſe than beaſt! Oh fly, ere too late, ye gay, 
her charms illuſive! 

Theſe powers, Oh youth, to ſhew of what 
_ conſequence thou art in the order of beings, 
court thy obedience. Thou canſt not enter 
into life with indifference. Make then your 
choice as a rational creature; for on your firſt 


e into life, your all panda And who in 
* a courſe 
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2 courſe of habitual folly, if even convinced 
of its turpitude, can forſake the ſweet blan- 
diſhments of lawleſs delight, laboriouſſy op- 
pole clamorous paſſions and appetites, that 
demand gratification ; and take on himſelf the 
fatigues and toils enjoined by a rigid Virtue? 
Aſk the heedleſs wretch, running down a 
ſteep mountain, under which are threatenin 
gulfs, if he can ſtop himſelf! Such are the 
habitually vicious. | 
| Lo! in a meditative poſture, poring on 
the earth, ſpecious Philoſophy appears in the 
habit of Reaſon. Following what he calls na- 
ture, he has tired himſelf in the gardens of 
Senſuality ; he has taſted her forbidden fruits, 


too delicious to be given up; and now his 


mind taking its turn to think, hark, he begins 


thus exulting, to give vent to thought. This 
one glorious axiom---the ſoul is mortal---over- 
throws, and utterly demoliſhes, all the im- 
menſe labours of ages, raiſed by the hands of 
prieſt-craft, politicians, and moraliſts. Fear, 
then begone, let us eat, drink, and be merry, 
for to-morrow we die---neyer to live again.--- 
But a word with this philoſopher. Hark, you 
---ſuppoſe we ſhould exiſt again, and be an- 
ſwerable for our actions—what then? Ah! the 
queſtion ſtaggers him---and proudly wrapping 
himſelf in his ſilken veſture, he deigns not to 
give an anſwer Poor Eſau, that gave away his 
birth-right for a meſs of pottage _ 


Fd 
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So to the world, O youth, and aſk their 
opinion of riches, and they will ſay, that thoſe 
who are bleſt with noble appellations, and am- 
ple fortunes, are the favourites of Providence; 
but the poor, and the unfortunate, are the 
out- caſts of heaven. But ſtop- let me argue 
with you---this is a groſs miſtake, for to ſhew 
how deſpicable riches are in the eye of the king 
of kings, he frequently ſuffers the greateſt 
ſcoundrels, the worſt of ſtewards, to poſſeſs 
them a few years; and prevents not the vileit 
to reach proſperity | But the poor, the unfor- 
tunate, the ſufferer, and oppreſt, if virtuous; 
if witely giving up a world, not in their pow- 
er to enjoy, they ſhould gain the god-like am- 
bition to aſpire after immortal riches and 
pleaſure, they are the darlings of Jehovah, 
in whoſe glorious kingdom he prepares ſceptres, 
thrones, and ſtarry diadems; beſtowing which 
on his faithful offspring, it will become an 
honour too great, for proud earthly monarchs 
to kneel and kiſs their foot-ftool, 
Supoſe if you will, the greateſt of all im- 
poſſibilities, that there is no God, that all 
things happen by mere chance; and that there 
is no hereafter : yet if you aſk the wiſe man, that 
is impartial, full of years and experience, 
what ſhall I do in this world to be happy? 
he will adviſe you to refrain from vice and 
folly, as much as poſſible, and be good and 
virtuous; for the firſt, in the long run, naturally 
lead to wretchedneſs of one kind or other [ 

ro an 
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and the laſt generally conduct to happineſs. 
But to hazard eternity, for the ſake of a few 
moments, is madneſs. Mah was not ſent into 
the world altogether for enjoyment. Our ac- 
tions in this tranſitory ſtate, will have ſo great 
an influence on the next, as to determine the 
pleaſure or pain of an exiſtence, whoſe com- 
| pariſon to this, riſes more than an ocean to a 
drop of water! Nothing is mortal, or. to be 
_ annihilated, matter itſelf may only be ſepa- 
rated; but the foul having indiviſibility, will 
naturally be always alive, and ever ſuſceptible 
of pain or pleaſure} He who prudently ab- 
ſtains from lawleſs delight, will gain the art to 
render pleaſure always pleaſurable; but he 
who riotouſlly indulges, will often meet pain 
inſtead of pleaſure, and run a chance to loſe 
| happineſs even here---But what will be his 
hazard hereafter! This being a ſtate of pro- 
bation, the»moſt glorious victory is the con- 
queſt of the paſſions: but when a man arrives 
at benevolence, he ſhines down a god upon 
human-nature; while he who boldly gratifies 
all his propenſities, and wallows in folly, is 
often degraded beneath the brute creation! 
He ended, I bowed grateful---but what was 
my ſurpriſe, when the ſage pulling off his 
beard, diſcovered himfelf to be my governor ! 


| Ah, my father, I cried, let me dwell with you 


in this calm retreat. No, he replied, it muſt 
not be, Go, and ſhine uſeful to a world, that 
cannot ſpare thee, I have done my duty: 
Os let 


208 Tn BONZE 

let me live to myſelf, and my god. As we 
parted, the kiſs of affection was imprinted on 
the farherly cheeks of old age, by the roſy 
lip of youth; while the tear of  tendernels 


flowed from our honeſt eyes, which ſpoke in 


filent eloquence, the ſoul of fenfibility---and 
as I retired, I ſaid, I will come, O my friend, 
a humble viſitant: to which he replied, you 
will always be received with gladneſs. 


Now, being maſter of my own actions, Ire- | 


ſolved to enjoy the world, without forfeiting 


my integrity. I married the deſire of my ſoul; 


and found her poſſeſſing all the good qua- 
lities, and excellencies of her ſex. With her 
J experienced a felicity ſuperior to thoſe, who 
have a ſerag of a whole city of women! 1 
built me a imail, but elegant houſe, in a de- 
lightful ſituation. Without being ſuperfluous, 
I hved in- hoſpitable plenty. Men of genius 
and taſte, were ever the moſt welcome viſi- 
tants. We omitted no divertiſements in the 
bounds of honour, in friendly viſits, honeſt 
balls, and natural feaſts. Mean time, the poor 
ten miles round the fphere of Benevolence's 
activity, were daily benefited by the donations 
of Charity. Fair Liberality opened her ſtores 
to relieve any family in diſtreſs; and to aſſiſt 
and patronize the promiſing; in the paths of 
good fortune. All creatures around me, felt 


the cheering influence of my happineſs. I 


hurt nothing in nature, and took a pleaſure in 
doing every thing good. Is not this, ye proud 
= wWorldlings, 


1 
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worldlings, a life more truly delectable than 
that of yours, which runs headlong into excels 


of pleaſure? Are not all your boaſted enjoy- 
ments embirtered by ſome painful reflection, 


or woven with ſome inextricable perplexity ? 


Does not ambition drag you to deſperate danger, 
or entangle you in a million of painful anxie- 


ties? Does not Voluptuouſneſs pall your bliſs, 


ſatiate your enjoyments, wear away your 
health and fortune; and giving you more pain 
than pleaſure in the end; inſtead of making 


you good, do they not render you evil beings ? 


till giving up a glorious immortality, you 
confide in the nothingneſs of annihilation, and 
become utterly unprincipled! Here rich and 
great, are poor and little. 0˙* 

Thus I lived the life of a nibral man, unit- 
ing pleaſure with rectitude; by. which I was 
prepared one ſtep more towards that delicate 
renovation of ſoul, which alone can fit us for 

celeſtial habitations, and the aſſociation of an- 
gelic beings: which far from being viſionary, 
is the moſt rational, as well as t $A moſt re- 
fined philoſophy in ethics. I was ſummoned 
away from earth, at a time, when heaven itſelf 
had not charms ſufficient to make me form a 
wiſh of quitting life; but mortals muſt obey 
the inevitable decree; and I bid once- more 
adieu to this nocturnal ſphere. But while the 
fallen powers, who delight to afflict mortals, 


| by For. Il. were ſtriving to put out the 


Ee .. -.. genial 
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genial warmth of animation; to diſperſe the 
breath of life that fans the vital flame; ſtop the 
laborious heart, and {till the working lungs; 
while others ſuppreſt the fountain of exiſtence, 
obſtructing the rich ſtream, till by petrific 
coldneſs the tide ſtood ſtill congealed, no more 
a fluid; while pain chaced the flying ſpirits 
through every nerve: the better powers, wit- 
neſſing to reſignation, cheered the conflict- 
ing ſoul with ſoft airs, till releaſed from its 
agonizing rack, they received it joyful; bear- 
ing me aloft, to the throne of the arch-angel 
of tranſmigration. What aſtoniſhment ſeized 
me, when quitting my body, I fluttered into 
another manner of exiſtence, before I gained 
the upper regions 


| The Fifteenth TRANSMIGR ATION. 
AN AsTRONoMic HyPorTHEsSts. 


With the ſtep of humility, I accoſted earth's 
imperial guardian, who reclined aloft, be- 
neath a canopy of ſtate on a ſilken carpet; 
his noble peers below, circling his foot-ſteps 
recumbent, as met in council. At my en- 
trance, finiſhing their deliberations, he bade 
me be ſeated on the velveted ſteps of his 
throne; and he thus aſſumed diſcourſe: though 
the angelic ſpirit was at once contaminated, 
it 1s by a long progreſſion that it can become 
purified; therefore you are to go through ſta- 

| | 9 | tions 


8 


Where then the praiſe of thy beſt obedience? 
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tions of improvement, world after world; as 
well as encounter probation on the terraque- 
ous globe; or be tranſmigrated through va- 
rious terrene animals, in a way. of correction. 
As a man, you encountered temptation on 
your laſt ſtage of trial, with tolerable credit; 
but truſting too little in the ſupreme Being; 
diſregarding divine aſſiſtance, and rejecting 
the glorious plan of redemption in a godlike 
Saviour; you cannot receive the benefit of his 
merit, efficaciouſly imputed, daring to ſtand 
upon thy own bottom: for look on the tablet 
of your conſcience, and conſider if yourſelf, 
or any mortal can worthily ſtand before the 


immaculate Deity, who is of purer eyes to 


behold iniquity! Plead what thou wilt, wert 
thou ever ſo perfect, thou couldſt but do thy 


duty: but when thou diſt thy beſt, alas, how 


inadequate were thy nobleſt actions, and thy 
moſt generous thoughts !---How far ſhort of 
rectitude! while imperfection mingled with 
thy utmoſt exaltation of ſoul. But on the 
other hand, concurring with the frailty of hu- 
man-nature, declining with temptation, and 
too oft indulging to the bewitching folly of illi- 
cit pleaſure, how many evil actions have ſtained 


= thy guilty heartin private half repented; though 


in general you avoided the groſſer claſs of evils! 
How many good acts you ſhould have done, 
you have omitted, neglecting known duties 
to yourſelf, your God, and your neighbour! 


E e 2 but 
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but how canſt thou ſave thyſelf from puniſh- 
ment, due to evil commiſſions, not accepting 
an offered propitiator; when there was ſuffi- 
cient evidence given to attach your belief? for 
had you done your part, adequate to the inte- 
reſting ſubject, there was nothing wanting on 
the part of heaven. You appealed to your 
boaſted Reaſon, and ſhe condemns thee; de- 
claring againſt you all, that it is by adhering 
to her enemies the paſſions, and for the ſake 
of pride, or voluptuouſneſs, that you reject a 
ſcheme of the higheſt rationality; and then 
lay all the blame on a reaſon, that was not 
impartially conſulted, but often forced to give 
ſanctions to reſolves deduced by artifice! But 
your condemnation is the greater, that having 
time, and the means in your hand, you ne- 
glected to perfect the enquiry. pet. 
Happy then, O ſpin, it is for thee, that 
having a moral education, and a happy lot to 
be placed out of the high roads of temptation, 
you eſcaped the viler evils that pollute man- 
kind; by which your puniſhment is ſhortened. 
Therefore, you are to be inducted an inhabi- 
tant of the planet Jupiter, which travelling 
round the central ſun, at a greater diſtance 
than yonder earthly globe, receives not ſo 


lucid a portion of his bright beams, nor is ſo 


- ſtrongly heated by its fervours. In that ex- 
tenſive world you are to be placed, and as you 
have fo intirely reſted on reaſon, you are doom- 
ed to its laborious inveſtigations. Your con- 
1 | tinuance 
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tinuance will be in proportion to the improve- 
ment of your faculties, and your advance- 
ment in true knowledge: in which, if you 
prove ſucceſsful, though in your next proba- 

tion, the tablet of remembrance will be hut, 

but not obliterated; it may adapt your na- 
ture, to go through trial more ſpiritually. 

Then all your improvement remembered in 
the intermediate ſtation, you may there be- 
come fitted to receive the grand benfits of the 
glorious Meſſiah; and capacitated for the ſtu- 
pendous admiſſion again, into the loſt ſeats of 
eternal felicity; regained by the god- like cap- 
tain of Salvation. 

So ſaying, the potent domination required 
the chariot of Jupiter, and ſtrait rolled towards 
the marbled portico, a magnificent car, beau- 

tifully conſtructed for every poſition ; whether 

to ſtand, to fit, or recline; pavilionedover-head 
with a rich cupola, from which depended va- 
rious curtains, elegantly feſtooned. Together 
we aſcended the grand machine, which, by 
the vital energy of Abdiel, moved obedient 
to his will, through opening clouds, far 
launching from the ſun ſurrounded by a band 
of angels, willing to AY their chief in 

his wide excurſions. 5 

As we journeyed onward, various powers 
met us, and gave Abdiel account of their 
governments; and receiving his orders return- 
ed to their ſeveral occupations. It being the 
of Abdiel, to pay duriful obedience 
to 
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to the commands of his ſupreme ord, to do 
all the good in his power, and keep up order 
in the-works of creation. So it is the deſire of 
the Satanic powers; ever diſobedient to the will 
of heaven, to do evil; and throw all nature in- 
to confuſion : for which, with their leader at 


their head, they are indefatigable as far as 


their bounds reach, to find occafion to invert 
order; and perform acts of hurt and malig- 
nancy. Often we beheld them ſkulking de- 
vious, vulture like on wing; now here, now 
there, blackened in a ſphere of darkneſs 


concomitant to their fpirit, and expreſſive 


of their meditative miſery: but when 
ftarting they beheld our radiated vehicle 
of ſp lendour, with envy and powerleſs malice 


e they ſunk deeply dropping, like 


inferior kinds: beneath the towering eagle, 


climbing up the glorious path of refulgent 
Phoebus! = 

When we approached the vaſt atmoſphere 
of Jupiter, we were accoſted by the guardian 
angels, that under Abdiel's influence, preſide 


over that extenſive world, and its fatellites; 


directing the fate of nations, and carrying 
on the ſtated laws of nature. Abdiel con- 


ſigned me over to the chief angel; and bid- 


ding us a kind adieu, he poſted away far on- 


| ward 3 in the regions of cold, to the . | 


orb of Saturn; and his rapid car left a trail of 
fire in his courſe, like a ſhooting ſtar. Imme- 


diately the angel of Jupiter carried me into 
| one 
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one of the moons, that enlighten the elſe too 
dark regions of that cold planet. Every ſpirit 
has naturally a kind of congenial ſubtile 
covering of ether, that compactly circum- 


ſcribes the elſe extenſive mind; which like the 


acute fire of lightning, next to the ſwittneſs 
of thought, pervades almoſt every material 
obſtruction. The angel placed me in the gar- 


dens of nativity, under the tutorage of ſages, 


venerable for their wiſdom, goodnels, and in- 
tegrity z whoſe office is to watch the vivifi- 
cation of Jupiter's future inhabitants, provide 


them like parents with nutriment, and inſtruct 


them happily to carry on their exiſtence. 
Before I was left by the angel, he wrapt 
around me filaments of the fineſt texture, 


compoſed of the particles floating in the atmoſ- 


phere ; and then he depoſited me in a fragrant 
bed of flowers, covered with leaves, to defend. 
from any inclemency of weather; yet ſuffi- 


ciently open to receive the ſoft warm beams of 
the ſun, which darted down to revive me to 


life; as I was left in a profound ſleep, out of 


which, but partially awake, I ſhould retain a 


forgetfulneſs of a prior exiſtence. At length, 
ſtruggling as it were into birth, I broke thro' 
my integument, and with pleaſing aſtoniſh- 
ment beheld glorious light, and ſurrounding 


objects, joyfully finding myſelf in a new 


world. So the caterpillar enfolds himſelf, and 


lays for ſome time cloſely conglutinated as in 


a kind of tomb, dying in a ſleep of forgetful- 
bs PE = os; 
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neſs; till prolifice Sol, with beams revivifying, 


awake him to a new life; and burſting from 


invelopment, he becomes of flies the moſt 
beautiful, diſplaying his golden wings, flying 
playful in the buxom gale, and ſipping dew 
from cups of blooming flowers! I naturally 
adhered to my foſter-parents; from their kind 
hands received ſuſtenance, and from their ex- 
perienced lips, heard inſtruction; by which, 
in a few days I arrived ſo far perfective of my 


nature, as to be on a par with a young man, 
occupied chiefly in country affairs, both in re- 


gard to knowledge, capacity, and form: for 
our ſhape is very near the human model; and 
in proportion as we grow ein wiſdom, ſoft plu- 
my wings begin to bud from our ſhoulders; 


like the velveted protuberance of a young 


ſtag's branching antlers, for honour and de- 
fence. | 

When I was properly initiated, ſtretching 
their own broad pinions, and uſing. a won- 
drous machine, they introduced me to the bo- 
dy of Jupiter; and received by a ſelect party, 
appointed for that purpoſe, I foon became fa- 
miliarized to their language, ſentiments, and 
manners. In a world ſo remote from the ſub- 
lime fountain of light and heat, that greateſt 


of bleſſings to every exiſtence in the ſyſtem; 


it cannot be ſuppoſed the inhabitants poſſeſs 


- paſſions and appetites, of a nature ſo ardent as 


thoſe, which are appendant to human beings. 


The people of Jupiter, of a larger and more 


robuſt 
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robuſt form than thoſe on the earth, have not 
your vivacity. Like men in ſhape, their intel- 
lectual ſtructure bears towards them a great re- 

ſemblance; but being leſs biaſſed by "paſſion, 
they have a greater propenſity towards know- 
ledge, and the improvements of mental facul- 
ties. As the earth among the planets is the 
only world, where life ſo infinitely varies it- 
"RE mh ſuch countleſs ſpecies of forms, from 
_ claſſes imperceptible, to thoſe of ſize enor- 
mous; and where every rank propagates its 
kind, by copulation; there are no females 
in Jupiter, nor any animals: which are beings 
in a ſtate of ſufferings, for which none of the 
planets are peculiarly appropriated, except 
the earth; where a mixt ſyſtem prevails of pain, 
pleaſure, and probation; and the Comets, 
which are principally priſons aſſigned for of- 
| fences tranſacted on earth. 

Though the Jupiterians have not a delicate 
ſenſibility, elegance of taſte, nor reciprocate 
pleaſure with that lively cheerfulneſs which 
renders converſation agreeable; yet to ſound 
Judgments they poſſeſs ſolid ſenſe, indefati- 
gable in the inveſtigation of knowledge; and 
are a body of philoſophers gradually pro- 
ceeding from the firſt ſtep of wiſdom, through 
the works of creation, to the firſt ſublime _ 
cauſe; by which their time is principally em- 
| ployed in ſtudy, divulging their endleſs re- 
ſearches, and ocially aſſembling in conyeni- 


ent bodies, diſcourſing upon noble ſubjects. 
Vor. II. FE” Diſcord, 


' 
Diſcord, nor more pernicious Envy, ſhake not 
over them their fiery torches, to incorporate 
their malignant principles. Their hearts not 
being ſuſhciently ſmall to cavil with outrage 
at little errors, that are covered with a croud 
of excellencies; they are of a nature ſuffici- 
ently exalted, to admire and give merit due 
Praiſe. Thus they never torment themſelves 
at the ſight of ſuperior genius. At night, as 
A relief to ſeverer ſtudies, they unbend the 
mind in cheerful diſcourſes ; ſupport nature in 
frugal feaſts from their gardens, which in due 
time they cultivate, and hke mankind they re- 
<rult their ſpirits in the ſweet repoſe of ſleep. 
The world of Jupiter is equally partitioned 
in a hundred republics, harmonious in one 
only expreſſive language. Every region is di- 
vided into twenty tracts, each of which ſelects 
one perſon, who, aſſembling with the others, 
carry on the little buſineſs of the nation, for a 
year. Every individual has an equal piece of 
ground allotted for his own ſubſiſtence, in 
which-he erects, with aſſiſting neighbours, 5 
ways willing to lend a helping hand, a conve- 
nient cottage to his own taſte ; and never be- 
ing enfeebled by age, nor emaciated by in- 
temperance,” the well-taught cultivation of 
his ſufficient ſpot, proves at once a ſalutary, 
and an agreeable amuſement. None by ex- 
preſs law can alienate his poſſeſſion, and there- 
fore none can accumulate; by which univer- 
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ther lords nor ſlaves, every one carries on his 
own buſineſs, ready help being ever at hand 
among his friends; therefore v war, trade, ſer- 
vitude, and lordſhips, which at once employ 
torment, and deſtroy ſo many millions of earth's 
ſons, diſturb not that happier globe; Which 
only has a few prieſts to carry on the rituals 
of a religion, that principally conſiſts in acts 
of gratitude, and adoration to the ſupreme 
Being, through the omnific Meſſiah; now ac- 
knowledged not ſo much in a way of faith, 
as of poſitive certainty. Thus they enjoy 
exiſtence like thoſe philoſophers on earth, 
who retired with a comfortable competence, 
improving their nature, give up the pleaſures 
of the world, to avoid its miſeries, in hope to 
gain nobler ſtations of uninterrupted bliſs. 

"I's ſupply the deficiency of light and heat, 
Jupiter hs four attendant globes, or fatel- 
lites, which in their journey with him. about 
the ſun, continually revolve round his opake 
body; two of which, in his elſe toe diſmal 
darkneſs” ſerve to'furniſh him with light, re- 
flected from the ſun in the fame manner as 
your moon. The other two accomodate him 
with genial warmth ; for having atmoſpheres 
of a peculiar nature, ſtored with inflamable 
corpuſcles, and every principle of heat, Con 
tinually flying off their appropriated body; 
when the rays of the ſun dart amongſt them, 
and ſet them in motion, they rarefy the air in 
fych a manner, as to ſend around the capa. 

3 * 2 cious 
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cious boſom of Jupiter, continual ſtreams of 
ſultry winds, which blending with his colder 
air, become extremely ſoft, pleaſing, and ſalu- 
tiferous; diſſolving the nitrous particles, and 
keeping off the uſurpations of direful Win- 
ter. The motion of theſe ſatellites are very 
agreeable, and matter of pleaſing contempla- 
tion in their eclipſes. But as we improved our 
nature, our wings grew to maturity, and we 
ſoared aloft to thoſe little worlds in choſen com- 
panies, where perfecting wiſdom, we became 
ſo exalted as to be prepared for the delightful 
planet Venus, the world of love and pleaſure; 
or to go through probation on earth with 
dignity. Thus qualified, I was called upon 
by Abdiel, to my laſt ſcene of probation. 


The Loſt TRANSMIGRATION, 
Prince ZaxncoLa's final terrene Probation. 


Memoirs of Adverfity. The beſt Conductreſs to 
| ſublime Paths of Redintegration. 


When I entered the penetralia of his pa- 
vilion, ſmoothing my ruffled plumage, ſtretch- 
ing my wing, and regaining my native intel- 
lectual powers, the great ſubſtitute ſmiled 
benignant, and I faid, as I knelt before him; 
O Abdiel, finding myſelf incapaciated to make 
myſelf happy, I humbly require thy aſſiſtance, 
and that of the moſt heavenly powers, to di- 
rect my future ſteps, and lead me in the paths 
of mortals. To which he thus replied : wy 

| | | O fta- 
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O favoured ſpirit, didſt thou paſs the vale of 
life below; and now thy ſoul is purified, 


cou art fitly prepared to go through the laſt 


probation; and that rightly ſupported, for it 
is all in thy power; nor ſhalt thou want aſ- 
ſiſtance, if acquired with humility; thou wilt 
become an object of divine benediction, and 
at length be reinſtated in the manſions of hap- 
pineſs, which thou haſt loſt, and which all na- 
ture groans to regain. And may the next 
trial be the laſt ſtage of thy ſufferings. But 
thou mayeſt firſt refreſh thyſelf. He ended, 
and I bowed ſincere gratitude. Then I was 
conducted by angelic powers to the gardens 
of recreation, material indeed, and not like 
thoſe which bloom immortal beauty in hea- 


=. venly regions; yet ſurpaſſing every thing be- 


low. Celeſtial power, with angelic taſte, com- 
bine from congregated vapours diſpoſed in a 
. thouſand configurations, the types of every 
thing elegant and magnificent on earth; with 
a profuſion of moſt precious ornaments, un- 
known to mortals. By the fit diſpoſition of 
atoms upriſing, from earth's boſom in the 
clouds, glorious palaces of inimitable beauty 
in their conſtruction, are built as it were of 
iparkling diamonds, and every precious ſtone; 
which receiving the direct rays of the ſun, 
blaze rich with every lively colour. Trees, 


flowers, and ſhrubs, arranged in pleaſing ſy- 


4 metry, or wildly irregular uproſe gay with 


. bloſſoms, loaded with bluſhing fruit, and rich 
F Ty with 
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with verdure in all its ſhades. There rapid 
rivers hurried ſwiftly, or gentle ſtreams flowed 
murmuring tranſparent liquid chryſtal; with 
caſcades, Nau grottos, golden barges, 
diamond chariots to roll along the clouds, 
and muſic of every raviſhing melody ! Or for 
a wider range ſtretching their angelic pinions, 
the tranſmigrators flew around earth's vaſt _ 
"confines, and mixed inviſible witneſſes among 
the buſy, the trifling, the virtuous, and the 
"wicked ſons of mortalit) 
Alfter I had regaled myſelf for ſome "EN 
I was called upon by Abdiel, to deſcend amidſt 
Chineſe regions, for a favourite lady, belong- 
ing to Tſoumptchin, the laſt Chineſe emperor, 
was becoming pregnant. The cup of oblivion 
was given me, freſh running from the river 
of forgetfulneſs, and J loſt again all recollec- 
tion of the paſt. Born of an inferior, though 
beautiful ſlave, who conceived the week of 
her admittance, the emperor was dubious of 
my legitimacy, and did not acknowledge me 
his heir, in hope of having another ſon, the 
child of royal certainty. It is needleſs to ſay, 
that the villainy of rebellious Ligh, and the 

eat revolution brought about by the Tartars, 
deſtroyed all my hopes of grandeur, for you, 
O my Dane was the . W all my 
Fufferings. 

Struck by the falſe ge of terrene ples 
ſure, and backward to refle& on that in rever- 


fon, you ſee how difficult i it is for the human 
: mind, 


ET 
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mind, left to itſelf, to make a right choice of 
the ways of life, moſt conduſive to happineſs, 
Uninſtructed nature loves to have the paſ- 
ſions raiſed and. gratified, for which — all 
require to be rich, proſperous, and handſome; 
but experience ſhows, that they are ſeldom 
happier or better, when poſſeſt of their wiſhes, 
Therefore, as the election I made of life 
neither rendered me happy here, nor -promot- 
ed hereafter, Abdiel, at my requeſt, kindly 
delivered me over to the tutorage of Adver- 
ſity, and divine favour gave me to benefit by 
her painful leſſons; for it is the misfortune of 
ſome under her corrective ſcourge, to grow. 
more and more ſordid ; to catch at the groſſeſt 
alleviations, and ſnarl at all above them, both 
human and divine. Thus my directreſs, in 
order to wean my affections from the world, 
firſt raiſed me up to almoſt the higheſt eleva- 
tion of human felicity; for being heir to the 
greateſt of kingdoms, ſhe gave me thy lovely 
ſiſter Philaſanga. She ſpread before me the 
banquets of gaiety. She gave a thouſand 
ſportive joys to wanton in my floral path; 
and placed in my ready hand the cup of 
ecſtatic bliſs. . But as the dulcet harp of —— 
ſure ſounded in my raviſhed ears, while gay 
happineſs ſeemed to build me a palace of 
lating bliſs, on a ſolid rock; and I began to 
taſte. the ſweets of pleaſure ;, Adverſity ſeizing 
the luckleſs moments, daſhed from my lips 
the Juſt taſted e trampled underfoot 


my 
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my palace, and all my delicious ſcenes of 


bliſs, and hurried me away to the hovels of 
miſery and wretchedneſs. | 


Then it was I became of a fit temper to 
liſten to the documents of Virtue; the faſci- 


nation of grandeur fell from my eyes, and the 
world appeared, and all things in it, as they 


were in reality. Yes, kind Adverſity alone 


taught me to look up ſuperior to tranſitory 
gratifications, and fix my heart upon thoſe 
which are not only more excellent in point of 
enjoyment, but whoſe duration is endleſs. 
But the votaries of Proſperity, and in poſ- 
ſeſſion of her favours, abhorrent of Poverty, 


laugh to ſcorn the ſentiments in favour of 


erf as idle chimeras, bred in the brain 
of thoſe who are debarred the joys, againſt 


which their envy ſnarles; and ſay, the great 


and rich have it in their power to do the ex- 
tenſive good; denied the ability of the un- 
fortunate, at the ſame time they can be equal- 


ly virtuous - true but does not the god of 


riches ſay to the ſons of fortune - enjoy. what 
ſhall hinder? If you find a check from con- 
ſcience, ye young and unexperienced, diſre- 
gard the childiſh monitor bred of enthuſiaſm; 
and all the prieſt- craft cant about here-after ; 
for prieſts and politicians were ever plotting to 
ſubjeC& the free-born mind to flavery. 
Therefore indulgence be yours; and fo you 


keep clear of the magiſtrate, and preſerve 


outward decor um, fear nothing. Thus thoſe 


delight- 


me 
2 


hn 
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delightful perceptions, ſtigmatiſed with the 


names of pride, vanity, voluptuouſneſs, and 


ſenſuality ; guided by the politeneſs of elegant 


taſte, may meet unbounded gratification : and 
who dares cenſure? Let them that do, meet 


the ſcorn of ridicule, or feel the whole weight 
of your vengeance. : 
But gentle Adverſity fpeaks in another 
voice, and in other ſtrains; ſhe inſtructs her 
favourites, and ſays; if I deny you the anxi- 
ous joys of life, I often give you a comfort- 
able retreat, and the rational require little more 
than rural tranquility ; but if the lot you ſuf- 
fer is full of pain and vexation, they will ſoon 
have an end. Mean time they teach the in- 
ternal retroſpe&ion; ſtifle the follies of the 
heart, and rectify its ſentiments; infuſe gentle 
humility and ſoft commiſſeration, lead on to 
Virtue, and open the ſoul to ſweet benevo- 
lence; till enlarged and unhinged from tran- 
ſitory delicacies, it becomes enamoured of the 
tranſcending beauty of Deity, and longs with 
ardour for immortal felicity ! _ 1 
But there remains one circumſtance with 
which you muſt be acquainted. That horrific 
rebel Ligh, you may recollect, the moment 


I pitched my eye upon him, when he entered 


the dome of my pleaſure palace, made my 
foul ſhudder to its very centre, as if with a 
more than mortal averſion ! That villain was 
Omphiel, the great friend and abettor of Lu- 
cifer; and him who in heaven, with Satanic ar- 

Vor. II. ö ftiifice, 


tifice, firſt. drew me from divine allegiance, 
under the ſemblance of ſupernal friendſhip, 
No wonder ſo great a traitor to his god, 
he fhould be a rebel to his king. He was a 
devil incarnated; ſeveral of which are ſome- 
times permitted in human forms, to carry 
vengeance as their own act and ſcourge, on 
offending mortals. He is in rank of malice 
and wickedneſs, equal to the worſt, though in 
power ſecond to Lucifer. My conſcious ſoul 
breaking through the oblivious miſt which 
darkens reminiſcence, at his approach, knew 
him again, in all his vile ſuperiority; and 
ſtruggled hard to burſt its cage, to fly from 
a preſence ſo deteſted, when he entered all 
a devil, black with a million of murders and 
crimes unacted by mere human creatures that 
want a name! You remember throwing his 
olden javelin at me; it winged from my bo- 
Fon, and flew deep in the heart of thy fair 
ſiſter, my dear wife Philaſanga; and you know 
I devoted my life to his deſtruction, while the 


paſſion of revenge abſorbed thoſe of grief and 


affection: and that heaven laying by this 
thunder- bolt of vengeance as uſeleſs, ſuffered 
me to tread it under foot. 
After mixing with the Bonzes, you know 
we became Chriſtians, yet always wearing the 
Bonze habit. While on this earth, I need not 
ſay I exerciſed myſeif in acts of benevolence, 
and in ſubduing my paſſions: then-giving up 
the world, its pleaſures, its follies, and its 12. 
8 I y 
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by the exaltation of a faith divin-ly grand, 
we both retired to your hermitage, in the 
fweet vale of Hoangti. There it was, bleſt 
with thy aſſiſting fnendſhip, I perfected that 
renovation of ſpirit, that purity of ſoul, which 
in an eſpecial manner, exalts human nature 
above itſelf in grand ſeraphic love; fits it for 
heavenly abodes, and qualifies it for the 
friendſhip of its creator: at the ſame time it 
becomes an object of redemption, whereby all 
its offences and ſufferings will be done away ; 
and its glorious ſtation of ever blooming hap- 
pineſs be regained! In proportion as my ſpi- 
rit grew divinely vigorous, my vehicle lan- 
guiſned. The poor clay tenement inſenſibly 
decayed; for its lord not thinking it worthy 
repair, neglective now of carnal elegance, fixed 
his attention on immortal palaces, which al- 
ways remain in perfection. Then Nature 
ſoon opened the door of life, and its prince 


flying to happier regions, the mortal frame 


fell on the congenial earth, and crumbled to 
atoms. But when I departed this world, I 


left you, my Confuciango, with regret; and 
to comfort you, I promiſed, if poſſible, to re- 


turn, and give' you information, tranſcending 
the ſphere of ſublunar knowledge; and thus 
permitted for your moral good, I perform my 
honour, 1 | 
A Group of groteſque Imagery. 
Now the fiery apoſtate Lucifer knowing 
the angelic vice- roy of the ſolar ſyſtem, who 
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was a check to his power, had given intima- 
tion of diſpleaſure at his actions; provident 
£ the worſt, Satan in haſte began to ſummon 
his choſen council of black demons; who held 
ſtrict fellowſhip with the traitor, not out of 
love, but from a parity of evil diſpoſitions; 
for. the pain of guilt is ſuſpended by commu- 
nity, as well as countenanced and ſupported 
to feel infernal joy in evil, by examples and 
approbation. In the. magnificent palace erect- 
ed for its king in mid-air, was a ſuperb. coun- 
cil chamber, whoſe fluted pillars ap peared as 
formed of brilliant diamonds, ſupportin 
vaulted arches, which from unnumbere 
golden lamps, depending by ſilver chains, 
Bflefed the glories of a ſecond day; for the 
deeply. condenſed walls did not admit the ſun 


to their, diabolic conſultation. At the upper 


end, high raiſed on ſteps of emeralds, where 
his. guards crouched ſtep, above ſtep, in the 
form of leopards, was a ſplendid throne, ſhin- 
ing as if compoſed of ten thouſand ſtars, over 
which high mantled in feſtoons, a lofty cur- 
tain of velvet, and all around were thick ſet 
with ſtrange images, and pictured fancies to 
mortals unaccountably horrible. 
He comes, the grand Apoljare- comes | the 
heavens tremble. at his footſteps; ; black clouds 
burſt in peals of thunder at 15 terrible ap- 
proach, and as the trumpets ſound aloud diſ- 
cordant, he aſcends his throne and ſeats him- 
ſelf; his mighty. pores une till he "Ro 
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his ſceptered hand, and then ſit circling his 
footſtool bowing obſequious. Not now re- 
quiring deceptious appearances, to delude by 
exterior unreality, they took that form which 
was an index to their minds, indicative of un- 
checked diſpoſition; but loſt to all ſymetry, 
taſte, and elegance, they joined unconnected 
things to a prepoſterous uglineſs. | 
Affecting immenſity of bulk, grim Satan 
appeared like an exccflive rock, crumbled 
into ſomething like the human ſhape, by the 
fantaſtic hand of Time: paſſing from his un- 
wieldy legs, his enormous hands had the 
ſtrength of a rhinoceros, with the ſharp Claws 
of a leopard, graſping a vaſt ſceptre. His 
head crowned with a towering diadem of 
ſparkling jewels, what language can deſcribe! 
Red fiery revenge glowed in his unbearable 
eyes, whoſe huge globes portending baleful 
_ diſaſters, looked like the ſun covered with 
_ miſts, when he omits. no beams, but hangs a 
ball of. ſcarlet fire, His ſhaggy eye-brows 
over-hanging black and diſmal, frowned deep 
ſtern gloomy hideouſneſs: While his promi- 
nent noſe. was as the vulture's crooked beak; 
his. outragious mouth, whence iſſued flames 
and ſmoke, and putrid ſteams, was the very 
den of-terrification, that opened and ſhut as 
on ruſty hinges. Rows of monſterous black 
teeth, larger than the elephant ever breeds, 
curtained by an updrawing hairy hp, had the 
gorgonic effect to petrify any being leſs than 
| DES. immor- 


9 
rr = 
= * . p dw - 


þ 
4 
N 
q 
5 
[ 
| 
\ 1 z 
1 
i} 
: A 
4 . 
4 # 
== 
; | 
} 
> 
Fi 
in 8 
be 7 
: 1 
N : 


— — — — _ * 
a — 


230 Tur BON Z E. 


immortal: and the air of his horrible viſage, 


gave the idea of unmingled wickedneſs. 
Belzebub, the prince of flies, who ſat next 
Satan, aſſumed ſomething of the dragon's 
fiery form, which juſtified his nature. Broad 
wings covered his green ſpeckled back, inti- 


mating ſpeed to overtake, while a kind of 


hands ſhooting from his ſide, armed like his 
feet with long talons, indicated power to de- 


ſtroy. His viſage preſented a wide mouth, 


befet with teeth of daggers, and his tongue 
darted quivering, pointed like a ſharp arrow, 
under which were ſtores of blue poifon, which 
iſſued in ſteams infectious. 

While ſome appeared terrific gorgons, peſ- 
tiferous harpys, armed centaurs, and chimeras 
dire; others cloathed their foul ſpirits like 
ſpinxes, ſcyllas, huge polyphemes, and triple- 
headed geryons; and the enormous python 


fre- eyed, darting poiſons with his forky 
tongue, whoſe wreathing tail voluminous, 


threatens to involve its foes in deſtruction: the 
reſt took other forms, whoſe malign aſpects 
cluding the pencil of deſcription; yet indicated 
ſpecious deluſion, fraud, malice, ſpite, envy, 
hatred, rage, pride, cruelty, ſelfiſhneſs, tyran- 
ny, and every ſpecies of wickedneſs. £ 
To thefe the grand apoſtate uproſe, and 
though dimmed with gloomy horrors, he 
loft not all ſhadow of dignity; but amidit 
his ruined glory, preſerved a kind of terrific 


majeſty; and waying his ſceptre, he thus 


ſpoke, ' 
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ſpoke, and awful ſtilneſs ſeized the gods of 
hell; as when a torrent tumbling, remurmurs 

down the moſſy ſides of a rock loud ſound- 
ing, till winding through the flowery vale, it 
loſes itſelf in gentle ſtreamlets divided, or 
ſteals through the ſolemn wilderneſs at calm 
midnight, when ſoft ſilence hovers round its 
banks preparative of deep attention. . 

Am not I, he ſaid, the god of this world? 
ſo confeſſed by tyrant Jehovah, when retiring 
from the regions we diſdained to vindicate 

with our preſence, I forced him to build me 
this new world; where I erected my kingdom, 
himſelf fearfully conſcious of my right above, 
ſtiling me prince of air! What means he 
then, to diſturb our throne? Dares he ſend 
his laviſh minion to ſhare our empire! and 
mighty gods, can we ſuffer the foul diſnonour? 
| ſhall the creature of arbitrary power counter- 
poiſe our actions, and eſtrange our ſubjects 
from their allegiance ? Periſh firſt the whole 
univerſe! No, by my almighty ſelf, I will 
tear down his boaſted works aerial, hurl the 
flaming ſun into his metropolis, and with 
fiery comets ſtorm his proud myſterious pa- 


= vilion! But as to this deputed flave I ſcorn; 


for my arm he is a conqueſt too ignoble! ga 
the meaneſt of our train, and puniſh but not 
deſtroy the crew I hate; and puſh them down 
the bottomleſs ſteep of ſpace; that unable more 
to riſe, they may be ſinking to all eternity! 
So ſaying, in mighty huff he ſat down, work- 


rnd 


232 THE BON Z E. | 
ed up into burning fury; yet ſtifling by an 
odious grin, a conſcious impotency, while his 
tivid eyes glowed like a furnace, inly fmother- 
ing with mingled flame and ſmoke. But Om- 
phiel uproſe, while curling fnakes hiſſed round 
his gorgon face, and ſaid: Better firſt, Oh 
prince, you ſend me to explore the enemy's 
deſigns. ' Be it fo, the griſly king replied, 
ſtruck by the neceſſary motion, and with 
their proud ſoldan uproſe the terrific divan. 
Thus when I quitted mortality, and bid 
adieu to a cruel world, no more to be its in- 
habitant; a choir of happy ſpirits received me 
in a ſplendid chariot, chanting harmonious 
welcomes to ſoft flutes, and filver-founding 
harps; and amidſt banners flying, we gradual- 
ly mounted triumphant. Before I reached the 
great arch-angel's pavilion palace, my path 
was croſt by the maliciouſly- proud Omphiel, 
the ſcout of the bold apoſtate, as himfelf and 
his atrocious maſter have the kingdom of the 
air for their allotment. Bloated with malice, 
and meditating miſchief to man, frowning an- 
xious with the dark hell within him - ſtarting 
he recognized me in triumphant ſplendour. 
Swelling with all the rancour of envy, at my 
happineſs, his ſpite dictated a deſire of mak- 
mg me as miſerable as himſelf. Wickedneſs 
grows ſtrong to imagine evil, but proves weak 
in its performance. He extended vaſt his 
miſt-formed vehicle, and riſing enormous, at- 
tempꝛed to pull down the very fun N a 
| hate 
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hated head. But vain hope by malice dictat- 
ed; for could he have moulded the whole at- 

moſphere into his external compoſition, it 
could not have afforded arms to reach the 
_ fiery orb; or when reached, to have withſtood 
its burning quality! Then Virtue herſelf, 
with her gorgonic ſhield, proved my ſafeguard, 
and gave me with noble ſuperiority, ſuch power 
over his violence, that I puft with my breath 
his vaporous form mountainous, immediately 
into atoms, and ſcattered the dank miſt, fall- 
ing a pernicious mildew in the air, as the ſun 
clears away the*morning fog, and reſtores a 
day of luſtre. Thus the fiend was utterly 
confounded, and ſhrunk away tortured with 
unaccompliſhed malignity. 
As I drew near the blazing court of hea- 
ven's imperial vice-roy, the glorious potentate 
ſtood to receive me at the portal. The fur- 
ther I verged from the nocturnal ſphere roll- 
ing beneath his view, the more I found my 
= contracted faculties expand themſelves, my 
mental powers dilate, and all intellectuality be 
extricated from envelopment, in 2 freedom 
bearing ſome analogy to former grandeur !_ 
As ſuch he received me, not now as degrad- 
ed, but a candidate for reinſtation in loſt glory, 
approved worthy to be on footing with him- 
ſelf. I bowed to his feet when I alighted from 
the chariot; but he immediately lifted me up, 
and embraced me, with the cordiality of 
friendſhip. As he led me to his brilliant cu- 
. Hh . 
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pola, he ſaid; well haſt thou ſtrugg gled through 
the thorn. entangled path of probation; a no- 
ble triumph awaits thee, and thy reward is a 
crown of everlaſting happineſs. Then ſeating 
me near his gorgeous throne, he thus rejoin- 
ed: as an earneſt of the progreſſive reward, 
to which thou art entitled by thy concurrence 
to the mediatorial ſyſtem, I will for ſome 
time entertain thee in theſe domains : and 
thou ſhalt join in a triumph over thy deteſted 
enemy. | 


A grand Entablature. Sentiment perſonified; 


That Evils are proportioned over the Globe, by 
divine Sufferance, though di am by ma- 
 bignant Beings. 


The vicarious angel then waved his au- 
- thoritative ſceptre of command, and imme- 
diately his ſuperb chariot of imperial dignt- 
y awaited his royal approach; blazing re- 
flected rays from aggregated vapours, as from 
gems of every beautiful colour. Conducting 
me up the noble car, he ſeated me on his lefr; 
and touching the ſilken reins, the fiery ſteeds, 
with broad expanding wings of gay plumage, 
flew towards the terrene atmoſphere, with ex- 
treme celerity. Before him poſted his royal har- 
| bingers, who leſſening their pace, blew loud 
ſounding their filyer trumpets, to denote the 
approach of earth's imperial viceroy ; for now 


we Came in view of the magnificent vapour- 
built 
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built palace, of the haughty cloud-compelling 
prince or ai. = 

Then the angel ſtopped his car, on the 
floating iſland of a cloud, and, ſent his herald 
to the palace portico z who after the third 
ſound of the ſonorous clarion, declared the 
monarch's arrival, and ſummoned the prince 


of air to pay attendance; to which anſwer was 
returned: let him approach the palace, who 
has any thing to declare; the emperor of all 


elements owns no commands. Immediately 
the vaſt fortreſs- palace was put in a ſtate of 
defence, and gigantic powers dreadfully dar- 
kened with dire ferocity, appeared as in oppo- 
ſition, armed at all points: they hurled fiery 
exhalations, as the guardians and defenders of 
proud diſobedience; gathering together vaſt 
black clouds, loaded with ſtorms, and big 
with tempeſts. The angelic delegate ſaw, and 
ſmiled ineffable contempt; and ſaid, there 1s 
a valour in wickedneſs, which often courts the 
encounter, though conſcious of inequality; 
but reſtraint is proper to curb the audaciouſ- 
neſs of pride. 

So ſaying, he ſtood upright in his firm cha- 
riot, like 2 great conqueror, directing his 
army to begin the battle; and he waved the 
noble ſceptre of power, delivered by the angel 
of Providence; and cried aloud: let the haugh- 
ty be humbled. The words flew out of his 
mouth, as if they took the form of miniſtring 
ſpirits, and from his ſceptre he gave fire to a 
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train of the moſt penetrating lightning, which 
darted as from a battery towards the vaport- 
fic palace, the vain reſidence of the aerial 
ſultan. The lightning ſhattered part of the 


mural verge. Bold Omphiel, hke an ele- 


phant, with a tower of ſoldiers on his back, 
ſtood in the breach, with his broad ſhield 
and ſword of fire, well ſupported behind: but 
the celeſtial angels drove them off, and plant- 
ed the heavenly colours on the walls. High, 
on a grand mift-formed throne of ſtate, be- 


neath a prodigious dome of cemented exha- 


lations, on which the ſunny beam playing, 
refracted in various directions, gave a glori- 
ous brilliancy of light and ſhade, and gaudy 
colouring; ſuperior to the grandeur of bur- 
niſhed gold and filver, or the royal elegance 
of the moſt precious jewels. Now on his 
throne he fat, crowned with a gorgeous dia- 
dem in heaven-imitated itate; his noble peers 

laced below in conſultation, how to evade 
the delegate's authority, circumvent his ſa- 
gacity, or defeat his power.. 

The prince's haughty pride W him 
to attack the great arch- angel, and puniſh his 


= preſumption, till the ardour of that inſtiga- 


hold "ME the Pitroue en which were mix- 


tion was cooled by the ſubtilty of his cunning; 
hoping to effect that by crafty deception, 
which he could not by the power of ſuperio- 
rity: and the train of lightning ſhaking his 
palace foundation, and threatening to catch 


ed 


- 
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ed among the exhaled compoſition that form- 
ed his court, ftrengthened his laſt thought; 
and he deſired, by his officers, with affected 
humility, that the great ſubſtitute would con- 

deſcend to grace his palace, with his god- like 
appearance; and himſelf would yield up into 
his hands, the ſceptre of his kingdom. 

When the Satanic ambaſſadors appeared 
before the heavenly deputy, they bowed at- 
fected obedience; delivering their embaſſy 
with ſervile adoration, and well diſſembled 
complaiſance. But though penetrating their 
falſity, and reading their ſtratagems on their 
hearts, he complied with their requeſt; and 
Promiſed to appear in the palace, ſoon as all 
things were prepared for his reception. They 
retired with an air of gratitude, but went 
laughing in their hearts, that ſubtilty ſo eaſi- 
ly overcame the unſuſpecting ſimplicity of fo 
great a perſonage. When the prince of air 
heard how the incautious angel was deluded, 
his haughty heart ſwelled with unuſual pride. 
He laughed, among his peers, the delegate to 
ſcorn; and then they contrived in what man- 
ner to treat him, and extend their triumph. 
In cloſe aſſembly met the Divan. Envy 
and ſpite voted his annihilation; Revenge to 
involve him as in a dark dungeon; to load 
him with adamantine chains, and puniſh him 
with the ſharp ſcourge of cruelty; and {ly Po- 
licy to hold him in durance, make uſe of his 
Power, and force him to act their evil purpojes, 


At 
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At length the black perfidious Divan re- 
ſolved to detain him priſoner, and for that 
purpoſe, to unite all their full power by ſeiz- 
ing him unexpectedly, and quenching inſtan- 
taneoully the ſpirit of his energic oppoſition: 
fallely apprehending they had the power, 
which alone belongs to Deity, to bind at will 
the ſpirit, when they were in poſſeſſion * its 
vehicle. 

When the trumpets ſhrill voices gave no- 
tice, that the noble arch-angel, without his 
train, was approaching, the proud prince of 
the air mounted his throne, ſurrounded be- 
hind theatric-wiſe, row above row, with innu- 
merable guards of fallen ſpirits, abettors of 
his evil deſigns. Beneath his foot-ſtool, in 
golden robes Tat his faded peers, bright with 
adventitious ornaments, while all within were 
foul and black. 

As the peerleſs ſubſtitute left the chariot, 
he bade me ſit ſtill unterrified; and alone 
entered the lofty palace, received by officers 
grinning aukwark ſubmiſſions; he was con- 
ducted through various porticoes as of po- 
liſhed marble, lofty archades, and gem- con- 
ſtructed columnade-chambers of ſtate, till he 
came to the amazingly magnificent dome, 
now lit with a thouſand luſtrous ſconces, the 
fun being excluded for that purpoſe, which 
gaily reflected enchanting glories of every 
coloured jewels, elegantly brilliant. Though 


the tyrant was ſurrounded with ſuch pomp, it 
_ 
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gave little eaſe to his tortured ſoul, panged 
with miſeries that want a name: nor could 
his diſturbed countenance hide the hell 
within him, inevitably painful as the ſharp 
poiſoned dart, rankling in the ſide of the 
deeply-wounded leopard ! 

When his grand ſuperior entered, noble in 
rectitude. of ſoul; in ſpite of himſelf, his 
heart crouched within, and confeſt its lord: 
but collecting himſelf he uproſe, and all his 
peers, as if to honour the royal preſence; but 
his faintly depreſt envy and malignancy re- 
viving, with three-fold vileneſs, he cried 
aloud : now guards ſeize the foe of gods, as 
heaven's viceroy was conducted in the centre. 
Immediately all the evil ſpirits concurring, 
ruſhed inhoſpitable to ſeize the royal gueſt, 
hurrying in act to drag him to direful con- 
finement; directing towards his devoted head 
ſpears and javelins, and flaming ſwords ! 

But what avails all the univerſe in arms, 
againſt him who has heaven for his protector? 
The glorious power circled aloft his mighty 
ſceptre, the enſign of divine governance; and 
he ſat fire to every igneous particle, that of 
neceſſity were aſſimilated in the whole vapouri- 
fic ſtructure, which gave one tremendous ex- 
ploſion; as of a prodigious thunder- cloud, 
ſhooting i in every direction aſtoniſhing ſheets 
of ruddy lightning; while the vaſt porticoes, 
archades, ſaloons, columnades, the grand 
chrone of ſtate, and the lofty dome itſelf 
with, 
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with its vaſt pillars burſting, in terrible tun | 
der claps, tottered this way and that; and 
tumbled over all their heads, burying them 
in a confuſion, which no language can ex- 
preſs! What added diſtraction to the horrid 
ſcene, was their diſtinctly beholding the noble 
perſonage, whom they fondly hoped to over- 
come, unhurt himſelf; ſeated in glory, guid- 
ing the deſolation which evil brought on its 
own head, and enjoying the dif- comfiture 
with triumphant exultation 

Then out of the ruins of the overthrown 
palace, he formed by the aid of his now con- 
curring retinue, as it were inſtantaneouſly, a 
cloud erected throne; and a cupolated pavi- 
lion which encircled his royal preſence. He 
then reſtored gentle peace, while diſcord ſub- 
ſided; and the angelic powers tuned their 
ſweet inſtruments to ſoothing harmony. As 
the kingly power ſeated himſelf, he waved 
his ſceptre, and the diſcomfited malignants 
worked their uneaſy paſſage from remaining 
ruins, leaving behind their mangled vehicles; 
and taking in haſte new forms of cloud- con- 
ſiſtence, contracted and ugly, they as of force 
appeared chagrined at the throne: and thus 
the imperial miniſter ſpoke authoritative. 

That quantity of evil, which you are ſuf- 
fered to ſcatter around the terraqueous globe, 
to anſwer great purpoſes towards man, not to 

atity infernal malevolence ; you are com- 


manded to diſtribute in due — not 
| more 
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more in one region than is allotted, nor there 
more at a time, than is adequate to the deſti- 
nation. Though man is to go through pains 
and trials, by you he is not to be deſtroyed 
nor overloaded. Deform not ſummer with 
froſts. Withhold not required rain too long, 
in ſpite from one province, to deluge ano- 
ther; nor with ſultry blaſts, overburn one 
kingdom, and freeze up another with exceſs 
of cold. Know, O thou enemy of man, if 
thou art diſobedient, thy own evil ſhall en- 
volve thee. I will then tranſmigrate thee, 
through all the various forms of ſerpents, 
vipers, and adders; where burning to death 
in ſandy deſerts, you ſhall gnaw your very 
fleſh, and expire from the agony of your own 
poiſons : and I will then change you into 
various toads in northern regions, where you 
ſhall undergo all the painful extremities of 
cold and froſt! He ſaid no more, but puft 
away his pavilion in a common cloud; took 
me with him into his ready chariot, and flew 
like lightning to his own imperial palace. 
Then ſeating me next his gorgeous throne, 
he thus entertained my charmed ear, while all 
the angelic beings around were ſolemn audi- 
tors: thou lord, he ſaid, rifing from his ſeat, 
art full of mercy; and goodneſs is the har- 
binger of all thy actions. The angels, with 
himſelf; bowed their royal heads, crowned 
with ſtars, in ſign of adoration; and tuning 
their golden viols, ſang to the praiſe of god, 
Vor. II. | 11 ſweet” 
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_ perſonages! When in. progreſſive order, 
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ſweet Hallelujahs; which concluded, ſeating 
himſelf, he thus aſſumed diſcourſe. 

De grand ſacrificial Atonement. 
After the deplorable rebellion in heaven, 


who beheld a third of its once glorious ſons; 


now fallen degraded, and wretched, hurlded 


| head-long from its battlements, into the dark 


regions of miſery, till then habitations utterly 
unknown; their offended lord, fhll gracious 
to pardon, found out a method to, ſatisfy. di- 
vine juſtice for their reinſtalment: which 
was, to ſuffer in his own perſon for their guilt } 
Accordingly in due time he appeared on 
earth, diſplayed a perfect example to his ſons, 
and offered up himſelf a ſpotleſs ſacrifice for 
their ſalvation, On that ſolemnly magniti- 


cent day of ſtupendous generoſity, that the 


terror of juſtice might have its due effect, 
and the turpitude of offence be diſplayed in 
its moſt glowing colours; the whole prodigi- 


ous univerſe, world without end, became one 


exceſſively magnificent amphitheatre ; and all 
the. glorious angels, arch- angels, cherubims, 
and ſeraphims, with every intelligent being, 
inhabitants of a million of worlds, were 
ſpectators; their viſual faculty for that pur- 
poſe being divinely extended. 
Never before was there exhibited a ſpecta- 


cle ſo tremendouſly awful! never was there 


ſuch an. innumerable. aſſemblage of auguſt 


OW 
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row above .row, circularly riſing, they were 
placed in endleſs continuation ; preluding 
thunders rolling with terrific exploſion, ſhook 
the whole univerſe, now beginning to feel un- 
uſual darkneſs, through which red angry 
lightning darted with amazing velocity, the 
ſwift fore-runner of vengeance. Then divine 
_ juſtice, ſurrounded with a canopy of ſha- 
dowy gloom, rode forth in 4 vaſt felf-mov- 
ing chariot; at whoſe formidable preſence, 
every created exiſtence, though uncontami- 
nated with guilt, yet hid their faces in humi- 
lity, as the amplitude of perfection is alone 
conſpicuous in Deity ! while profound ſtill- 
neſs over-ſpread the univerſal ſyſtem of crea- 
tion; as if the god of Nature was going to 
ſuffer, or Chaos was rouſing from lethargic 
ſleep to aſſume his ancient reign, with all the 
powers of confuſion and diſorder. At length 
mercy and goodnels diſpelled darkneſs, ani 


{ reſtored the glorious light᷑ df day. 


Then ſympathizing Nature giving a uni- 
verſal groan, the holy Lamb of God, and 
completed ſignification of a thouſand types, 
ſymbols and propheſies, was offered up con- 
ſpicuous an elevated faviour! the grand 
ſublime facrifice full of goodneſs! and of 
immaculate purity! Thus the whole world 
being the high altar of immolation, a perſon- 
age great enough to ſatisfy divine juſtice, 
was offered up, in the full view of every 
created being; an atonement for the fins of 
innumerable offenders; to ſave them from 
| 112 fiery 
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fiery indignation ; reſtore them to forfeited 
happineſs, and in this manner ſo deeply im- 
preſs the idea of Iin's turpitude, with the full 
roar of heavenly Juſtice, that the very in- 
ation of diſobedience might be ſtifled in 
it birth, and the very occaſion of future of- 
fence be done away among all ranks of beings 
for ever and ever, amen. 

While the guiltleſs Lamb of goodneſs, 
bearing the whole weight of actual and pre- 
exiſtent turpitude, was finiſhing the dreadful 
ſufferings inflicted by divine wrath, neceſſary 
to ſatisfy eternal juſtice : the whole univerſe, 
world upon world, and even heaven it{clt, 
were ſhocked with unknown convulſions |. 
Every being on every globe, angels, arch- 
angels, and ſeraphims of the higheſt order, 
next to Deity not excepted, for the firſt time 
experienced mild grief. The glory of hea- 
ven appeared eclipſed, and chaotic darkneſs 
ſeemed to be tak ſtrides towards confuſion. 
When the grand ſacrifice died, that offenders 
might live for ever; he ſaid, it is finiſned! 
and bowing his head, gave up the ghoſt! 
Then the terreſtrial globe internally con- 
vulſed, ſhook to its deepMt foundation, and 
ſuffered the moſt dreadful earthquake as if 
myriads of demoniac powers were in act tear- 
ing it aſunder; while peals of thunder re- 
bellowed horrific, with prodigious ſheets of an- 
gry lightning! The vaſt ſun itſelf ſhrunk 
appalled, turned to a blood ſhot red, and fad- 


p ing 
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ing by degrees grew pale as the mid- night 
moon; and at length veiled itſelf with fear- 
ful darkneſs! Nature aſtoniſhed ſunk trem- 
bling on the earth. The birds of the air, 
the beaſts of the field, and man, the lord of 

earth, unprovident of ſhelter, fell terrified on 
the cold ground! Cloud-{uſtaining moun- 
tains in bulk immenſe, now like a drunkard, 
reeled too and fro, till they tumbled in the 
confounded valleys, with all their loads of 
herds and flocks; and cluſtering foreſts in 
wide-ſpreading deſolation! Vaſt flowing ri- 
vers driving along with rapidity, now ſtruck 
with amazement, and congealed with fear, 
ſtood ſtill, froze by terror, curdling to the 
ſolidity of icy incruſtation! Huge ponderous 
rocks, the bulwarks of Nature, and the ſtrong 
fortreſſes of time, which long had defied the 
united force of outragious winds, waves, 
thunder and lightening, ruſhing furious in 
exceſſive ſtorms, and tempeſtive hurricanes 
now felt their unweildy ſhoulders tremble ; 
and burſting, wide yawning to the Centre, 
were rent aſunder. Old Ocean, terribly agi- 
tated, up-heaved his undulating boſom, as 
overcome with reverential dread; and roaring 


tremendous, he attempted to fly from his an- 


cient boundary, and overflow the whole 
_ earth; till by divine command his terrificati- 
on ſubſided! But the dead, awakened as it 
were by the outrage, aſtoniſhed, uproſe from 
their * ſepulchres and ſhaking 2 
their 
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their coffins, wrapt in winding ſheets, walked 
abroad to the aſtoniſhment of mortal eyes 
Thus all nature ſympathized with the ſuffer- 
ings of its lord! : 
The vile powers of darkneſs, who at diſ- 
tance beheld the god-like ſufferer, grinned 
horrid ſatisfaction. But wounded inward they 
found their kingdom terribly ſhattered ; deſ- 
_ pairing ſaw the approach of dreadful con- 
demnation ; and with envious malice beheld 
tender-hearted Mercy, preparing a glorious 
reſtoration for thoſe who diſdained their fel- 
lowſhip. N | | 
Now all was concluded, the imperial ma- 
jeſty of filial Deity, aſſumed his native dignt- 
ty; and the paternal chariot-throne blazing 
ineffable glory, under which every thing elle 
muſt ſink but the god-head, waited his final 
ceſſation from ſuffering, Then the Meſſiah- 
god aſcended the fiery car divine, and amidft 
the harmonious acclamations of angelic 
throngs, without hutnber, ſinging the praiſe 
of mercy, goodneſs, and unexampled geneto- 
fity; flew more rapid than ſwift-winged 
lightning, to the boſom of paternal divinity, 
poſſeſſing in full amplitude the happineſs of 
perfect glorification! To give the finiſhing 
perfection to the mercy he firſt began, the 
third day the great redeemer of loſt man and 
angels, appeared again in his viſible known 
vehicle: and after completing his grand de- 
ſign, he aſcended gradually from earth to- 


wards 
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wards his dwelling place, the grand imperial 
heaven of heavens, before his irradiated diſ- 
ciples. His human form being then celeſtia- 
lized, and perfectly glorified, became the firtt 
fruits of that wonderous reſurrection, he de- 
clared ſhould be the efficacious re-union 
af ſoul and body; in which ſtate all man- 
kind, at the day of judgement, ſhould receive 
their final deſtination. Such briliiant forms: 
will be ſtanding memorials, and ſignatures of 
redeeming love to all eternity, in the bloom- 
ing regions of immortal felicity. Yes, thoſe 
clarified bodies will be badges of honour, de- 
noting that the poſſeſſors fighting under the 


2 banner of the great Meſhah, and acknow- 


ledged captain- general; have combated whole 
armies of powerful paſſions, appetites, and in- 
clinations; boldly reſiſted the ambuſhes of 
temptation; oppoſed the ruinous ſtratagems 
of deceitful pleaſure, and ſtruggled hard 
againſt the force of powers, infernal courting 
danger, renouncing eaſy indolence and gay 
delight, and chuſing honeſt pain for his fake; 
till they became- conquerors crowned with 
never- fading laurels ſerenely victorious !! 
Thus far theſe great tranſactions have been 
exhibited on the grand: univerfal theatre, 
there only now remains the magnificent cataſ-' 
trophe; and then the whole drama will be 
finally completed ; the moral of which. will 
be deeply imprinted, and vitally incorporated 
into the cogitative ſubſtance of e exiſt- 
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ing intelligence - that is the puniſhment of 
diſobedience, for future prevention. Thus 
then, that deific perſonage, who for the reſto- 
ration of unhappy offenders, had ſo aſtoniſh- 
ingly debaſed himſelf, as to be reckoned 
among the refuſe and out· caſt of even human- 
nature, now on that ſame ſtage as he 1s, ſhall 
appear in honour and glory before his ene 
mies, all a god at the great day of judge- 
ment. Here the grand domination pauſed--- 
and thus reſumed diſcourſe, prophetically 
animated. 


The FrivaL DESTINATION. 


In the ever refulgent heaven of heavens, 
high on his glorious throne, paternal Deity _ 
feated ſublime, his eternal ſon ſitting on his 
right hand; to him the bright father will de- 
liver conſpicuous the potent ſceptre of do- 
minion. 'Then blazing illuſtrious divinity, 
the great filiation, full — celeſtial majeſty, and 
mounting the ſupreme chariot of heaven, Will 
proceed towards the terreſtrial globe; angels 
and arch-angels preparing his paſſage, and 
announcing his approach with the ſound of 
fonorous clarions, and filver trumpets : The 
golden porticos of the celeſtial walls, turning 
on their diamond hinges melodious, . ſhall 
open to let forth the king of Sings almighty 
and immenſe. _ 

Wiſdom, goodneſs and truth, his inſepera- 
ble companions, will ſhine with him in the 

chariot 


Tur ON a 
chariot ſupremely eminent ! On his right, 
ina ſeparate car of burniſhed gold, emblazoned 
with brilliant gems, faireſt of all, heavenly 
Mercy will attend; and on the left, in a cha- 
riot of poliſhed ebony, divine Juſtice, abour 
whoſe chariot wheels will follow his obedient 
officers, bearing chains and ponderous fetters; 
and the prodigious book of Fate, in whoſe 
awful pages are wrote the actions of all man- 
kind, by the pen of Impartiality; with the 
vaſt condemnatory tablets of divine laws, and 
1 commandments, prophetic and apo- 
. 5 
As the bright deific judge advances, ſit- 
ting on his lofty throne, raiſed amidſt his cha- 
riot, umbrellated with a circumambient pa- 
vilion, canopying round ſuperlative grandeur; 
before him ſtretching their gorgeous plumage, 
will ly beautiful angelic powers, perfuming 
his path from golden cenſers with the moſt 
exquiſite eſſences of immortal panſies, eglan- 
tines, and richly-flavoured ſpices. Around 
the chariot next the divine preſence, will ad- 
vance zealous ſeraphs, beautious cherubs, 
highly-favoured arch-angels, with powerful 
dominations of the firſt magnitude, and elect- 
ed ſuperiority. While the moſt graceful, with 
divine voices ſweetly harmonious, ſhall alter- 
nately chant the praiſe of god the judge; 
others with mellow flutes accompanying, will 
bring on the grand chorus ſublimely muſica]; 
the reſt joining by juſt degrees, will fill up 
Vor. II. K k deli- 
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delicately with golden harps, ſilver viols, and 
ſounding tabrets. Far behind in rank and 
file, innumerable armies of the ſons of hea- 
ven, will follow in flow regularity to the ſo- 
norous notes of war- like muſic: while gay 
colours wave expanding over-head without 
number, incloſing the fiery ſtandard of heaven, 
which in the midſt will blaze like a burning 

comet, portending amazing formidability. 
Thus the proceſſionary pomp, of the moſt 
highly elevated majeſty of heaven; marching 
ſolemn through the eternal gates of the cele- 
ſtial metropolis, will deſcend towards the O 
earth] who feeling the utmoſt trepidation at 
thy very centre, ſhall be forced to confeſs thy 
lord, whom thou didſt dare to deny when 
cloathed with humility ; now coming to con- 
found thee with all that magnificence, and al- 
mighty power, without which, you obſtinate- 
ly refuſed his divine miſſion and heavenly 
love, though he beautifully produced the moſt 
certain, benevolent, and ſuper-natural teſtimo- 
' nies of his abſolute divinity ; however, deeply 
over-ſhaded with the denſe cloud of human- 
nature | wrapt in the garb of inoffenſive po- 
verty, and lefſened by the meek geſture of 
low humility ! _ 7 „ 
Mean time, before his arrival, his miniſtring 
ſpirits will raiſe by divine architecture a ſuperb 
palace- court of judgment, which as a prodi- 
gious dome ſhall canopy all the terraqueous 
globe: beneath which, in conſpicuous eleva- 
= 7 tion 
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tion far above the teſſelated court, will ſtand 


aloft the judgment ſeat of god: who when 
cloriouſly enthroned, holding the mighty 
ſceptre of power eternal, and crowned with 
never: fading glorification.— Forth ſhall come 
the wonderous arch- angel of reſurrection, 
whoſe lofty head will reach to heaven, and his 
extenſive arm to the uttermoſt corners of the 
earth. Then raiſing the exceſſive trumpet of 
reſurrection, over the ſhuddering world, he 
will found a blaſt ſo tremendous, to which 
the loudeſt burſt of thunder is but a whiſper, 


which will be the publication of judicial Deity, 


whoſe ſounding replications doubling in their 
paſſage, ſhall cover all univerſe, and give a 
ſolemn declaration of the day of judgment. 


The RESURRECTION. 


Immediately the ſun ſtarting back in terri- 
fication, ſhall veil its luminous face reſplen- 
dent with beaming light, in darkneſs. The 
terrene revolying orb, ſtopping ſhort in its 
long accuſtomed journey, perfectly aſtoniſhed, 
ſhall become fixed with unuſual horror : and 
at the ſecond ſounding of the trumpet ſhall 


give up all her dead! At that extenſive 


ſummons all the ſpirits of thoſe who have re- 
ſided on earth, whether ſcattered in airy regi- 
ons, or inhabiting other worlds, refining their 
nature, ſhall here repair, and reaſſume that 
earthly tabernacle in which they went through 
probation. Every ſcattered atom, for not one 
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of the ſmalleſt can be loſt from the eyes of 
Omnipreſence; all ſhall hear and obey the 
angelic call, whether diſperſed i in air, ſunk in 
water, or buried in land: and divinely at- 
tracted, ſhall fly and cloſe with their cognate 
_ ſpirit, and be aſſimilated into the very human 
form, which they conſtituted, at the very in- 
ſtant that death let out their ſpirituous inha- 
bitant. 

Thus multitudes without number, of all 
nations, kings and peaſants, congregating to- 
gether in promiſcuous crouds, ſhall ſtand in 
expectation of their doom. What will it then 


avail, ye once potent lords of earth, that you 


have been emperors! How will ſome of you 
be confounded, to find the poor wretch your 
pride contemned, raiſed to glorious exaltati- 
on, and yourſelves caſt underfoot to the loweſt 
degradation! Thoſe who remain on earth 
alive at the Lord's coming, ſhall join the 
throng, whoſe aſtoniſhment will then be paſt 
conception at the auguſt appearance: then 
opening graves will ſhake off the crumbling 
earth; the bones of their friends and anceſtors 
ſhall creep together, with regularity fitly 
unite, and be built upon as the human-foun- 
dation, by the adhering particles, coming 
full-winged from diſperſion. Thus the ſpirit 
ſoon ſhall find the ſenſibly-feeling nerves, the 
elaſtic tendons, working muſcles, veins, arte- 
ries, and capillary tubes, the beating heart, and 
* lungs, all richty replaced, the gon 
| tly 
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fitly jointed, and the brainy filaments covered 
over with the F2jhy robe of elegance; till the 
perceptive ſoul tees and underſtands through 
all its curious and elaborate organization | 
The great revivificating angel, then turn- 
ing to the regions of the air, in whoſe do- 
mains the arch traitor- rebel ſatan, and his 
miniſters of darknels, hold their kingdom; will 
for the laſt time ſound his trumpet. At 
which, ſhuddering with dire diſmay the whole 
diabolic hoſt, feciing within an over prevail- 
ing energy, will be forced, though againſt 
their wills, to pay attendance at humble diſ- 
tance, from the reſplendent majeſty of him, 
they once treacherouſly reſolved to dethrone, 
and throw a whole univerſe into wild difor- 
der. Thoſe ſpirits once putting off their ori- 
ginal excellency, and renouning the divine 
preſervation of Deity, for the pride of fancied 
independency, and the envious hope of riſing 
high above the higheſt; left to themſelves 
ſoon loſt their native dignity, took a diſtaſte 
to goodneſs, and gained a fatal love for evil. 
Thus they became utterly degenerated, after 
their expulſion from the happy habitations of 
bliſs immortal, and vitiated to ſuch a degree 
as to delight only in wickednels! Immode- 
rately proud they bore and ever nouriſhed, an 
implacable hatred to the good creator, and all 
his creatures; and with envious malice re- 
Joiced to hurt, or hurl them deep in deſtruc- 
fon! Their lofty hearts are fo proudly ob- 
DP durate 
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durate, ſo obſtinately inflexible in the evil of 
a bad cauſe, that rather than let gentle humi- 
lity approach their ſouls, to inſtill the princi- 
les of repentance, they would obſtreperouſ- 
ly defy the Omnipotent, horribly meet his 
worſt, and ſtand the butt of divine vengeance ;, 
till they tunk under the ſoul-piercing arrows 
of prodigious miſery ! Such is the fate of in- 
corrigible pride! tor if even the very devils, 
vile as they love to make themſelves, would 
ſincerely repent; celeſtial goodneſs would 
lend a liſtening ear to their compunction, and 
god- like mercy open fome ſecret path in pi- 
ty's power, to extricate them from their tor- 
turing pangs, and reſtore them to a ſlate of 
repoſe and happinels ! 
Now when all things are fully prepared, | 
and the angelic officers have made a juſt ar- 
rangement of the aſſembled congregation; 
the omniſcient judge revealing himſelf in a 
due degree ot viſlbility, mall proceed to 
judgment. Then goodneſs and mercy at- 
tempering juſtice, will exclude vengeance, 
The penetrating eye of all-knowing Omniſci- 
ence, piercing deeply into the inmoſt ſoul, at 
one view, in the faithful book of copfcience, 
will read the whole tranſactions of every ſpi- 
rit; and intimately know all its words, 
thoughts, and deeds; without any formal 
proceedings : giving every one according to 
his actions a kind reward, or juſt denunciati- 


on of chaſtiſement. 
Firſt 
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Firſt he will ſele&t thoſe faithful friends 
and ſervants, who have devoted themſelves 
peculiarly to his ſervice, going through for his 
lake a world of ſufferings, truſting in his meri- 
torious excellence, and rejoicing in the confi-, 
dence of his promiſes. Theſe he will place 
on his right hand; near whom he will add in 
the wide extent of poſſible mercy, all who 
have any the leaſt plea of moral rectitude. 
On his left will be ordered, all thoſe incorrigi- 
ble ſin- obey ing offenders, and proudly-wiſe 
contemners of a name, their love of folly 
made them diſbelieve; who, rejecting all the 
kind offers of redeeming love; and diſdaining 
the laws of juſtice, committed with greedi- 
neſs the vile actions to which they were 
prompted by wickedneſs. All thoſe whom 
Faith, Virtue, Goodneſs, Mercy and Religion, 
are aſhamed to acknowledge, and for whom 
they can never be prevailed upon to become 
interceſſors, will be fearfully ſeparated | 
Then depoſed from their aerial uſurpations, 
Satan, Lucifer, Belzebub, and all the infernal 
hoſt, will be driven in the front of the dei- 
fic ſon, the bright illumination of whoſe eter- 
nal god-head, . will utterly confound their 
7 — pride and whoſe power almighty, 
will force them through the weakneſs of con- 
ſcious imbecility, to confeſs him in their hard- 
ened hearts the ſupreme god, whom nothing 
can withſtand ; though with their obſtinate 
lips, 
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lips, they deny a truth, they feel ſo my 
to their confuſion, _ 

Truth, Mercy and Juſtice, appearing then 
as in conſultation with the Omnipotent Judge, 
will ſoon bring on the great, the important 
deciſion; who beholding his own ideas of 
reficude, as in a glaſs, will denounce his 
rightious ſentence. At that awful moment, 
every wind will be huſhed | Solemn filence 
will reign over every perſonage! Nature 
herſelf will become ſtill that ever was reſt- 
leſs! Inceſſant motion will ceaſe, and the 
high orbs rolling above, will ſtop liſtening in 
wonderous expectation of ſome moſtintereſting 
revolution! The very juſt will become abaſh- 
ed; and the wicked will tremble to the very 
centre of their exiſtence. Peſpair ſeizing 
the vital principles of the dlabolic tranſgreſ- 
fors, ſhall lacerate their ſcared conſtiences, - 
make them clang their horrid chains, in miſe- 
- 8 expectation of woe, direful paſt expreſſi- 

till with black faners like themſelves, 
mk call upon their darling gods Annihilation, 
Non-exiſtence, and boaſted Mortality! whoic 
piomiſes failing in the hour of need, they 
will as vainly call upon the hills, the moun- 
tains, and lofty rocks, to fall upon.and cover 
them from the power of divine juſtice! Nay, 
in the frantic fore-taſte of horror, they will 
apply to wild Chaos, vainly wiſhing he would 
ruſh forth with all his obſtreperous bands, 
and unhinge the fun, diſpJace the moon, th 
9 | 
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earth, and all the ſtars; and pull down the 
ſtable foundation, of eternal heaven over their 
devoted heads; daſh worlds againſt worlds, 
and involve the whole univerſe in all the in- 
extricable overthrow of ten-fold diſorder ; 


that being cruſhed together in outragious 
deſolation, they might all ſink together, con- 


founded in prodigiouſly univerſal deſtruction! 


Then ſerenely calm, the prince of mercy 
will ſay to the elected ſons of divine grace: 
well, have ye done, ye good and faithful ſer- 
vants; enter ye into the joy of your lord. 
Yes, come ye bleſſed of my father, the king 
of glory ſhall ſay, honouring them before the 
enemies of Truth; inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you, from the foundation of the 
world: for your ſtedfaſt belief of my perſon 
and ſteady obedience to my gm? 3 
ſhowing benevolence to the leaſt of my * 
thern, you have ſhewn it to me: in my king- 
dom are many manſions, there you ſhall meet 
a reward adequate to your deſerts, and my juſtice. 
The holy angels now their companions, 
will place on their heads glorious crowns of 
honour z and ſhouting as at the creation, with 
the morning ſtars, tuning their dulcet harps, 
they will ling the praiſe of redeeming love 
to true believers; and ſeraphic welcomes to 
the bleſt ſaints and martyrs |! 
Ihen turning to thoſe on the left, he ſhall 
pronqunce with inevitable authority ; depart 
from me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, pre- 
Vol. II. | LI | pared 
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pared for the devils and his angels. Void of 
charity to my brethern, you was a foe to me, 
and diſobedient to my laws. At length, up- 
riſing from his throne, with an air of ven- 
geance, he will pronounce the final deſtinati- 
on of the arch-devil and all his angels, ſay- 
ing: ye wicked ſpirits, you have filled up the 
meaſure of your iniquities, and now ripe for 
uniſhment, divine juſtice requires that you 
ſhall be chained 1n the bottomleſs pit, where a 
hell of fiery torments ſhall diſplay you a per- 
ial example of miſery ; that will ſerve 
eternally to deter worlds without number 
from diſobedience ! 
At that rattling down with clanging chains 
the tormentor will appear amidſt horrible 
thunders, ſurrounded with the bickering flame 
of forky lightning, and vomiting fire and 
ſmoak from his mouth enormous: immenſe of 
bulk, potent in ſtrength, and grim of aſpect, 
he wall fla ſtalk down the clouds frowing ruina- 
tion and miſery unutterable ! His fiery eyes 
will fay, who can be hid from our keen glan- 
ces? his ſwift feet will aſk quick to overtake 
who can eſcape when we purſue? and his 
irriſiſtible arms ſhall inquire who can deliver 
you from our nervous graſp ? while his ears 
deaf to mercy's call, will enjoy the groans, 
the bitter ſcreams, nnd lamentations, of ae 


once cruel and wicked. 
At this terrific condemnation, with tortur- 


ed 2888 appreſt. the TP ſhall be 


ſeized 


= Tux BONZE 29 
ſeized by the tormentor and officers of Juſ- 
| tice, be bound with adamantine fetters; and 
direfully driven with whips of ſcorpions ſhall | 
be toſt into the fiery ocean of the burning ſun ; 
and while they belch their horrid blaſphe- 
mies, be always in the conſpicuous pangs of 
agonizing death without ever dying! The ever- 
laſting gates of unmelting braſs, ſnall be cloſed 
upon them, whence fierce Vengeance declares 
they never muſt return: for as by their rebel - 
lion, they brought many to miſery, ſo by their 
eternal ſufferings, they ſhall contribute to the 
eternal obedience of all univerſe. Ah, thou 
- guileful pleaſure of ſin, dancing upon a preci- 
pice, to what exceſs of miſery doſt thou en- 
danger mankind, for the ſake of a momen- 


tary gratification ? 


The HEAVENLY RESTORATION. 

No the great the awful day of judgment 
being finiſhed, the ever glorious king will 
mount again his triumphant chariot. Having 
ſubdued all his enemies, he will reward his 
friends, lead them into the celeſtial city of 
god, and preſent them ſpatleſs through his 
own innocencey to his almighty father. His 
chariot ſelf-moving, turning upon its golden 
wheels, will riſe ſpontaneous towards the 
bright empyreal metropolis ; loud trumpets 
declaring his ſacred approach! All the ſons 
of heaven, in bands divine, choir within choir, 

hymning vocal melody, and ſounding ſublime- 
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ly, lofty ſtrains of inſtrumental harmony, 
with ſoft flutes, tender lyres, and golden min- 
ſtrels, will applaud the king of glory; and 
the ſons of god waiting his approach, and 
ſhouting for joy, will join ſeraphic acclamati- 
on, ſaying: bleſſed be the Lord God, for his 
mercy endureth for ever; he is the great re- 
deemer of fallen man, the holy ſaviour of loſt 
angels, and the immaculate propitiator be- 
tween god and his creatures. Oh then 
open your everlaſting gates, ye golden porti- 
coes of heaven, and receive the king of im- 
mortal glory! For thou O lord god, haſt 
conquered all thy enemies! Thou haſt de- 
ſtroyed that tyrant death, the king of terrors ! 
and vanquiſhing whole armies of evils,thou haſt 
impriſoned them among - the incorrigible 
wicked to be their tormentors: but thy — 
ful, thou haſt rewarded with ſtarry crowns of 
never- fading delight! cloathed them with 
glorious 1mmortality ! and now art reſtoring 
them to the once loſt palaces of everlaſting 
| happineſs! For which we praiſe thee, oh im- 
marceſſible God! bleſſed over all, for ever 
and ever! Amen! Hallelyjah !----But be- 
fore the human forms approach the battle- 
ments of heaven, they ſhall be ſpiritualized ; 
and as they enter the ſacred piazza, and hea- 
venly veſtibule, they ſhall become glorified. 
Paſſing through bright throngs of angelic 
inhabitants ſinging glad welcomes, the deific 
ſon approaching the throne of the moſt high, 
1 W 


TRE BON Z E. 261 
will preſent his elect blameleſs ; who kneel- 
ing at the footſteps, covering their faces 
from the exceſs of illumination, the Omnipo- 
tent Father, and the ever glorious Holy Spi- 
rit, will pour upon them the divine grace of hea- 
venly benedictions; by which they ſhall be- 
come perfectly celeſtialized. Thus, before 
all univerſe the gracious Son will reconcile 
| the faithful to his benignant Father, who him- 
ſelf from his hallowed lips will give the glad 
pronunciation of eternal pardon ; the holy 
Jpirit will breath into them celeſtial grace: 
— the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, three 
perſons and one God, in conſpicuous unity, 
will vitally inſpire the proſtrate accepted with 
divine bleſſedneſs. Then all heaven will 
ſhout joyful, with friendly gratulations; and 
will conduct them triumphantly, to the glori- 
ous habitations, prepared for their due recep- 
tion. There in the blooming gardens of ne- 
ver fading pleaſure, glorious With palaces of 
gold, and glittering with precious jewels, they 
will be inducted, amidſt immortal flowerets 
ever blooming, trees bearing golden fruit, and 
tranſlucent rivers of liquid chryſtal; whoſe 
flowery banks are ſtrewed with emeralds, ru- 
| bies, and ſparkling diamonds. 

Thus in the celſitude of bliſs divine, at 
intellectual banquets, beneath the dome of 
noble magnificence, the happy reintegrated 
ſons of glory, ſhall quaff the joys of immor- 
tal liberality, with "OY pleaſure all the 


celeſ- 
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celeſtial graces, ever-ſmiling gaity, heavenly 
joy, conſtantly-delightful feſtivity, and eter- 
nal happineſs; forming inſeperable unions 
with heavenly wiſdom, divine goodneſs, celeſ- 
tial honour, and ſupernal holineſs ; ſhall for 
ever concur to make the exiſtence of the re- 
ſtored, a life of inceſſant pleaſure, immenſe and 
perfect happineſs! There to the moſt en- 
chanting ſtrains of paſſionate melody, the 
tuneful choir of roſy-lip'd Zraphims, with 
voices ſilver ſweet, will begin the ſong to god 
the great Meſſiah king; chanting lofty praiſes 
to a god- lke ſaviour, who ſuffered to render 
millions happy ! who then triumphantly vic- - 
torious conquered direful evil; led captivity 
captive, utterly deſtroying cruel diſeaſes, and 
the horrid tyrant Death, that potent king of 
terrors! Binding with everlaſting chains dire 
Temptation and Pride, Diſobedience, inferna} 
Fury, reprobate Sin, diabolic Malice, and ter- 
rific Revenge; with all the ſoul-tormenting 
mental evils: hurling them fit aſſociates to- 
gether in one prodigious priſon ; never more 
to approach the happy ſpirits now ſecured 
for ever in the boſom of eternal bleſſedneſs. 
Now the mighty work of reſtoration being 
completed, the Meſſiah king will fit down on 
the right hand of paternal majeſty on high; 
and all the angelic hoſt will worſhip him, cry- 
ing: thy throne, O god, is for ever and ever! 
A ſceptre of righteouſneſs is the ſceptre of 
thy kingdom. Thou art our ere 
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and receiving from thee, O thou moſt holy 
fountain of goodneſs, immortal happineſs, we 
glory in thy ſervice, and rejoice in being thy 
miniſtring ſpirits; for as thou art the creator, 
thou art the great preſerver of the univerſe! 
Then the bright filial power will reſign into 
the hands of the adorable paternity, the ſcep- 
tre of dominion; and reſting in the boſom of 
God the Father, be with him, and the holy 
ſpirit, all in all, three perſons and one god, 


over all things, bleſſed for evermore ! Amen! 


Dis TRIBUTIVE THEOLOGY. 
The INTERMEDIATE STATE 
A Hiſtory of Venus, or the World of Love. 


The noble angel of metempſychoſlis for a 
minute pauſed,----And then he thus re- aſſum- 
ed his diſcourſe. From death to the day of 
judgment, you will find a great interval, to 
fill up which till that important day, you are 
' deſtined to occupy, in a light etherial vehicle, 
another world : one of thoſe orbs which, with 
the earthly ball, journey round the central 
ſun in the appointed path of regularity, 
Venus, yon bright ſtar is to be your happier 


abode. Some who have finiſhed their various 


trials through Tranſmigration with inferior 

virtue, will begin a gradation towards purity, 

at the loweſt ſtation, on ſaturn and his ſatelli- 

ties in order to wipe off the ſtains of guilt, 

prevent the failings of imperfection, and _ 
; | | the 
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the love of goodneſs, till more vitally refined 
they are renewed and fitted to receive admiſſi- 
on, into the manſions of ſpotleſs ſanctity. 
Thy lot 1s more fortunate, for the orb of Venus 
js the world of delicate and mental love, where 
the groſs fumes of carnal deſire never ſmoul- 
der; but love analogons to angelic amity, 
burns there the pure flame of activity, clear 
as the ſunny beam. There in a vehicle ſuited 
to the warm region, for no ſpirit is without 
form but Deity, who filling all ſpace without 


body, parts, or paſſion, is infinitely unlimited; 


you will enjoy. exiſtence all the intermediate 
interval, free from pain, in a delectable land 
of pleaſure, continually refining your heart, 


improving your underſtanding, and exalting 


your nature! Far from the reach of Tempta- 
tion, and the deceptions of Vice; Reaſon 
bettering itſelf, and advancing ſtep by ftep, 
towards perfection by the divine affiſtance of 
heavenly grace and favour, will regulate all 
the paſſions, and alone govern the will. 
Hence none of your actions will be the off- 
ſpring of impaſſioned folly, and Wiſdom will 
guide all your ſteps. All the laws of refined 
Religion, will then be delightful. Your heart 
glowing with benevolence towards your neigh- 
bour, you will love your creator with all your 
- ſoul; but to offend him and do evil, things 
ſo repugnant to your inclination, would be 
your greateſt averſion and torment. O happy 
inhabitants of thoſe etherial worlds, where the 

occa- 
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occaſions and inclination of fin are done away, 
and where your greateſt delight and molt plea- 
ſurable employment will be in the perform- 
ance of goodneſs, and the fellowſhip of lovely 
beings, graced with never-fading beauty, and 
internally enriched with goodneſs, wiſdom, 
virtue, a delicate ſenſibility, and a heart fo diſ- 
poſed, that while it receives pleaſure in the 
good-will and generous endeavours of others 
do pleaſe, its greateſt delight conſiſts in com- 
municating every joy and pleaſure in its pow- 
er, ſweetly vibrating with the touch of grati- 
tude. 

O, groveling earth ! what are all thy joys 
and mingled pleaſures to thoſe of another 
exiſtence ? and yet how much even the good, 
bleſt with the better hope of ſuperior bliſs in 
their next life, ſhrink inward at the thought of 
diſſolution! As haſty Time, with impercep- 
tible ſtages, draws them nearer the end of 
life's little journey, they are more careful of 
their crazy tenement, nor if poſſible, will once 
ſuffer the winds to blow on them too rudely. 
Though the holy and the virtuous can ſtrip 
the phantom Death, of the falſe terrors under 
which he maſks himſelf to frighten the chil- 
dren of folly; though they can behold him in 
his native beauty, the kind friend of wretched 
mortals, the dear reliever of bodily pangs, the 
porter who alone can open to man the gates 
of immortality; yet ever inconſiſtent with 
their better judgment, they chuſe to linger 
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in their priſon a little longer; ſenſibly indeed 
at the ſame time, waiting patiently the will of 
heaven's eternal Emperor. 

But were it poſſible for ſome ſtupendous 
angel, to draw back the prodigious curtain of 
ſpace, which hangs between this world and 
that to come, and to reveal its wondrous de- 
lights diſtinct to human eyes, made to bear 
its now inſufferable glories; how paltry 
would appear earth's utmoſt magnificence, its 
comforts ſtupid, and its joys how trifling, 
that the enraptured beholder, diſdaining his 
trifling connexions, his terrene delights, and 
his robe of fleſh, would become all ſoul, re- 
quire its native heaven, and long to ſoar aloft 
among the world of ſpirits! 

There O, Sun! thou nobleſt gift of God to 
man, thou copious fountain of light and heat, 
ſplendidly approximated, pouring out floods 
of day on the joyous globe, will to the adapt- 
ed regions give refulgent glory. All your 
pebbles will be exalted to diamonds, and your 
metals will be principally gold. The moſt 
beautiful gems will be as gravel, and your 
houſes inchantment realized, blazing with 
brilliant jewels and rich with glittering gold ! 
No piercing wintry blaſts can reach your ri- 
pening fruits, which will taſte on the nice 

alate with the moſt exquiſite flavour; and 
your blooming flowers, glowing under a warm- 
er ſun, will gain more richneſs of colour, 


as well as a higher perfume, The thick * : 
of. 
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of ever verdant trees, watered by continual ri- 
vers, ſhall afford the cool umbrageous freſco 
againſt the ſultry noon-tide, and the ſcorching 
ſun i in his meridian car. Every night copious 
dews, or genial ſhowers of rain ſhall refreſh 
all nature, who in the heat of day, languiſhed 
with the fervours of a fun full of ardour. 

This is the intermediate ſtate, where thou 
art to remain, and improve thy nature, till 
thou gain the happy reſtoration, and utterly 
leave the ſolar ſyſtem as a fixed inhabitant. 
For when you are admitted into the immar- 
ceſſible glories of heaven, you will find the 
whole univerſe but as one immenſe kingdom: 
Heaven being the metropolis, the imperial 
court, and royal palace of God, where Deity 
more peculiarly reſides, all the infinite 
worlds immenſely ſcattered through ſpace, 
being but as provinces over which angelic 
 vice-roys preſide. Here the contemplation 
of the vaſt firſt cauſe, and his aſtoniſhing 
works, will prove an inexhauſtible fountain of 
delightful inveſtigation, pleaſure and happi- 
neſs. How will thy ſoul expand itfelf to 
contemplate Deity, and to love him for his 
goodneſs, as well as revere him for his infi- 
nite and his incommunicable perfection, till 
thou art admitted to that deific love and ami- 
ty, which ſubſiſts between the great creator 
and his choſen creatures; which ſurpaſſes all 
human conception, and the tongue of angels ! 
M m 2 How 
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How wilt thou fly on the wings of rapture 
in ſearch of divine knowledge, after you have 
learned wiſdom at the fountain head, to a 
variety of worlds by permiſſion, to improve 
your enlarged underſtanding ! or in a golden 
chariot a miniſtring ſpirit, bearing the com- 
mands of Deity, you will ruſh through ſpace, 
ſwift as the flaſh of light that darts inſtanta- 
neous from the riſing ſun; and fully gratify 
the noble deſire of knowledge, from ſyſtem to 

ſyſtem, as you make the glorious tour of uni- 
verſe! To this what a mole-hill is all earth! 
What a piſmire is man! and all his works 
how trifling! Oh Lord before thee how 
Pride ſtands confounded ! EPs 
The vicarious prince ended, and I bowed 
grateful for his kind intelligence ; then he 
immediately ordered a ſwift-winged chariot, - 
into which conducting me he bid me adieu, 
and I poſted away with amazing velocity to 
the ſphere of Venue, which now grew upon 
the eye a little world of love, and vigorous 
pleaſure. Sailing through the blue expanſe 
which flows within the ſolar ſyſtem, the chariot 
reſted when we came to the atmoſphere of 
Venus, and there from attracted atoms, ſoon 
modified, my divine conductor placed me in 
a delicate vehicle, ſuited to the climate. 
Then moving on, we alighted in the centre 
of the brilliant morning ſtar: the heavenly 
guide entertaining me all the way, who now 
took leave of me, and ſwiftly returned. I 
| was 
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was kindly received by the generous inhabi- 
tants, who beholding our bright chariot wait- 


ed our approach, and ſoon accommodated me 


in this new world, as if J had been their deareſt 
friend: for love and lovelineſs, mental and 
corpareal, are their characteriſtic. 

J was conducted to an elegant palace, not 
formed to gratify pride but to poliſh manners, 
and introduced to the king; who receiving 
me with the ſweetneſs of unaffected affibility, 
required me to ſit with him at a delicate ban- 
quet: and without the election of ceremony, 
he aſked the next before him to fill up the 
feſtival with their company. His Venuſian 
majeſty entertained me with accounts, plea- 


ſingly relative to his kingdom; and in return 


I narrated a variety of incidents which gratifi- 
ed curioſity: for I had their language by in- 


tuition with the power of fertile reminiſcence. 


My form was perfectly adapted for the admiſ- 
Ran of pleaſing impreſſions, in a world receiv- 
ing ſuch rich floods of light, and ſuch a vaſt 
portion of heat from the bright centre of our 
ſyſtem. But Providence for our refreſhment, 


had amply guarded us from the fervent beams 


of the ſun, by ſurrounding us with an atmoſ- 
phere, which refracted and entangled the dart- 
ing rays, turned their direction before the 


reached us; and ſerved as an umbrella to 
ſhade off the burning heat, without en 


ing the uſeful light. 
8 The 
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The ſurface of the globe is a rich modifi- 
cation of material particles, variegated with 
hill, dale and valley, romantic rocks, caverns 
and grottos, interſected by millions of little 
brooks, ſtreams, caſcades, fountains, rivers, 
lakes, and narrow unſalted ſeas, or far extend- 
ing canals: all formed in the moſt exquiſite 
rafte, and free ſymetry of nature; without 
the dullneſs of uniformity. From theſe ſweet 
waters running pellucid, the attractive ſun 
draws up continual vapours ; which ſettling 
| beneath the atmoſphere, and condenſed in its 
' abſence by the cool refreſhing night, fall in 
early dews innoxious, and oentle ſhowers, 
equally over the fertile ſphere; and give per- 
petual verdure to the velveted carpet of 
flowers, and herbs underfoat : and perfection 
to every tree and ſhrub, that form over-head the 
ſhady grove, or mark the appropriated garden. 

The cultivation of every thing conduſive 
to pleaſure, or neceſſary to exiſtence, is per- 
formed without lou, by that exerciſe which 
is agreeable to an honeſt mind. The charm- 
ing offspring of variety in a thouſand differ- 
ent trees, furniſh the table with never-failing 
repaſts, the bounteous gifts of generous hoſ- 
pitality ; charming to the eye by their elegant 
formation, pleaſing to the ſmell by their ſweet 
emitted richneſs, and delicious to the taſte 
from ripe juices delectable in flavour. Here 
the ferocious paſſions are not nurtered by any 


blood, nor is cruelty patronized by the ſlaugh- 
| 1 
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ter of innocent victims, to gratify gluttony ! 
Here are indeed no inferior creatures! Death 
is baniſhed the happy regions, and though 
there is no need of generation, yet, for the 
ſake of elegance, there is a diſtinction of ſexes, 
femenine and maſculine; and all are partly 
impaſſible, though we have ſenſes that bear 
analogy to thoſe of mortals, as well as means 
of perception of which you are unacquainted 
and can gain no idea. The whole empire 
is but one family, governed by one king or 
father, whoſe only pre- eminence is the ſtudy 
of the public good; the ſoul of the body po- 
litic which keeps the members together being 
unity of will and deſign, and which to one 
common centre directs our actions. But there 
no ſuch thing is known as property, for all 
things are in common, and god- like love ſets 
us all on a level, which was the heaven- pro- 
vided ſource of undiſturbed peace and happi- 
neſs; and from which flow innumerable joys 
and never-failing pleaſures. 
As the intermediate ſtate 1s not modelled 
by Providence for a ſtate of probation, that 
being finiſhed on the terreſtrial globe, our 
ſyſtem is founded on perfect equality, and our 
happineſs on real patriotiſm, and public good ; 
by which we naturally love our neighbour as 
ourſelves, and the Deity with all our ſouls: 
while to be benevolent and perform acts of 
goodneſs is no merit, and therefore meets no 
praiſe, for the very occaſion, to be otherwiſe 
| +4 =; is 
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is. almoſt unknown ! Yes, the gracious author 
of all happineſs, who delights to ſee his crea- 
tures happy, and who bears an utter, repug- 
| Hance to behold them in miſery, never ſuffers. 
that hell-born progenitor of an innumerable 
race of evils, PROPERTY, once to ſet his de- 
deſted foot, or any of his infernal powers, on 
the happy world of love and felicity. Oh! 
was he once. but to gain the leaſt dominion in 
our regions, in proceſs of time he would flily 
introduce ſuch armies of miſeries by inſenſi- 
ble degrees, who every moment growing 
ſtronger while we grew weak, would fix 
themſelves and uſurp ſuch tyrannic ſway, that 
it would become impoſſible for any thing leſs 
than divine to form their expulſion. I trem- 
ble but to think what wretchednels we ſhould 
ſuffer! 

But now direful Property prolific of amaz- 
ing evils, the fierce enemy of wretched mor- 
tals! that with iron ſway cruſhes the poor, but 
vitiating the very ſouls of thoſe on whom with 
deceitful ſmiles, he heaps his deſtructive boun- 


8 * ties! now he is baniſhed our realms how 


pleaſing the reflexion ! we have no multitudes 
of deſtructive lawyers ! or immenſe armies of 
ſoldiers ! and living without vaſt herds of 

r we have but a very few prieſts. 
n ſhort, we have no experience of all the 
evils, follies and vices, which abundantly tor- 
ment mankind. For one frail mortal whom 
dirty earth, calls ſon, and the worm owns for 
its 
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its brother, how many ſlaves are doomed 
that he may live a few moments in royalty 
what numbers to erect his palace, to procure 
his equipage, and guard his kingdom ! what 
millions are employed in commerce, to build 
and guide amazing ſhips! how many thou- 
ſands are buſied in trade, toil in manufacturies, 
and labour various works! Under the knife 
how many victims fall to appetite! Thus 

Pride, Luxury, Voluptuouſneſs, and unnum- 
bered vices, the offspring of Property, at once 
charm, maintain, puniſh, and deſtroy the ſons 

of Earth! while happy Equality rules the land 
of Love. 

The empire is divided into tueler pro- 
vinces, and the king reſides a year, or revo- 
lution round the ſun, which 1s but ſhort, in 
each province, whoſe dear preſence is ever 
pleaſing to his fondly faithful ſubjects, who, 
| ſincerely loving him, are equally beloved 
and to their affection they ſuperadd a holy ve- 
neration for his perſon, as heaven's ſacred. 
ſubſtitute. When any thing particular is ne- 
ceſſary to be performed for public good, at 
his ever proper command, ready numbers al- 
ways at hand, for change of exerciſe, ſoan 
bring every uſeful deſign to perfection; for 
nothing is done out of ſuperfluous oſtenta- 

tion, or to gratify ſilly pride, or trifling va- 
nity. There Love knows no ſlaves, nor 
owns any lordly maſters! That happineſs may 
be complete, we are by our natural ſyſtem 
V 11. Nan = Om 
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what you: call poliſhed in manners and refined; 


not ruſticated clowns, and uneducated pea- 
ſants, ſtupid as the clod they ſeparate. Real 
| benevolence is our common practice, from 


which it is an eaſy ſtep to the politeneſs of 
refined manners, and the judicious niceties of 
decorum, which we exert with rational pro- 
priety, not taught by ceremonious formality. 

The law of heaven is wrote on our hearts, 
but offence being excluded by benevolence 
and want of property, we have no puniſh- 
ments. Every perſonage has an elegant but 


1mall erection, with a lovely little garden in 


the ſtile of ſweetneſs, which good. manners 
ever renders facred to privacy, not to be 
broken through but by 1 Invitation or acquieſ- 
CENCE. 

We form holy friendſhips, which fickleneſs 
and caprice never diſſolve, whence flow our 
fineſt pleaſure, built on that ſympathy of ſoul, 

that genial harmony of mind, reſulting from 
delicate ſenſibility, which the more it 1s known, 
grows the more endearing. 

The fine paſſion which we bear towards 
each other, is between the ardency of ſeraphic 
love, and the tepid friendſhip of mortals, 
guided by unremitting ſincerity. Our con- 


nexion of ſoul is extremely intimate, there- 


fore we perfectly know and are known, by 
which there is a ſweet harmonious uniſon of 
ſouls ſubſiſting in our holy friendſhips, and a 
unity inſeparably e for the baſis of our 
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3 is goodneſs of heart. Thus per- 
tectly loving and beloved we have the ſame 
inclinations, the ſame will, and ſuch a mutual 
correſpondency of diſpoſition, that one are 
our intereſts, deſigns, pleaſures, hopes, and 
deſires, which actuate us with ſuch a ſympa- 
thiſing electricity, as if by one ſoul we were 
animated! But the delicate communications 
bear this exceliency ; that the pleaſure reſult- 
ing from mutual amity is, beyond compa- 
riſon, of a finer nature, and more energetic, 
than any ſolitary delight any one can enjoy 
unparticipated. 

Human beings, my dear Confuciango, 
ſometimes feel a portion of this divine har- 
| mony, in the ſpring-tide of an unſophiſticated 
youth, when the ſoul is moſt fitted for deli- 
_ cate impreſſions : but as this pure flame is 
generally at this time lit up by the fuel of 
ſenſuality, it too often evaporates, or ſmoul- 
ders in the ſmoke of fleſhly deſire : or, if 
a friendſhip it dwindles into caprice, or ſelt- 
iſnneſs; but in proportion as Virtue and Good- 
neſs ſupply the flame, it beams on the dark- 
ſome mind a perpetual day of light and plea- 
fure, of which we both have been convinced 
by the moſt agreeable ſenſations. 

This tenderneſs for individuals does not, 
like too many terrene paſſions, abſorb an af. 
fection for the whole, or quench the love of 
Deity ; our joys are accelerated by a wide ex- 
ertion of general goodwill towards our fellow- 
| Nn 2 Creatures, 
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creatures, impartially flowing all around like 
the ſunny beam; and we feel no torturing 
ealouſj, becauſe generous Benevolence has 
quenched all the powers of ſelfiſhneſs! But 
the love of the Creator is with us the life of 
the ſoul, which can as eaſily ceaſe to exiſt, as | 
ceaſe to love the Deity; for we mentally be- 
hold him as the perfect model of all that is 
beautiful, the ſource: of unmixed happineſs, 
which he ever ſhowers on our path of life, 
and the glorious origin of delicate purity and 
— - ---- 5-” -- - 
When I was firſt with the king I found a 
perſonage of a correſponding temper of ſoul 
to mine; I thought him . worthy. regard, and 
he felt towards me the ſame Kind of ſenti- 
ment. We became ſworn friends and bro- 
thers. He, with a few others, ever ready to 
lend a helping hand, ſoon erected me a little 
rural palace of neatneſs, for we have no me- 
tropolis or city. Every province forms a con- 
tinued kind of paradiſaical garden, interſperſed 
with pleaſure temples of all conſtructions, 
tents, Pavilions, and palaces, amidſt delici- 
dus proſpects, ſeated near charming roads, 
and canals, planted with a kind of almond, 
myrtle, orange, and lemon trees for ſhade, 
ſweet ſmelling and pleaſing to the ſight, run- 
ning N through and acroſs every diſ- 
trict; that wherever we go beauteous ſcenes 
of delight preſent themſelves to our enrap- 
„ tt oo ot 
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_ Having but little uſe for the arts, we prin- 
cipally ſtudy the ſciences, thoſe which exer- 
ciſe genius, diſcover taſte, and give a poliſh 
to life, without adminiſtering to the luxury 
of voluptuouſnets : for if any thing border- 
ing upon vice, . or leaning off reaſon appears, 
the choſen council of the king, ſoon with ho- 
neſt impartiality, lay on it the hand of pre 
vention. Thus the vacancies of Leiſure are 
filled up, for we ſtrongly provide) againſt Idle- 
neſs, and ſhew little countenance to Indolence; 
but we make it a rule always to mingle utility 
with pleaſure. E . 
As the moſt rational delight reſults from 
ſolemn meditation, we ſtudy ſubjects the moſt 
elevated. extending our capacities with philo- 
ſophic diſquiſitions, often aſſiſted and directed 
by angelic viſitants, poſting through our at- 
moſphere, which our wings cannot penetrate, 
T hoſe who poſſeſs a creative genius, exerciſe 
their enraptured fancy in the works of ſubs 
lime imagination; eaſily inſpired with the 
beauty of ſurrounding objects, and ſoon heat- 
ed with poetic ardour to the true paths, from 
the rich temperature of the climate, which. 
ſerves inſtead of the fire and animating ſpirit 
kindled by furious paſſions among mortals. 
The language is rich, clear, and elegantly 


ſweet, naturally flowing in the muſic of me- 


lodious periods, by which our thoughts are 
communicated with the utmoſt eaſe between 
ratiocination and intuition, We write and 
; 
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print for our recreation, when it ſuits fancy, 
in a manner that. bears analogy to hierogly- 
phics, and ſhort hand, by which with a glance 
of the eye, we take in and comprehend a pa- 
ragraph. But nothing is made public but 
what carries the perfection of elegance, de- 
light, and utility, ſo allowed by the impartia- 
hty of unerring judgment. How ſweet in the 
hour of contemplation is the poetic page, 
when ſeated beneath ſome fragrant ſhade, be- 
fore which rich proſpects open delightful, we 
muſe over the living ſoul of communicated 
thought enraptured * | 
As to mulic the favourite recreation of all 
intelligent beings, we poſſeſs it in great per- 
fection; for our ſouls being harmony, we all 
naturally are muſicians, and maſters of every 
inſtrument to which taſte directs, with voices 
of various tones, all ſweetly pleaſing apart, 
and delightful in conjunction. In ſtated ſea- 
ſons, when we meet to praiſe the great creator, 
we form choruſſes i in the utmoſt magnificence, 
where nations join together in a delightful am- 
phitheatric-circus, bounded by tall trees ſe- 
veral miles in circumference, in which ſoft 
ſeats, row above row, riſe up againſt the backs 
of natural mounts of graſſy verdure, inmixt 
with flowers, ſhaded regularly above and be- 
low with delicious ſhruberies. : 
As to the elegancies of dreſs which deco- 
rate and diſtinguiſh proud mortals, the badges 
of een chat requires adventitious 
cloathing, 
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cloathing, we diſregard; for beautiful in our 
own natural delicacy of ſtructure, and fixed 
in a ſerene climate, gaudy robes would only 
encumber and hide the gracefulneſs of our 
fine perſons nor do we know that painful 
ſenſe of ſhame, about which mortals make 
ſuch a fuſs in their idea of modeſty. In na- 
ked majeſty we move, and knowing no guilt, 
are of ſhame unconſcious ! 

We frequently have public aflveiativns 


| Every region has its general granary, from 


which individuals are ſupplied. When they 
are recruited, which numbers perform with 
pleaſure, mixed with rural ſports; we meet in 
large bodies with joyous feſtivity. The ſofter 
feminine, Joining the ſprightly dance with the 
graver maſculine, gives to pleaſure that foul 
of graceful ſweetneſs, which without them, 
even in the happy regions, would loſe the 
quickneſs of its reliſh, and be in ſome degree 
inſipid. There it was I met with one of a 

delicate frame of ſoul, bearing ſuch a ſprightly 
correſpondency of diſpoſition to mine, yet of 
a finer and more ſubtile ſenſibility, joined to 
uch benevolence, ſuch ſweetneſs of manners, 
and real wiſdom, that we formed the holy 
union of love, which even there is more inti- 
mately one's ſelf than friendſhip ; and who 
ſhould that be but your ſiſter, my fair conſort 
Philafanga ! For the worthy, after mortal ſe- 
paration, are permitted to recognize their dear 


WW tends and relatives. 


The 
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The moment we came within reach of the 
optic faculty, as by attraction our eyes fingled 
out each other, and drawing cloſer together, 
to juſtify remembrance, we flew into each 
others arms in an extaſy of mental rapture, 


that partook of nothing but exalted intellec- 


tuality; and thus we formed the union of 
Jove, never to be ſeparated : here only true 
of platonic love A | 
As we fat in the odoriferous ſhade of em- 
bowering bloſſoms, ſhe informed me that, 


recovering from the wound ſent in my pre- 


ſence by the cruel hand of the rebel, her la- 
dies conveyed her to a place of ſafety, but 
finding all loft, and no hope of ſeeing me 


again, ſhe retired and was converted, and 


ſpending the ſmall remainder of life in piety 
and ſorrow, ſhe ſoon died, and was conducted 
to the happy intermediate ſtation. 5 

Then our recollective faculties expanding 


themſelves, we recovered the long obliterated 


ideas, which, as it were, lay dormant in our 
ſouls, and it was granted us to remember, 
that we had before been united in the bonds 
of ſocial love, where bloom the happy re- 
gions of heaven; that ſeduced together by 
the plauſible pretences of the arch traitor 
Lucifer, we el together, and ſhared each 
other's fate; that repenting, and deploring 


alike our turpitude, we were alike contemned 


by our deſtroyer, and at length both were ſent 
to the globe of probation; but indeed with- 
_— out 
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out knowledge of our former friendſhip, 
which now We ſo happily renewed. 


A PICTURESQUE EMBLEM, 


Beneath the canopying atmoſphere, which 


is of a chryſtaline texture, through whoſe 
pellucid fluid the eye beholds the clear maza- 
rine of heaven, a variety of clouds are float- 
ing, which ſeldom cloſely joining, ſhade off 
5 agreeably the ardent ray, without excluding 
too much the brilliant beams. Drawn by the 
ſun's heat, abundance of aqueous particles 
ſteam upwards, which condenſed in proper 
regions, are ſhook into copious dews, or 
gently fall in cooling ſhowers, ſweetly refri- 
pens. to the verdant herbage, and the 
fainting florets, with exhalations which form 
the cool refrefhing zephyr. Frequently, as 
we fit in mid-day, over-arched with Wert 
ſhrubs, the ſky preſents to our delighted eyes 
the moſt beautiful pictures, and cloud- formed 
entablatures, in imagination. The azure arch 
of heaven appears, the blue ground-work, 
and the fleecy vapours ſwelling ductile, be- 
come eaſily modified. The atmoſphere di- 
verging the perpendicular ray, and the ſhow- 
ery particles reflecting the light in various 
directions, afford an exceſs of colours, and 
ſhade the moſt ſtriking and glorious. 

Out of a little cloud, ſwelling enormous, 


becomes viſible the idol Property, erecting 
8 _ "NS. — 
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to himſelf a throne, holding a anden ſceptre. 
Then a variety of beings ariſe, to whom he 
partitions out the cloudy regions; after 
which, growing up by degrees, appear, as 
if by the magic hand of ſorcery, cloud- 
formed - palaces, the moſt ſuperb, and gor- 
geous temples, amazingly magnificent, while 
millions of people are continually employed | 
to ſeat and ſupport one perſon on a throne in 
the palace, who is no better than themſelves; 
the buſineſs of whoſe lives is ſpent to gratify 
his ſingle will, for whom they fight and de- 
vote themſelves to deſtruction, armies oppo- 
ſing armies, and hurling ten- fold confuſion 
Then pompous triumphs, in alto relievo, are 
delineated, the conqueror riding exulting in 
his golden carr, crowned with a diadem of 
victory; while at his chariot-wheels kings 
drag the chain of ſlavery. Or ſolemn pro- 
ceſſions of funereal pomp, where crowds of 
mourners, and officiating prieſts, in robes of 
fleecy white, are entering with ſacred pa- 
geantry, ſtupendous pyramids of monumental 
magnificence! Theſe, and a thouſand ſcenes 


of Property, are depicted with the exceſſive 


debaucheries of Voluptuouſneſs, the gran- 
deur. of Luxury, the tyranny of haughty 
Pride, the ſlavery of the many, the ſufferings 
of Poverty, the miſeries of Diſeaſe, and wick- 
edneſs of Vice, branching out in endleſs va- 
riety; with all the unſubſtantial nothingneſs 
of terrene Pleaſure, richly gaudy 1 in gay co- 

lours, 
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lours, and attractive to the eye, till a ſudden 


puff of wind blows them all in vaſt confuſion; 


and kings, beggars, palaces, and cotts, tumb- 
ling together, promiſcuouſly mingle into va- 
pour, at length vaniſh into nothing, and 


leave not a ſingle trace behind ! Such is the 


emblem of ſublunar glory ! 
We often make parties of pleaſure, but 


moſt frequently on the water, for weeks to- 


gether. Paſt deſcription then delightful are 


the ſongs, the muſic, and the entertainments. 


A thouſand exquiſite recreations charm us, 
both in the barges, and as we occaſionally 
land to falute our friends, in the beautiful 

ſummer palaces, temples, pagodas, which 
continually ariſe upon the flowery banks of 
the diaphanic ſea; the ample reſervoir of a 


thouſand gurgling ſtreams, and meandrin 


rivers, gliding through freſh verdure, fields 
of flowers, and hills of ſhrubs. To baniſh 
indolence, and vary the pleaſure of exerciſe, 
we often Fim down the aquatic regions with 
the greateſt facility; and, light of body, yet 
muſcularly powerful, we expand our beau- 
teous wings, and fly ſportive through the air, 
bounded by the atmoſphere, with rapidity. 


But our moſt ſolemn aſſembly is when we 


meet together to pay public adoration, with 
oratitude for the bounties received from the 


tatherly hand of a munificent creator, by the 


merit of his eternal ſon, and to requeſt of 
the holy ſpirit continuation of his goodness. 
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We have no temples for that purpoſe, which 
are works extreme and dangerous, more to 
gratify vanity, than manifeſtations of true 
piety, yet here they have propriety. We 
Pray in the open air, accompanying the high 
prieſt, who directs the ceremony. The globe 
is our temple, and the ſtarry arch of heaven 
our vaulted dome, under which we pour forth 
our oraiſons from the ſincere heart of grati- 
rude, with all the delicate fervours of love! 
Still more to exalt our exiſtence; as in the 
probationary globe evil powers tempt you to 
evil, bright angelic beings fly among us in 
frequent excurſions; and aſſociating for a ſea- 
ſon with us, ſtrengthen all our good reſolu- 
tions, and more and more fit us for the bea- 
tific preſence. . 5 | 
The tender charities of relationſhip, which 
ſo amiably ſubſiſt between father, mother, 


ſiſter, and brother, flowing from the connubi- 


al fountain, and which in the civilized world 
are held ſo ſacred, are not known in the in- 
termediate ſtate ;z becauſe we naturally bear to- 
wards each other univerſal benevolence. But 
here it is different. The great creator fore- 
ſeeing the prevalence, that ſelfiſhneſs would 
have in the human heart; moſt peculiarly eſta- 
bliſhed among mankind the ſyſtem of kin- 
dred, which is the grand band that ties and 
holds together, the very community, and 
makes wondrous Connexions among — 
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Thus the union of wedlock, cannot be held 


too ſolemn and ſacred; and accordingly the 


magiſtrate in great Wiſdom, diſtinguiſhes it 
with marks of honour, and with the ſanction of 
his power gives it protection: elſe the ſhallow 
 libertine, ridiculing the plan whoſe utility he 


has not ſenſe to underſtand, would ſubvert all 


its laws, and throw order into confuſion. In- 


ceſt or a union of near relations, not to menti- 
on it was forbid by divine commands, was. 


deteſted by the wiſeſt Heathens; and Edipus 
with the moſt horrid anxiety, heard the diſco- 

very which declared that hy chance, unknow- 

ingly he had married his mother. — Vet in 
the brute creation, all diſtinction of this kind 
is diſregarded----And according to common 
unenlightened reaſon, there ſeems to be no 
cogent argument, why ſuch à commixture 
among the human ſpecies ſhould be ſo horri- 
bly unnatural----Therefore, it proves that the 
ſentiment, which man ſeems to have imprinted 
on his heart, is a divine law, and poſitive com- 
mand, not that it carries any peculiar evil in 


itſelf, but for the purpoſes of ſociety, to intro- 


duce an artificial ſtated benevolence, that 
ſhould carry the appearance of Nature, con- 
necting and cloſely linking variety of people 
together, of different inclinations, and claſhing 
Intereſt : and out of the moſt diſcordant things, 
produce harmony, love and affection! But 
above where friends will know each other 
ceaſing to be man, we become the moſt aj. 
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fectionate to love. and oblige each other, in 
the moſt tender reciprocations. 

In this happy globe then, Hur ſpirits are 
defecated from the Sul Epirated in 
lower regions ; our ſouls being as it were re- 
newed, improved, bettered and exalted ; and 
as our original impurity, 1s cleanſed away by 
the blood of the grand Sacrifice : fitted to 
follow the Saviour of men and angels, intq 
his divine kingdom, we wait for the great 
day of the Lord; after which he will preſent 
us, crowned with righteouſneſs, and robed 
with ſanctity, to our Omnipotent Father, and 
reſtore us to everlaſting bleſſedneſs. 

Thus, my Confuciango, ſaid the conclud- 
ing prince Zangola, for your ſake, in order to 
ſtrengthen Virtue, and exalt Hope, I have 
boldly drawn open the curtain of pre-exiſt- 
ence; and diſcovered to your mental eye the 
myſterious ſcenes of Providence! Yes, it was 
by the motion of the fineſt of paſſions friend- 
| ſhip, which to indulge is an honour to the 
beſt natures, as well as a pleaſure; I obtain- 
ed of the great arch-angel of Tranſmigration, 
permiſſion to perform my terreſtrial promiſe, 
which was granted to my earneſt requeſt ; 
becauſe you have fitted yourſelf for the fa- 
vour of ſuch a ſuperior colloquy, by abſtain- 
ing from the follies and vices, which debaſe 
the terrigenous race of mortals: and have 
refined your nature by that delicate ſpecies of 


goodneſs, only to be learned by the doctrine 
of 
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of chriſtianity. For what avails Knowledge, 


Wiſdom, Power and Riches, if they do not 
better the heart, and improve the underſtand- 
ing! Adieu, my Confuciango! I wait ex- 
pective the happy hour of thy departure, glad 
if I might guide thee to thy intermediate ſtate 
the companion of my return. Till then be 
Providence thy protector 
. He ſaid no more, but waved his hand, and 
the brilliant ſcene vaniſhed, like the ideal 
traces of a viſion from the waking ſoul. 
Smiling ineffable ſweetneſs, he then turned 
from my arbour his celeſtial form ; while ab- 


ſorbed in rapture, I was incapacitated to reply 


from the lips of love and gratitude! His 
refulgent chariot then appeared which he 


gently aſcended, and beaming down upon 
my raviſhed eyes a parting ſmile, he moved 


upwards glorious, like a riſing ſtar; while 


| the clear air was filled with the richeſt fra- 


orance, and all above ſounded with the 
tweeteſt muſic. Lifting my face towards 
heaven I ſtood gazing enraptured, as if on 
earth my feet had taken root. Such was 
my ſoul's exhiliration! Then the gloomy 
{ſhades of night advancing, I ſought my mol- 
ſy cell full of thoughts profound; with the 
eaſy ſteps of ſatisfaction. All my foul was 


_ exalted. I looked down upon earth, with 


ity and contempt ;z and aſpired to regions of 


| immortal felicity. 


The 
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The venerable Anchorite Confuciango, 


thus finiſhed the auguſt narration of Zangola, 


from the hallowed lips of Wiſdom. Now my 
dear friends, the hermit rejoined, I hope your 
curioſity is ſatisfied of the poſſibility, that 
evil may exiſt conſiſtent with infinite power, 
and perfect goodneſs. But you may be in 
ſome pain to imagine, than even after the re- 
ſtoration of pardoned offenders, they will be 


again liable to diſobedience; and fo may fall 


never to riſe, like the arch fiend Satan, and 


his diabolic hoſt. To which I anſwer that as 


to Lucifer, and his followers, would they but 
condeſcend to repent, defecate their vitiated 
nature, ſtrive to gain their native purity, and 
ſincerely propitiate the offended majeſty of 
imperial heaven ; eterna] Goodneſs and never- 
failing Mercy, would find out ſome adequate 
method of reconciliation, in due time releaſe 


them from exceſs of miſery, and reſtore them 


to the joyful nations of glorious happineſs. 
Though created by "Almighty power, yet 


in ſome ſenſe all beings however glorious are 


imperfect, but Deity : for abſolute perfec- 
tion is an incommunicable attribute. Thus 
though angels poſſeſs all the happineſs their 
nature is capicitated to enjoy, yet they may 
feel the motion of ſelf-love agitating a defire 
to gain the bliſs of ſuperior ſtations ; and in 
proportion as that defire, if not wiſely ſtifled, 


is unaccompliſhed, they may begin to feel a 
mixed delight, then not be ſo grateful as duty 


requires z 
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requires; and from hence may follow the 


diſobedience of angelic natures, in the very 
domains of happineſs. But an actual and 


lively remembrance of the puniſhment ſuf- 


fered for tranſgreſſion will regulate theſe de- 
ſires, if any ſuch ariſe, and render all beings 
contented, and happy with the ſtation allotted 

by perfect Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; will teach 
them not to envy ſuperior excellencies: but 
to love, admire, and gratefully obey, where 
commands are the effects of rectitude. 
Therefore this dreadful lapſe will anſwer one 
ſuperb end in the univerſe; and that is, it 


will do away the very eſſence of recidivation, 


arreſt dire culpability, and baniſh for ever 


from the realms of bliſs. It will be 
next to impoſſible that we ſhould offend again, 
or any exiſtence be diſobedient; as this will 


be, throughout all the univerſe, a ſtanding 


memorial ever viſible, effectually to deſtroy the 


very idea of offence, ingratitude and diſobedi- 
ence, before birth, in the moment of concep- 


tion! Thus never-fading happineſs will 


take its undiſturbed ſeat, in every created bo- 
ſom, whoſe unremitting joys no malignant 
power ſhall diſturb, no evil being diſpoſſeſs; 


dut every glorious fon of heaven, with imma- 
culate holineſs, ſhall walk for ever delighted 
in the never-fading gardens of blooming plea- 


O 


ſiure, and immarceſſible feliciry ! 


Now my friend, the Anchorite concluded, 


make what uſe you pleaſe of theſe hallowed 
ſentiments, which tend to better the heart, on 
the nobleſt principles: but how much more 


wetul, magnificent, and becoming a rational 
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being; poſſeſſing amazing capacities that can- 
not in this confined ſtage be exerted; is it to 


enforce the idea of life perennial; than the 
mean ſuppoſitory hope of the ſoul's mortali- 


ty, for the ſake of indulging a few trifling 


gratifications? How deſpicable then are 
thoſe, who diſſeminate a baſe opinion ſo 
fraught with immorality, ſo promotive of 
vice, and ſo pernicious to government! But 
let us retire to our grot, now the cool even- 
ing advances, contract the mind from the 
elongation of its over-ſtraining ſtudies, and 
give way to a pleaſing regale, which Na- 
ture demands at once, to delight and ſuſtain 
our exiſtence. The two friends, impreſt with 
the deepeſt love, veneration, and gratitude, 
poured forth the praiſe of thankfulneſs, for 
the elegant feaſt with which he had enter- 
tained them in the mental banquet: and ad- 


vanced to the grotto of Hoſpitality, where 


they found a ſweet repoſe for their tired fa- 
culties. When grey- eyed Morning peeped 
over the cultivated mountains, ſhedding fra- 
grance and refreſhing coolneſs on awakening 
Nature; then the venerable Confuciango diſ- 
miſſed them with the benedictions of paternal 
affection; ſaying, as they went lingering 
away, his eyes ſparkling prophetic energy ; 
remember, Oh my friends, that knowledge, 
beauty, riches.and belief, are but empty tri- 


Hes, if not ornamented with the precious jew- 
_ — els of active Benevolence; who depreſſing 
ſelfiſhneſs, gives the poliſhed ſoul the fine 
SENNA feel; f delicate ſenſibili | : 
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